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Danish U.N. observer flees Iraq 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — A Danish U.N. observer 
detained in Iraq over a fatal traffic aeddem has fled 
the country after q>ending 11 weeks under house 
arrest, a television station said Monday. If he had been 
cau^t, Toihen Lund, 38, could have been banged. 
Lund, a soldier, told TV2 that he paid $2,000 of his 
own money to sneak out of Iraq and make his way to 
aeighboudng 'Rickey, then on to Denmark where he 
arrived Saturday. Lund hit an Iraqi cyclist while dri- 
ving on SepL 22. The man died two days later. Lund's 
inteipieter testified in his defence, saying Lund was 
not at fault in the accidenL Lund was placed under 
bouse arrest at the headquarters of U.N. observers in 
Baghdad as Iraqi officials carried out a probe of the 
incident Lund said that after 11 weeks under house 
arrest he. got tired of waiting and decided to flee the 
country despite the risk of being hanged if caught 
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King receives General Zinni 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day received at Bab AI Salam F^ace General Antho- 
ny Zinni. commander in chief of the U.S. Cenuul 
Command and reviewed with him such issues as 
bilateral relations, particularly in the defence fields, 
and exchange of expertise as well as joint militoiy 
exercises. IGng Hussein thanked the U.S. for its 
assistance to Jordan to help it meet its defence needs. 
The audience was attended by Their Royal Highnes.s- 
es Prince Abdullah and Prince Faisal. Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs-of-Stafif Field Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Mirai Al Kaabneh and senior military, intelligence 
and Royal air force officers. On the U.S. side, the 
audience was attended by U.S. Amba«;sador to Jordan 
Wesley Fg --*n and the U.S. military delegation accom- 
panying Mr. Zinni. 
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Iran’s conflicting voices on West 
emerge at Tehran Islamic summit 



Heads of State and delegates stand as they listen to the Iranian national anthem during the opening session of die 8th 
Islamic Conference in Tehran Tuesday. Delegates from more than 50 Muslim nations are gathering in Tehran for a three 
day summit of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference. The screens show a portrait of Ayatollah RuhoUah Khome- 
inL founder of the Iranian Revolution (AP photo) 


TEHRAN . (AP) — The 
contrasting faces of Iran's 
religious government 
were on display Tuesday 
at the opening of the 
Islamic summit in Tehran 
with a top leader blasting 
the West and another 
adopting a friendlier tone. 

Ayatollah AH Khamenei, 
Iran's hardline spiritual 
leader who is the coun- 
try's top authority, opened 
the summit of more than 
50 Muslim leaders from 
around the world, brand- 
ing the United States and 
Israel as Islam's arch foes. 

Id an inaugural speech 
to the summit of the 
Organisation of the Islam- 
ic Conference, Ayatollah 
Khamenei said the West 
had little to offer Muslims 
except a bankrupt lifestyle 
based on loose morals. 

“The Western material- 
istic civilisation is direct- 
ing everyone toward 
materialism, and money, 
gluttony, and carnal 
desires are made the 
greatest aspirations." said 
Ayatollah Khamenei. 

He also assured the 
Islamic World it had noth- 
ing to fear from Iran, 
which once had vowed to 
export its religious revo- 
iuiioQ that ousted a pro- 
U.S. Shah in 1^79 and 
installed the rule of the 
clergy. 

Referring to the U.S., 
Ayatollah Khamenei said: 
“For 1 S years now, the 
political designers of arro- 
gance are breathing their 
poisonous breath to make 
our neighbours in the Per- 
sian Gulf fearful of Islam- 
ic Iran, which holds the 
banner of unity and broth- 
erhood." Minutes later 
Iran’s moderate President 
Mohammad Khatami told 
the summit that there was 
no conflict between Islam 
and the West. 

“Our era is an era of pre- 
ponderance of the Western 
culture and civilisation, 
whose understanding is 
imperative," he said. 

While Ayatollah 

Khamenei's speech 

focused on Islam’s histor- 
ical greatness. President 
Kbatami looked to the 
future. 

“We can transform our 
destiny through aware- 
ness. resolve and solidari- 
ty," Mr. Khatami said. 

Speaking at length about 
human rights and the need 
for freedom of speech, be 
said an Islamic govern- 
ment “is the servant of the 
people and not their mas- 
ter, and in any eventuality, 
is accountable to the peo- 
ple whom God has entitled 
to determine their own 
destiny." 


Ayatollah Khamenei and 
President Khatami, who 
represent opposing fac- 
tions inside Iran's Islamic 
government, are locked in 
a political tug-of-war 
whose outcome will deter- 
mine Iran's future course. 

Mr. Khatami, who lived 
in Germany for several 
years, spoke of "dialogue 
among civilisations and 
cultures." 

President Kbatami got 
nearly 70 per cent of the 
vote in the May elections 
against a hardline candi- 
date backed by Ayatollah 
Khamenei. 

Iran hopes that the QIC 
summit, the largest gath- 
ering of international 

leaders in Iran since its 

1979 revolution, will 

make new friends out of 
old foes like Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, which 

bankrolled Iraq in its 
1980-88 war against Iran. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia 
are the two most influen- 
tial countries in the Mus- 
lim World. Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah is attend- 
ing the summit, and an 
expected meeting between 
him and President Khata- 
mi is likely to mark a 
turning point in relations, 
ending nearly two decades 
of ho.stility. 

Ayatollah Khamenei ’s 
strong speech, criticising 
Che U.S. military presence 
in the Gulf, might, howev- 
er. make mending faces 
with Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait more difficult. 
Both countries host U.S. 
forces. 

Saudi Arabia has been 
extremely nen'ous about 
criticism of its U.S. bases 


since a June 1996 bomb- 
ing at a U.S. military bar- 
racks in the eastern city of 
Dhahran killed 19 Ameri- 
can airmen. The attack 
underscored the depth of 
internal, opposition to the 
U.S. military presence. 

In a statement released 
before Ayatollah 

Khamenei's speech. 
Prince Abdullah said that 
difference was “one of 
God's traditions." and 
warned that no Muslim 
nation should tell another 
"how to think or behave." 

Ayatollah Khamenei 
also blasted the Middle 


East peace process. But 
out of diplomatic tact he 
did not name .Arab coun- 
tries such as Egypt, Jor- 
dan, Oman and Qatar, 
which have diplomatic or 
commercial ties with 
Israel. 

"Our opposition to the 
so-called Middle East 
peace process is because it 
its unjust, arrogant, con- 
temptuous. and finally 
illogical," said Ayatollah 
Khamenei, speaking at a 
brand new conference 
centre built for the confer- 
ence. "Perhaps the exis- 
tence of an enemy such as 


Israel in the heart of the 
Islamic land could have 
brought us closer... [but] 
right DOW we fear each 
other more than we fear 
the enemy." said Ayatollah 
Khamenei to leaders of 
countries bound by their 
common Muslim faith but 
divided by their politics. 

With U.N. Secfetar> 
General Kofi Annan also 
present as an observer. 
Ayatollah Khamenei 
called on the world body 
to give it a permanent seat 
and veto power in the 
five-member U.N. Securi- 
ty Council. 


Crown Prince meets deputy director 
of ICRC, Bangladesh prime minister 


TEHRAN (Petra) — His 
Hi^ess Crown 
Pd^ Hassan who is leading 
Jordan's delegation to the 
Oiganisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OlCi summit in 
Tehran Tuesday met the 
deputy director of the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) Mr. Eric 
Rotelzbuiger and discussed 
witii him ^ refugees' issues. 

At the meeting, wtuch was 
attended by Prune Minister 
Abdul Sal^ Majali and the 
Resident of the &oale Zeid 
Rifai. Rince Hassan called 
for efforts to be made 
towards serving the refugees 
and for the wodd community 
to give due attention to the 
reh^ees' humanitarian 
needs. 

He said dial practical steps 
ought to be taken at the imer- 
nadonal level to accord the 
refugees their humanitadan 
rights. 


Mr. Rotlezbuiger lauded 
Jordan's efforts in the 
humanitarian field and the 
country's handling of refugee 
problems. 

He expressed the ICRCs 
readiness to take part in any 
effort designed to discuss 
ways to improve the status of 
refugees and praised toe 
Crown Prince's initiative and 
call on the world oomrauiuty 
to initiate a new imenuuioDal 
humanitarian order that can 
give more attention to 
humanitarian matters. 

Prince Hassan also met 
Tuesday with Mrs. Shdkba 
Hasina, prime minister of 
Bangladesh, and reviewed 
topics on the summit's agen- 
da. 

The two sides discussed 
means of further pmnoting 
bilateral relations and 
reviewed issues of common 
concern. 

The (Hime minister extend- 


ed an invitation to Prince 
Hassan to visit her counny 
w^o in aim expressed hope 
that the two countries w^l 
boost their economic 
exchanges. 

Rin^ Hassan stressed toe 
need for economic coopera- 
tion among Islamic states. He 
also welcomed a proposal by 
toe Bangladesh leader for 
opening an embassy for her 
ccuntiy in JordaiL 

The prime minister 
expre^ed her country's 
appreciation of Jordan's 
efforts towards promoting 
inter-iegioDal arid inier- 
Isiamic cooperation. 

She said in a statement 
made to Jordan Television 
that her country's relations 
with Jordan continue to 
prtrgress adding that further 
developments wifl be wit- 
nessed very soon especially 
at the d44omatic and eco- 
nomic levels. 


Netanyahu sends police to stop 
Palestinian census in Jerusalem 


Iraq executes 4 Jordanians 
‘for smuggling auto parts’ 


TELAVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Pome Minisier Beoyamin 
Netanyahu cadered Internal 
SecuriQ' Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani Tuesday to make 
eveiy efibit to Stop the Palestin- 
ian Natiraial Autbori^ (PNA) 
from takii)g a census in east 
lerusakiDL 

"In toe Oslo [peace] agree- 
ments it ^ toe ^Acan 
not act in Arab east Jerusalem," 
Mr. N^yahu told Israel 
Radio. “Ws will all neces- 
saiy meaaiies to Stop toe Pales- 
timan Authority’s attempts to 
meddle in Israd’s otoital and to 
stt^ tois violation of toe agree- 
ments," he added. 

Me Kahalani smd Tuesd^ 
toatpdjceincowdinadca mifa 
toe internal secret service had 
already been instructed to look 


out fra* and anest any Palestin- 
ian census-takers in Arab east 
Jerusalem due to begin work on 
Wednesday. 

Palestinian legislative council 
member in Jerusalem Zyad 
Abu Ziyad insisted the Pales- 
tinians had every right to take 
the census in east Jerusalem. 

“East Jousalem in pan of 
occupied territory according to 
iraematitmal law.” Mr. 
told AFP. ‘The Palestinians 
have every right according to 
toe agreements to hNd elections 
here so why not toe census?" 

But he stopped shCHt of say- 
ing toe PNA would send cen- 
sus-takers to toe disputed city. 

Nfa: Kahalani said Mcn^y 
that he had sent a leaer to Ptiles- 
rinian ptesisdent Yasser Arafat 
informing him that a cen.«ajs 


taken 'in a territory under 
Israeij sovereignty viofaies the 
autonomy accords." 

The F^estinians conqileted 
the final preparations Tuesday 
for the i^us to be taken in thie 
Gaza Strip, West Bank and 
Ar^ east Jerusalem. 

Some 160.(X)0 Palestinians 
have lived under Israeli occupa- 
tion in Arab east Jerusalem 
since Israel occupied the ciQr in 
1967 

To cany out the survey, some 
3,300 census-takers will oper- 
ate out of 20 centres in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The census will last until Dec. 
24 and toe first results are due to 
be released on Jan. 4. The oper- 
adm is due to cost S6 million, 
ixmided b>’ Britain. Switzer- 
land and the United Nations. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Iraqi authorities on Mon- 
day executed four Jordan- 
ian students on charges of 
smuggling auto-spare parts, 
a well-placed Jordanian 
source said on Tuesday. 

The source said despite 
the efforts made by senior 
Jordanian officials and the 
contacts with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment and the Iraqi 
ambassador in Amman to 
obtain infonnadon on their 
charges, the Iraqi authori- 
ties went ahead with its 
unfair dccision 10 execute 
the four Jordanian citizens 
whose charges, if estab- 
lished true, should not be 
punishable by more than a 
fin e or imprisonment term. 

“The Jordanian goverri- 
meni condemns this unfair 


measure which is strange 
paniculariy between the 
two nei^bouring sister 
countries." said the source. 

"It is our sacred duty to 
safeguard the lives of our 
citizens and to protect them 
in ^cordance with ibe val- 
ues of Justice, human rights 
and digni^'" added the 
source. 

The source said: "The 
government of Iraq knows 
well the kind of care that 
we give the Iraqi nationals 
in Jordan, yet it does not 
give weight to the feelings 
of our people and to the 
deep wound it has created 
by this inhumane act 
against our citizens iire- 
specUve of whatever justi- 
fications and allegations 
given.” 


Despite U.S. efforts, big gap 
remains between PNA, Israel 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Chief Palestin- 
ian negotiator Mahmoud 
Abhns Tuesday sud that 
despite U.S. efforts to over- 
come the deadlock on the 
Pale'dnian-Israeli track, a 
"big gap" still exists betw/een 
the two negotiating parties. 

Mr. Abbas, who arrived here 
from Qatar, denied that the 
American adminisiration had 
exercised pressures during a 
meeting between Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
U.S. Secretary of Stare 
Madeleine Albright to con- 
vince toe Palestinian National 
Authority (RMA) to accept an 
Israeli redeployment offer 
frrnn rural areas in toe 
BanL 

"No pressure was exerted 
by the Americans." said Mr. 
.Abbas, who was speaking to 
reporters following a meeting 
with Deputy Priine Minister 
for Development Affairs and 
Minister of Stare for Prime 
Ministry .Affairs Jawad Anani. 

He was refetring to the 
meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and Ms. Albright that took 
place in Geneva earlier this 
week but achieved no solid 
results because Israel was 
unwilling to disclose specific 
figures concerning the size of 
the withdrawal. 

The two sides agreed to 
hold another meeting by the 
middle of this month. 

“The American side is 
e.\ening efforts to nanow the 
gap between the tw'o sides 
bemuse the gap is wide and I 


believe their efforts are rea- 
stxiable.'' Mn Abbas said. 

"Our demands are focused 
on a group of issues, mainly, 
fimher Israeli redeployment, 
putting an end to unilateral 
actions and implementing 
interim agreement articles." 
he added. 

The interim agreemenL 
signed in 1 993, calls for Israeli 
withdrawal fiom most of the 
West Bank renitories, the 
est^lishment of an airport 
and sea port in Gaza and 
launching of a safe passage 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Eariier this month, toe 
Israeli cabinet approved 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's ixpposal for a 
conditional and p^al pullout 
fioro the West Bank, tot Mr. 
Abbas said that toe PNA has 
not yet received an official 
plan of action fiom toe Israeli 
side. "Until now. Israel did 
not extend any proposal to 
redeploy its forces toe 
West Bank. We demanded 
Israel to reconsider toe first 
and second troop redeploy- 
ment stages and also to form a 
committee to discuss the third 
stage of Israel's pullout fit>m 
the Bank," he added. 

The Palestinian official 
praised His Majesty King 
Hussein's staieroent on 
Jerusalem, part of a letter to 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali last Thursday, which 
cali«I for esiablislimg a Pales- 
tinian state with its capital "to 
Jerusalem," 

'This is no strange thing 
coming fiom the ICing to sup- 


port toe Palestinian cause and 
toe establishment of a Pales- 
tinian state with Jerusalem as 
its a^ital," Mr. Abbas said. 

He called upon Israel to 
withdraw from “every cen- 
timetre from the land it occu- 
pied in 1967 including 
Jerusalern.” 

'That is what we demand be 
returned to us just as Jordan's 
land returned to Jordan and 
Egypt's land w'as returned to 
said Mr. .Abbas, who 
W'as referring to toe Israeli 
pullout from Egyptian and 
Jordanian territories, occupied 
in 1967. following peace 
^reements with the two 
countries. 

Mr. AN^as said tiiat he dis- 
cussed with Dr. Anani bilater- 
al relations and the difficulties 
toe trade between Jordan and 
toe Palestinian self-rule areas 
is facing. 

Dr. Anani said that a Pales- 
tinian trade delegatitxi has 
arrived here on Tuesday to 
pave the way for the joint eco- 
nomic committee that is 
scheduled to meet in toe West 
Bank on Dec. 17. 

Palestinian and Jordanian 
officials repeatedly accused 
Israel of "bloclcing'' the flow 
of goods beiwreen the two 
sides under "security rea- 
sons." 

Jordanian businessmen 
charged Israel of anempting to 
hamper trade between the two 
banks of River Jendan in order 
'to dominate the Palestinian 
maikei." where Israel markets 
$2 billion worth of goods 
every year. 


Jordan’s new F-16 jet fighters 
to be delivered before new year 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jotdan Times 

AMMAN — The first batch 
of U.S.-made F-16 jet fight- 
ers will arrive in Jordan this 
month os pan of the Ameri- 
can military assistance to the 
Kingdom, a senior army offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified, emphasised 
that six planes will arrive in 
the second half of this month 
while another ten will reach 
toe Kingdom by toe end of 
next January. 

"The planes are part of toe 
agreement His Majesty King 
Hussein conclude during 


his v4sit to the United 
Slates." the official told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that Jordanian 
pilots trained abroad to oper- 
ate these planes w'iU arrive to 
toe Kingdom "before toe first 
F-16 aircraft batch touches 
Jordanian soil." 

The official added chat toe 
pilots who will operate the 
second F-16 batch “will be 
trained in the Kingdom by 
Jordanian pilots." 

.Asked if Jordan will 
receive additional U.S. 
planes, toe official declined 
to comment but emphasised 
that “Jordan always seeks to 
renovate its air force." 


Last December. Jordan 
received SI 00 million worth 
of military equipmenL which 
included helicopters, tanks 
and air-sea rescue vessels, as 
p:m of a S300 million U.S. 
military aid package pledged 
by toe U.S. administration. 

Earlier this year. President 
Bill Clinton named Jordon a 
"non-NATO ally" and by that 
announcement toe Kingdom 
became eligible for more 
U.S. military assistance. 

On June 12. Jordanian and 
U.S. troops held joint mUi- 
taiy exercises, code named 
“Infinite Moonlight 97." as 
pan of toe two sides' military 
cooperation. 


wi til 



Tt)' your luck io the JORDAN TIMES’ fiisi-everNew Year's Loneiy. 
You (nay be just the one to drive home inTbrand new Suzuki Baleno 
*Fill coupon on back page and keep until the end of December. 



The Grand Prize 

Suzuki Baleno 

1300 cc, 1997, customs duty paid car, (made in Japan) 

Many other valuable prizes. 

Sponserd by: 

^^uzuKi Sijburi 

rrg? !- THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL CO. 

I'.SMiit ?ii0Vir0Crij .»i0CCP. J'i, TCi. iCi, iCr . . :.r., 







zHome & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, December 10 , 1997 


WORLD’S LARGEST MOSQUE: Iraqi President Saddam Hussein fleftl accompanied by members of his 
cabinet, on Monday night, examines a model of the mosque which is to be built in Baghdad on the site of a for- 
mer airport that was heavily bombed during the 1990-91 Gulf war. The mosque, to be named ‘Saddam Grand 
Mosque,' will be the largest in the world with a capacity for 30.000 worshippers lAP photo) 


Palestinians ask QIC summit to 

counter Vatican-Israel agreement 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian legislature 
appealed to the Islamic 
summit meeting in Tehran 
this week to help oppose a 
recent agreement strength- 
ening ties between Israel 
and the Vatican, officials 
said Tuesday. 

At a session in Ramallah 
on Monday, the legislature 
adopted a resolution calling 
the Vatican-Israeli accord 
“an aggressive step against 
the Palestinian people 
which lends credibility to 
Israel's occupation of 
Jerusalem." 

The agreement, signed on 
Nov. 10. granted legal sta- 
tus to Roman Catholic 
Church institutions in 
"areas where Israeli legisla- 
tion is in effect" — a for- 


mula that includes Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

The accord was an out- 
come of a "fundamental 
agreement" signed in 1993 
which set the stage for the 
establishment of relations 
between Israel and the Vati- 
can the following year. 

Israel occupied the Arab 
eastern sector of Jerusalem 
in 1967 and illegally 
annexed it as part of its 
"eternal capital." 

The world community, 
including the Vatican, has 
never recognised the 
annexation and under inter- 
im peace accords with the 
Palestinians Israel is 
required to negotiate the 
future status of the Holy 
City. 

The 88-member Palestin- 


ian legislature sent an 
“urgent message" to the 
summit of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
which opened Tuesday in 
Tehran, asking the Muslim 
leaders to discuss ways of 
countering the Vaticon- 
Israei agreemenL deputies 
said. 

Tire deputies also asked 
the Palestinian executive 
branch headed by President 
Yasser Arafat to “use its 
contacts with the Vatican. to 
prevent ratification of the 
agreement." 

It also colled on Mr. 
Arafat to send a delegation 
to “inform the Pope of the 
dangerous consequences of 
this agreement." 

Vatican officials have 
already issued statements 


insisting that the accord 
with Israel was a technical 
matter w'hich signalled no 
change in the Holy See'.s 
policy of non-recognition 
of Israeli sovereignty over 
Arab east Jerusalem, where 
the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Christianity's 
holiest site, is located. 

Palestinian religious 
Affairs Minister Hasson 
Tahbuob earlier called the 
Vatican-Israel agreement “a 
stab in the back" for the 
Palestinian.s. 

“This is a veiy dangerous 
matter which gives Israel a 
say over holy sites in 
Jerusalem, despite the fact 
that the status of east 
Jerusalem is still to be 
determined in peace negoti- 
ations." he said. 


‘Israeli Assad warns against Israeli 

farm efforts to divide Muslim ranks 


experts 
visit Iran’ 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Iran 
hosted 16 Isr^U agricultural 
experts recently as pan of an 
effon to rekindle economic 
ties with the Jewish stme. 
Israel Radio reported Tues- 
day. 

The visit by non-govern- 
ment experts was organised 
with the help of an Israeli 
group that hicilitates ties with 
Arab states and German offi- 
cials who passed on an invi- 
tation ffora an unofficial 
Iranian farm group, the radio 
said. 

The radio, which quoted 
members of the Israeli group, 
did not give the dates of the 
visiL 

The Israeli delegation met 
Iran's d^uty agriculture 
minister and pro\'id^ advice 
on fertilisarion. inigadon and 
the establishment of farms to 
improve wheat and cotton 
pn^uction. 

Following the visit. Iranian 
economic officials in Ger- 
many informed Israeli offi- 
cials that they wanted to pur- 
sue economic cooperation, 
the radio said. 

Most of the recent Israeli- 
Iranian contacts have been 
coordinated through Ger- 
many. die oiganisadon told 
the radio. 

The 16 Israelis had to leave 
their Israeli passports in an 
embassy in Germany on 
their way to Iran, the radio 
said. The Islamist regime 
which seized power in Iran 
and toppled the Shah in 1979 
immediately broke off rela- 
dons with Israel and has 
refused to recognise the 
Israel's right to exisL 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
said here Tuesday that 
Israel was the biggest threat 
facing the Islamic World 
and warned against Israeli 
attempts to divide Muslim 
ranks. 

“The Zionist state... has 
worked along and with oth- 
ers to sow seeds of dissen- 
sion in Arab and Muslim 
lands," President Assad 
told leaders of the 55-mem- 
ber Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
meeting in Tehran. 

“Any di.ssension in our 
ranks is a source of strength 
for Israel and an opening 
for infiltration into .Arab 
and Muslim countries." 
said the Syrian leader. 

“Zionist aggression 
against .Arab land is the 
mo.st serious danger facing 
the entire Muslim commu- 
nity." he added, calling for 
the Tehran summit to foster 
greater unity in the Muslim 


World. 

Syria took part in the 
1991 Madrid conference 
that launched the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, but its 
peace talks with the Jewish 
state have been frozen since 
February 1996. 

Dama.scus demands the 
return of the Golan 
Heights, which was seized 
by Israel in 1967 and 
annexed in 1981. as a con- 
dition of any peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Attempts to re-start 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
have made no progress 
since the right-wing gov- 
ernment came to power in 
Israel in Ma^ lost year, with 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu refusing to bow 
to Mr. Assad's condition 
that peace talks re-start 
where they were broken off 
with the previous Israeli 
government. 

“Muslims throughout the 
world know that the current 


Israeli government has 
defied all the resolutions of 
the U.N. Security Council 
and the principles of the 
peace process," the Tishrin 
newspaper said. 

The summit's success 
depends on “the adoption 
and implementation on the 
ground of firm resolutions 
against Israel, such a.s the 
closure of Israeli [iniere.Ml 
offices and [diplomatic] 
missioas around the 
world." it added. 

President A.ssad. in his 
speech to the summit us a 
represemaiive of Middle 
E^t Muslim countries, also 
thanked hast nation Iron for 
its “support of the Arab 
Nation and her struggle 
against Zionism." 

Syria is Tran'.s top strategic 
ally in the Middle EasL and 
is .seen by Tehran o,s on 
important counterweight to 
Israeli and American influ- 
ence in the region. 


Israeli forces in south Lebanon are blind — Hizbollah 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Israeli 
forces in south Lebanon have 
failed to slop aniicks by the 
Shiite militants of Hiztollah 
because of tlteir poor intelli- 
gence about the movenieni. its 
leader said in comments pub- 
lished Tuesday. 

"The resistance has succeed- 
ed not only In preventing the 
Israeli enemy Aom pcnciraiing 
it. but also in turning it into u 
creature wiihovit eyes despite 
its enomious military cupubili- 
ty.“ HizbtMlnh leader Hussein 
Nasrolluh said. 

'This capability is moving ui 
random without accurate infor- 
malion. This vvas clear during 
(he confrontations in July 1993 
and April lust >‘cur." Mr. Nas- 
ralluh told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) daily Al 
KhulccJ. 

He uus referring to an Israeli 
cros.s-burder ()iTensi\-c sigainsi 


Hizbollah guerrillas in south 
Lebanon in 1993 and another 
major operation, codenamed 
“Grape.s of Wrath," launched 
In April 1996. The 1996 two- 
week (Mfemive resulted in an 
agreement between the luv 
sides 10 Slop anacks on civil- 
ioas. 

Mr. Nasrallul] said that dur- 
ing the IW iKMiilitics, Israel 
claimed it was nnocking 
Hizbollah position.s although 
llicy were nothing of the kind. 
In (Mlicr cases. Israeli jcu> raid- 
ed Hizbollah targets which ltu(.l 
been evacuated yc;irs earlier. Iv 
said. 

“Grapes of Wratli wa.s loially 
based on a*i.sump[jons present- 
ed by tlie Israeli iniolligence to 
(lie gm'cmmcnt and :uniy, .sa\’- 
ing that Hizbollah possessed 
between 4(X) and .501) Kuiyusiia 
rnckeut that cinild Ulm only u 
few d.iv'.s." Mr. Nasrallah suid. 


Truce committee meets 

NAQOURA (AFP) — The iniemational truce panel md 
Tuesday to discus.s two Leb:me.se complaints over the kiilins 
of three civilinn.s and the expul.sion of a family from ilie 
Israeli-held border zone in suiith Leb:uion. 

Beirut accused Israel orpiueing Uie landmiues which killd 
on Friday the three Lebon^e civilians and wounded a founh 
outside Israel self-declared ■‘security zone" near the village of 
Mujdel Slim. 

Lebamm said (he incident was a violation of (he April 199o 
truce between l.srael and Hi/bolluh in which both panics 
agreed to spare civilians when fighting in southern Leburmn. 

Lebanon has tiled a second complaint over the expulsion nn 
Saturday from the border zone of a Lebanese m:ui with U S. 
citizenship, his wife and their two children aged four and m\. 

Tlie committee convened, for the 24tli lime this year, al the 
headquarters of the U.N. Interim Forees in southern Lebanm 
(inMIRL) in the tiwn of Nnqoura, ne;ir the Lelxinese-IsRi'li 
borders, committee source.s suid. Tlie commiiiee has repeal- 
edly dropped Lebanese comploinis o\er expulsions, consiil- 
ering they were noi covered by the terms of the 1‘^Wb accord 
which put an end in Israel's Crapes of Wraih onslaught into 
Lebanon. 


Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Abdullah denounces violence by militants 


TEHRAN (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's Crown Prince 
Abdullah urged Muslim 
leaders on Tuesday to 
reject violence by mili- 
tants claiming to act on 
behalf of Islam. 

“Many questions arise in 
Muslim countries, includ- 
ing the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, about the heinous 
crimes being committed 
in the name of Islam and 
under the pretext of creat- 
ing an Islamic form of 
government." he said in a 
speech released ahead of 
delivery at an Islamic 
summit in Tehran. 

“Are these killers, who 
slit the throats of their vic- 
tim.s, cut their limbs and 


mutilate their dead bodies, 
to be trusted? .Are they 
qualified to create an 
Islamic state?" he asked. 

The prince, the most 
senior Saudi leader to visit 
Iran since the 1979 Islam- 
ic revolution, did not 
name any Islamist groups, 
but was apparently allud- 
ing to the actions of 
Islamist guerrillas in 
•Algeria. Egypt and else- 
where. 

He invited his fellow 
Muslim leaders to issue a 
message of consolation to 
the I.slumist.s' victims and 
a declaration “disowning 
and repudiating any action 
that is .savage, barbaric, 
immoral and loathsome in 


the ideals of Islam." 

The triennial summir of 
the 55-member Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) will consider 
several draft resolutions 
on combating terrorism 
and hijacking. 

Delegates said that Iran, 
treated as a pariah state by 
the U.S. for its alleged 
support of terrorism, had 
insisted that the summit 
lake up the i.ssue. 

Iran disavows any link 
with terrorism, hut says it 
supports what it regards us 
national liberation move- 
ments such us Lebanon's 
Hizbollah and the Pales- 
tinian Hamas group. 

Saudi officials have not 


endorsed U.S. allegutinns 
that Iran had a hand in 
hombings of American 
military facilities in Saudi 
.Arabia in 1995 and 1996. 

Some other countries 
represented at the Tehran 
summit have in the past 
accused Inin of sponsor- 
ing violent attacks on their 
soil nr interfering in (heir 
internal affairs, including 
Turkey. Egypt and Gulf 
Arab stales. 

Sunni Muslim Saudi 
.Arabia and .Shiite Muslim 
Iran offer aiiernaie models 
of I.slamjeally-ruled 
Mates, blit Crmvn Prince 
Abdullah sjid differences 
among Muslims were nat- 
ural and none sltould .seek 


ro impose its will on ctih> 
ers. 

“It is not in the nature uf 
things for ail Mu.slims to 
arrive at a single interpre- 
tation of how the Islamic 
slate should look, or a 
common approach to nur 
Islamic jurispnidenee i>r .i 
single concept of 
inlornalionul polities. 

“Nevertheless we are 
duty-bound not lo use 
siiei) legitimate differ- 
ences of opinion as a pre- 
text for hegemony in 
which e.'ieii of us may try 
u> dieiaie to his Muslim 
brothers h»'w to think and 
how lo work." be 
declared. 

■Saudi Arabia has long 


resisted Iranian efforts to 
use the annua! Muslim 
pilgrimage to Mecca as a 
stage for political demon- 
strations against the U..S. 

Clashes between Iranian 
pilgrims and Saudi .securi- 
ty forees cost 400 lives m 
I9S7 and led n.t a rupture- 
in diplomatic relations, 
which were restored in 
March 1991. 

Iran, for its part, has 
denounced the actions i.ir 
.Afghanistan's purisj 

Islamic Talehan militia, 
saying its .strictures h.ivc 
brought Islam into disre- 
pute. 

Crown Prince Abdullah 
s;iid the world was wit- 
nessing an Islamic 


revival, but suiJ Islamist 
militancy showed that ilic 
Muslim ciimmuniiy need- 
ed l«i put Its house in 
order. 

"The Muslim w»>rld o 
still suffering trom a slate 
of fracment.itiim and dis- 
ruption and is gnine 
through the worst as a 
resuh |i|' (.-xicnsivc mili- 
tanev which has she, I 
innocent .Muslim blond in 
(he n.ime o| Kl.nn. 

"The slogans raised by 
these niiliranis arc miira- 
gcouv and have nothing in 
common with Islam and 
its spirit Ilf justice and h'l- 
cranco." the Saudi leader 
said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
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20:05 ...RivaJh. DluhrarnkJ' 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweillch,Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

Sl Josqth Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the AnDunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


De la SaOc Church Tci. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tcl. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl E^phraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman international 

Church Tcl. 55 1 6245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tci. S24328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tcl. 
654932. 

Church of Nozarenc Tcl. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 6I4IM0. 

WTATHER 

Biilk'tin supplh'd hy thf 
Oeptirfmcnt of Meicorvlony 
Rainfall is expected at inter- 
vals in all parts of the King- 
dom. cold weather condiiions 
will prevail with skies cloudy 
ID partly eluudy and winds 
southwe.sterl aenve. In .Aqaba, 
skies will he partly cloudy, 
winds southerly moderate, and 
seas rough. 

.-\nunan 07/13 


.\qaba 13/22 

D^ns 06/15 

Jordan Valley 12/19 

Yesterday high temperatures: 
Amman 1 2. .Aqaba 22 Humid* 
ity readings: Amman 66 per 
cent. .Aqaba .^S per cent. 

USEFLnL 
TELEPHONE 
NL^MBERS 
NIGHT DUTY' 

Dr. MtxkhlesHalaseh ..5519220 

Dr. Rohi Snkkar $56457 

Dr. Fadl.AiKhatib 865*56 

Dr. Yousef AIFaqih ...790104 

Firas pharmacy 66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

.Al Saiam pharmaqr ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmney 637660 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Nqjib phannaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fawzi Abui Halja ...252970 

.Al Quds pharmacy f — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fahdjabir 984540 

Kfaaiifeh pharmacy ...985417 


E.\1ERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ,637 1 ] ] 
Civil Defence Department 
66MM 


Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630.^ i 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 
Resene Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police K4.34(J2 

Traffic Police S963‘XI 

Public Securitv Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints ^i0580i) 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com* 

plaints H974b7 

Amman Municipality Com* 

plainLs 78? I II 

Telephone Infomialinn 

(directory as.sistance) 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls 0102.30 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62.3101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66I1U! 

Jordan Television 773 i 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6X(M00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
6363KI 

RJ Flight Information U8- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 
5.3200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


81. ■5X13/32 

Khaiidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. (42441/2 
Jabal Amman Malcmitv 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....63f>un 
Palestine. Slimeisani (>071)7] 
Shmeisani Hospilsil 6(>'i 1 3 1 
linh'crsity Hospital 845845 
AbMuasher Hospital6(>?227/>.> 
The Lslamic, .Mxtiili (<66l2('i/37 

Al-Ahli. .\hdali 6r4 K4/6 

Italian. ;\]*Mul»ureai777 101/3 

.M*Bashir, 775111/26 

Army. Marka S9K.1 1/15 

Queen .Mia lluspitiii 
602240/50- 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Ilesirl 
and .Special .Surgery . 865 1 uu 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa (lovt. Ilospifitl 

Znrqa N.'tUonal Hi.tspiial 

tfv/jyiHW) 

Ibn Sina Hospi(ai(09)9,S673: 
Al Hikma Modem Hospitu] 
iWioyoouij 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hnspiial 
lO: *275555 

(ireek Cutholic Hospital 
n)2i272275 

Ibn :V1 Ntifces llmpiial 

(02) 247 1 00 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Huspiini 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVE I.LE K 


QlUvEN ALIA 
INTF.KN.ATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tills iiil'iinnation is supplied 
hy Roy, 'll Jordanian (RJi inl'or- 
iiKKion iicparinicnt ,i( ihc 
Q(ia-n Alia Imcmaiiniial .\ir- 
poil Tu-I. 108)53200 whs-re ii 
vhuuld always he venl'ied. 
IiirormaiioM on other Mights 
ars- supplied on phone 08 
i5:700Mirl.)K(.53250i. 

AKRIVAUS 

Royal .lordanian I KJ 1 
Mights 

07:25 Daniaseus iKJ) 

Liniaca(RJ) 

JeildahiRJi 

08:50 Daitiasu.s. Abu Dhabi 
iKJ) 

»9;45 Kuala Lumpur. Ahu Dhabi 

•add I iRJ) 

15:110 .New York. Amstervlam i RJ) 

1.stiinhul (RJ) 

••.•Madrid, fietieva (Rj) 

Jedd.ih (addi iRjj 

London. Berlin (KJ I 

•**=**' RomcfRJi 

!«:I0 I-rurikhin.VioniidiRJ) 

1^=45 Pans. Brussels (RJ) 

CairodU) 

Jeddah laddltRJ) 

IMher Flights 

**^‘®^* Bucharest (KO I 

Cairo (MS) 


W:.30 AI-ArishiPF) 

1U:15 Doha..Al Hudaiduh (lYi 

i0;30 JcvUahiSV) 

I0;50 Kuwjiit iKUi 

13:10 Tunis (TL* i 

13:25 Doha. Abu Dhubi iGFi 
13:50 Tcl.-\viv iL'i'i 

14:30 Doha ( OR I 

15:05 Vienna (O.S> 

15:30 .Algiers I aHi 

16:05 Karachi. .Ahu Dliabi 'PKi 

20:10 Beirut (.ME) 

21:10 ...Puns. DarruLseus I aFi 

22:.l0 Athens rO..\i 

23:15 London iB.Ai 

23:30 ....London. Beirtit (B.A I 
23:35 Aniscerdam iKI.i 

Ruyal Wings (RW) 

*17:45 .Aqaba (R'vV; 

09:05 ..Amman iQAIAuRWi 
09:50 Amnun iMark.i .Air- 
pnni (RW) 

17:20 Tcl Aviv iRWj 

18:30 ...Amman (Q.AlAi iRWi 

21:20 Aqaba <RW| 

22:50 Amman (Mack.i Air- 
pon) iRW) 

departures 

08:25 ..Amslenljm. Ncu Yi.rk ( Rj ■ 

09:45 Ritmc(Rj) 

10:40 ..Berlin. London i RJ ) 

11:30 Istanbul (RJi 

13:00 Jeddah (add)iRJ) 

I7HH) Kuala Lumpur (add) I Rf} 

19:00 Jeddah (add I (RJi 

19:30 CoIombvXRJi 


20:10 

C.m« 


20:15 

Bomba 

•. iRJ' 

20:15 

.. ..Bahrain. Doh 

:mRJ' 

20:30 

New Delhi 'RJ' 

2I:fHI < 

CalLiiu.i. H.mekiik iKJ' 

21:15 . 

... .Dubai. Miiseai 'RJ' 

0l:(HI 


Other 

Mights 


l)0:.V5 

.AniMcrdam 

iM ' 

0]:A5 

Biieli.ircst 

iRO> 

06:35 

LamaiTJ 

lO ' 
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iNU-’ 

08:25 
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(BA- 

lOuMi 
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.MS' 

10;.V) 

.-\l 'Ansb 

irf' 

li:15 

Al HudatJah. .Aden '1^ ' 

i2:0n 

Kiivs ji( 

iM.' 
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.S' ' 
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-n ' 

14:20 
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.Ml' 
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• Buhram. .Miissm’ 

lOi-! 

].':I0 
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il.Y' 
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ilKi 
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l 0 .v 
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MINISTER PRESENTS GIFT TO KING, QUEEN: Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 'Hiesday receive Minister of IVansport and 
Telecommunications Bassam Saket, who presents Their Majesties a stamp carry- 
ing their photo. The stamp was issned to mark the King's 62nd birthday and the 
20di anniversary of King Hussein and Queen Noor's wedding, according to the 
Islamic calendar (Photo by Yousef *Allan) 

Agriculture conference ends with 
call for more credit to small farmers 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Experts on agriculture and 
agricultural credit in the 
/^ab World Tuesday ended 
a thiee-day meeting on pro- 
viding credit to small farm- 
ers by calling on the con- 
cerned financial institutions 
to increase the amount of 
available credit. 

Participants in the meet- 
ing. which was organised 
by the Arab Organisation 
for Agricultural Develop- 
ment and the Islamic 
Development Bank, said 
making credit available to 
fanners enables them to 
secure equipment and 
develop their agriculturtd 
projects, especially in the 
rural re^ons. 


Not only should small 
farmers be able to secure 
credit and loans, but the 
concerned creditors should 
reduce the burdens on these 
farmers by lowering inter- 
est rates, they added. 

The participants also rec- 
ommended ^at personnel 
employed in credit institu- 
tions be properly trained 
and urged the concerned 
authorities to re-examine 
legislation governing the 
financial institutions' oper- 
ations in a bid to favour 
small farmers. 

The delegates represented 
Jordan, Lebanon. Palestine. 
Libya. Egypt, Sudsm. Mau- 
ritania. Algeria, Iraq. Saudi 
Arabia. Syria, Qatar. 


Yemen. Morocco, Oman, 
and Bahrain. 

Their discu.ssions focused 
on agricultural production 
and the provision of credit 
to farmers In general and 
small farmers in particular. 

Meanwhile. Minister of 
Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha Tuesday con- 
ferred with a German team 
entrusted with the task of 
helping the ministry imple- 
ment agricultural policies 
and assess results. 

The team, which repre- 
sents the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation, 
expressed its readiness to 
help the ministry overcome 
any obstacles in imple- 
menting the project. 


Charitable organisations, intellectuals 
begin c^^aigns to help Iraqi children 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Icelandic 
charity has launched a cam- 
paign to help fly Santa 
Claus to Baghdad on 
Christmas Day with gifts 
and medicaJ aid for thou- 
sands of cliildreo suffering 
under punishing U.N. trade 
sanedoos. 

“Help Santa fly; your 
donation can bring Christ- 
mas to children of war." 
said the Reykjavik-based 
Peace 20(X) International in 
a leaflet sent to the Jordan 
Times Tuesday by the Con- 
sulate of Iceland. 

“Your cash donation can 
be made at any of the 
40,000 Western Union 
agents worldwide, and will 
be received by Santa's 
workshops in Iceland with- 
in minutes,’" it said. 

However, the leaflet did 
not say if the group 
obtained approval from 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Anan to send the flight 
because of the tight control 
on civilian flights to Bagh- 
dad under the seven-year- 
old sanctions. 

The group sent a plane- 
load of gifls to Sarajevo 
children in 1 995. 

The 2000 Peace Institute 
was established by Thor 
Magnusson with the sup- 


poit of more than 500 indi- 
viduals and almost 100 
organisations from around 
the world to assist children 
in trouble-stricken areas. 

In two related develop- 
ments, Egyptian intellectu- 
als and a Belgian-based 
artists' group also launched 
separate appeals to help 
improve the lot of Iraqi 
infants under the sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Egyptian intellectuals 
launched a campaign to col- 
lect one million signatures 
c allin g for an end to the 
plight of Iraqi children suf- 
fering under the sweeping 
emtwgo, Jordanian sup- 
poners said Tuesday. 

The effort is part of the 
October 1997 Cairo Decla- 
ration. a document calling 
on the U .N . to help the Iraqi 
children and ban economic 
blockades, which they 

equated with weapons of 
mass destruction, they 

added. 

Various regional non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
have adopted the initiative. 

The Arabic daily AJ Arab 
A1 Yaw'm. one of several 
parties backing the cam- 
paign. said it has received 
an encouraging response 
from hundreds of its readers 
after it ran the ad seeking 
signatures Wednesday. The 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

* "The McMnem' (Arabic) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, at 
lOKX) am. and 7KX) pm (unt3 
Dec. 11). 

JAZZ CONCERT 

* Jas cmcert Uti Unz at 
the Fone Grand Hold at 8:00 
pm 

HLM 

* Children's film “James and 
the GiaiH Peach’' at the British 
Council iabal Amman u 3:00 
p.m. 

DIALOGUE/LECrURE 

* Dialogue with plastic artis 
Ghada Dahdaleh on her art at Bal- 
adoaAjct GaUery, Gardens Street 
(ThL 5537598) at 6:00 pm. 

* Lecture: “The Ima^ and the 
Wstj Bsween the Poet and the 
Aitisf’ by Salwa Nashashitri at 


Darat A1 Funun. Jabal 'Weibdeh at 
6:00 p.m. 

ExmemoNS 

* Photo exhibition b>’ Edgardo 
Rodriguez endded .“Arab Pres- 
ence in Ojban Architecture at 
Inspn ttQ Cervames, Jabot 
.Amman, until Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi 
anisi Dhia Khaza'i at Hamourabi 
An Gallery, Gardens Sneet (Td. 
5536098).*im6l De& IS 

* WcMks by Ghada Dahdaleh at 
Boladna An CJalloy, Gardens 
Street (Tel. 5537598). until Dec. 
10 . 

* Paintings by .Artunar Kham- 
math at the French Cuhuntl Cen- 
tre, Jabal Weibdeh. until Dec. IZ 

* Exhibidons of prinh. bj’ 
Algerian ard^ Koraishl and cal- 
ligraphy by Iraqi anist Hassan 
Massoudi at Darat Al Funun. 
Jabal Wdbdeh. undl Dec. 31. 


outcome of the signature 
collection will be 
announced on Dec. 22. 

The Cairo Declaration 
also urged Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosoi Mubarak “to 
take the lead in gathering 
the support of the peace- 
loving countries in the 
world in efforts to lift sanc- 
tions on Iraq and Libya by 
the end of 1988." according 
to the ad. 

The Brussels-based 
Artists Without Frontiers 
Association also launched a 
similar appeal to help Iraqi 
children. In a press release 
received by tiie Jordan 
Tunes over the weekend, 
the society demanded the 
immediate lifting of the ban 
and the start of 'multilateral 
negotiations to find a “sus- 
tainable political solution." 

Over 1.5 million people, 
including more than 
700.000 children, have died 
in Iraq from a serious short- 
age of food and medical 
supplies caused by the sanc- 
tions, which have banned 
all Iraqi exports, inciuding 
oil. once the country's main 
hard currency earner. 

A limited oil-for-food deal 
reached between the U.N. 
and Iraq has not had much 
impact on improving the 
day-to-day life of Iraqis, 
an^ysts and diplomats have 
said. 

Kilani 
appointed 
head of 
Court of 
Cassation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Judiciary' Council decid- 
ed in a session on Dec. 9 
to appoint Judge Farouq 
Kilani as head of the 
Court of Cassation and 
chairperson of the Higher 
Judiciary Council. 

The decision has been 
referred to the Royal 
Court to be endorsed by 
Royal Decree. 


UNRWA executive committee begins 
sit-in for better pay, working conditions 


By Lima Nabil 

Special lo the JonJtW Times 

AMMAN — A group of 22 
employees of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), repre- 
senting the 22,(X)0 employ- 
ees in the agency's fields of 
operations in Jordan. Syria, 
Lebanon, the West Bonk, 
and Gaza. Tuesday began an 
open sit-in at UNRWA head- 
quarters in Wadi Seer to 
back demands for better 
working condtdoi^ and 
salary increa.ses. 


The group, which had sent 
an urgent message to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan containing their 
grievances and complaints, 
said they expected to meet 
UNRWA Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen, who 
is due to arrive today from 
his headquarters in Gaza, 
because they said he can 
deal with their complaints. 

The group, which serv'es 
as the UNRWA executive 
committee, started the sit-in 
following their annual meet- 
ing here, saying that the 


agency has been dragging 
feet in meeting the 
employees’ demands, 
including salary increases, 
compensation for termina- 
tion of employment and 
early retirement, and other 
beneflts. 

The executive comnutree 
members, who said they 
also sent memoranda to the 
governments of the Arab 
states hosting refugees, 
announced that they will 
hold a press conference 
today to air their complaints. 

They also said all 22.000 


UNRWA employees 
Wednesday will stage a half- 
hour wohe stoppage to 
demonstrate their dissatis- 
faction with the agency's 
policies. 

Mr. Hansen's deputy at the 
agency's headquarters in 
Wadi Seer asked the com- 
mittee members to leave the 
premises, but they insisted 
on staying overnight until 
they meet\viih the commis- 
sioner general, according to 
a committee statement Tues- 
day. 

According to the execu- 


tive comminee. the employ- 
ees were promised that their 
demands would be met five 
months ago. Nothing has 
happened and they have Just 
learnt that the agency will 
not meet their demand.s 
because of the deficit in its 
budget this year, they added. 

Mr. Hansen, who recently 
submitted his repon in New 
York on the agency's finan- 
cial situation, received 
pledges for SI 26 million to 
cover the deficit in the 1998 
UNRWA budget, which is 
estimated at S343 million. 


Court Cabinet reviews draft budget speech 


hears 
witnesses 
in double 
murder 
trial 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four witnesses 
in the trial of two men 
accused of murdering a man 
and his secretaiy' near the 
Fourth Circle in June of this 
year gave their testimonies 
Moot^y at the Criminal 
Court 

Hani Fadi, 21, and his 19- 
year-old brother. Hisham. are 
both charged with die murder 
of Jubraeil Iskandac, 63, and 
his secretary Fatinah 
Micheal. 3Z on June 11 in 
Mr. Iskandar’s office. 

The two suspects told the 
interrogators 48 hours after 
the murder that they plotted 
to kill them in retril^tiOD for 
the continuous humiliation 
Hisham suffered from Mr. 
Iskandar. 

■The court presided over by 
Judge Mohammad Ajarmeh 
and including Judges Yassin 
Abdullat and Ahmi^ Khatib, 
postponed the trial to Dec. IS 
to more prosecution wit- 
nesses in the case. 

Meanwhile, die same court 
set Dec. 16 as die date to ay 
two men accused of muider- 
isg nx'o Saudi nationals in 
Ghamadan Park in July 1996. 

'The charges pressed against 
Usama Ahmad and M<^an> 
m^ Saleh, both 25. by Crim- 
inal Prosecutor Zuhair Atiyat 
include premeditated murder, 
theft possessing an unli- 
censed gun. and destroying 
official documents. 

'The charge sheet stated that 
the two suspects, who met at 
the Vocational Corrective and 
Rehabilitation Centre in 1992 
after being con\icied on theft 
chaiges in separate cases, 
decided to commit robberies 
together after their release in 
Februaiy 1996. 

On July 12, the two sus- 
pecus, carrying an unlicensed 
gun. headed to Qiamadan 
Park with the intent to rob 
and kill any person they saw, 
the sheet said 
The defendants saw tw'o 
men sleeping next to a Mer- 
cedes 280 with Saudi plates. 
They approached the car. and 
when Mr. Saleh attempted to 
dri\'e off with the car. the two 
\ictim.s w'oke up and tried to 
stop them, according to the 
diaige sheer. 

The sheet said Mr. Ahmad 
drew his gun and shot Both 
men, robbed them of their 
wallets and fled the scene 
with the car. The \icdms were 
later identified as Sa’eed 
Itewi and his son Jamal both 
Saudi nationals. 

'The suspects changed the 
licence plate and used the car 
for two months until it was 
seiz^ by police after the sus- 
pects w'ene un^le to provide 
the necessary documents to 
prove that they' owned it. 

Hie two suspects were 
arrested by police on S^ 13 
after criminal lab experts 
determined that ihe^ car 
belonged to the wo victims 
by examining the serial num- 
bers on the vehicle's body. 

The lab experts also (teier- 
minftd that iwo buUeis pulled 
from the vehicle matched the 
bullets retrieved from the vic- 
tims’ bodies. 


AMMAN iPeira) — - The 
Cabinet Tuesday reviewed 
the draft budget soeech out- 
lining the Kingdom's finan- 
cial, monetary, develop- 
ment. and .social policies, 
which Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez will deliver 
to Parliament today. 

During the session, 
chaired by acting Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour. 
the Cabinet endorsed an 
agreement to reschedule 


Jordan's $66.4 miliion debt 
to Japan, and an agreement 
of bilateral cooperation 
between the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) and the 
French embassy in Amman. 

Under the agreement, the 
French government will 
gram the JVA JD35.700 to 
upgrade the efficiency of 
the irrigation system in Jor- 
dan V^ley. in addition to 
covering the costs of French 
enmneers who will be 


working on the project. The 
Cabinet authorised the JVA 
to sign the agreement on 
behaU" of the government. 

The Cabinet acceded to a 
request by the Iraqi minister 
of health to send a ten- 
member medical delega- 
tion, including specialists in 
kidney, chest, and general 
surgery, to Iraq to help per- 
form surgical operations in 
cooperation with Iraqi doc- 
tors. 


TTie Cabinet also 
endorsed an agreement on 
mutual promotion and pro- 
tection of investments con- 
cluded in Doha Iasi month 
between Jordan and Hol- 
land. 

Three delegations were 
given permis.sion to lake 
part in meetings on civil 
aviation, education, and 
road construction to be held 
in Cairo. Oman, and Italy, 
respectively. 


Health ministry, Algerian fund sign 
amendment to medical agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Health and 
Medical Care Tuesday 
signed an amendment to an 
agreement concluded last 
year with the Algerian 
National Health and Social 
Fund on expanding cooper- 
ation in medical-related 
fields. 

Officials at the ministp' 
said the amendment will 
allow Algerian citizens to 
receive treattnent for the 


eyes, kidneys, heart, cancer, 
and the nerv'ous system 
when referred by Algerian 
hospitals to Jordanian hos- 
pitals. 

Treatment will be con- 
ducted at Ministry of 
Health hospitals. Royal 
Medical Services hospitals, 
and the Jordan University 
Hospital, in addition to pri- 
vate hospitals including the 
Amman Surgical Hospital. 
Ibn Al Haitbam Hospital. 


and Al Amal Cancer Centre. 

Under the agreement, the 
ministry will accept 72 
Algerian doctors and spe- 
cialists. in addition to nurs- 
es and paramedics, to 
acquire training in Jordan- 
ian hospitals each year. 

The director of the Alger- 
ian fund. Abdul Majid Ben 
Na.ser, who signed the 
amendment document for 
his countiy. expressed hope 
that the new accord will 


contribute to further 
cementing bilateral rela- 
tions and praised the high 
level of medical service in 
Jordan. 

Ministry of Health Secre- 
tarv' General Mamoun 
Maabreh. who signed for 
Jordan, said the Kingdom, 
in association with the pri- 
vate sector, seeks to serve 
as a pioneering regional 
centre for medical treat- 


Defence of man charged with smuggling 
weapons contests court’s jurisdiction 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence 
team in the trial of a 34- 
year-old man accused of 
plotting attacks against 
tourists and smuggling 
weapons to the West Bank 
Monday contested the 
court’s jurisdiction in the 
case. 

Ismat Shukri is being 
tried at the State Security 
Court on charges of man- 
ufacturing explosives and 
smuggling weapons from 


1995 to 1997. 

Two other suspects. All 
A. and Mohammad M., 
are being tried in absentia 
on the same charges. 

In their 3-page argu- 
ment, the 7-member 
defence team also contest- 
ed the investigation pro- 
cedures. charging that 
their client was subjected 
to torture by the security 
forces and was forced to 
confess. 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet. Mr. 
Shukri. who has known 


the second defendant for 
seven years, manufac- 
tured explosives in 1995 
with the intent of using 
them against tourists and 
hid them in his home. 

In 1996. the two defen- 
dants met with the third. 
Mohammad M.. and 
decided to buy guns and 
machine guns to export to 
the West Bank with rub- 
ber boats via the Dead 
Sea. 

Mr. Shukri was arrested 
by security forces on 
Sept, 20, 1997 after the 


authorities received a tip 
that he possessed explo- 
sives and was smuggling 
weapons. 

State Prosecutor Ahmad 
Harran asked the coun for 
time to prepare a response 
for the defence's argu- 
ments. 

The military tribunal, 
headed by Judge Yousef 
Fa'ouri and including 
Judges Ahmad Ayash and 
Fawaz Boqour, agreed 
and set Dec. 14 as the date 
to hear the prosecution's 
response. 


Human rights group urges Parliament 
to reject draft laws on parties, unions 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — A local 
human rights group Mon- 
day slammed the govern- 
ment's public freedoms 
record and urged Parlia- 
ment to reject two draft 
laws it said would impose 
further limitations on 
political parties and pro- 
fessional associations. 

'The situation of human 
rights and freedoms in 
our country has witnessed 
a noticeable regression 
since last year," said the 
Jordanian Society for 
Human Rights (JSHRl 
said in a statement mark- 
ing the anniversary of the 
U.N.’s Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights. 

The JSHR. an indepen- 
dent year-old group head- 
ed by French-educated 
sociologist Suleiman 
Sweiss, also condemned 
the government for intro- 
ducing press restrictions 
in May and for not apply- 
ing principles of fairness 
and freedom in the Nov. 4 
general elections. 

The government of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, which was 
formed last March, has 
long rejected such 
charges, saying its oppo- 


nents have to learn the 
rules of democracy and 
accept majority deci- 
sions. 

The JHRS urged the 
newly-elected Lower 
House of Parliament, 
dominated by tribal lead- 
ers and pro-establishment 
figures, to “seriously con- 
sider the possible dangers 
before proceeding to 
endorse the draft laws (on 
political parties and pro- 
fessional associations)." 

They also told deputies 
to “consult with all mem- 
bers of civil society 
before any amendments 
are introduced." 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. in an speech to inau- 
gurate the new Parlia- 
ment late last month, 
promised that the govern- 
ment will introduce 
changes to three key laws 
to modernise Jordan's 
political drive. 

The laws cover political 
parties and future elec- 
tions. both key demands 
by the Islamist-led oppo- 
sition that boycotted the 
last poll, and a third law 
to regulate the work of 
the 12 professional asso- 
ciations, vehement critics 
of Jordan's 1994 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

But the opposition, out 
of Parliament following 


its boycon decision in 
July in protest against the 
peace deal and govern- 
ment policies. has 
stepped up criticism of 
the planned legislation. 

Though the government 
has remained tight-lipped 
on changes to the profes- 
sional associations law. 
reports in the local media 
have said the new rules 
will make membership in 
the unions voluntary, sep- 
arate public from private 
sector members, and 
appoint a manager to 
super\’ise the activities of 
each association. 

Successive govern- 
ments have been engaged 
in attempts to de-pofiti- 
cise the outspoken 
Islamist and leftist-domi- 
nated unions, criticising 
them for engaging in pol- 
itics at the expense of 
improving their mem- 
bers* professional stan- 
dards. 

The draft law on politi- 
cal parties, which were 
legalised in 1992 after a 
35-year ban. is expected 
to give the minister of 
interior a greater role in 
monitoring pany funds 
auid to increase the num- 
ber of founding members 
to 200 from 50T 

The new law is also 
expected to dissolve any 


political party that fails to 
achieve parliamentar>' 
representation in two 
consecutive elections and 
might introduce a capital 
requirement for parties. 

"The JSHR described 
press amendments intro- 
, duced seven months ago 
while Parliament was in 
recess as “one of the most 
dangerous steps taken by 
the governmenL" 

The temporary legisla- 
tion increased the paid-up 
capital requirement for 
weeklies and dailies, 
resulting in the closure of 
14 publications. 

The JSHR claimed that 
■'large segments of soci- 
ety were deprived of 
social, economic, and 
human rights" against the 
backdrop of widening 
poven>' and unemploy- 
ment among the 4.5 mil- 
lion population. 

"We are ringing the 
alarm bell because of this 
serious and grave situa- 
tion," said the group. "We 
would like to "stress that 
the policy of ignoring 
economic hardships and 
the misen.' of the people 
and suppressing human 
rights while turning the 
back on democratic 
demands will have seri- 
ous consequences," said 
the three-page statement. 
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North demands that U.S. troops 
quit South Korea as talks open 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
two Koreos, the United 
States and China opened 
landmark talks Tuesday 
aimed at concluding a 
permanent peace treaty 
for the peninsula, with 
the North demanding that 
U.S. troops quit" the 
South. 

For the first time, how- 
ever. Pyongyang 

appeared to accept a 
bilateral dialogue with 
Seoul, a South Korean 
government official said 
here. 

In the past. North Korea 
has said peace talks 
should be with the United 
States, since South Korea 
was not a party to the 
armistice that ended the 
1950-53 Korean conflict. 

The North also called 
fora normalisation of ties 
with the United States, 
considering this essential 
if a new peace mecha- 
nism were to be imple- 
mented on the peninsula, 
the official said. 

“The North Koreans 
said the reason they 
agreed to the four-party 
talks was because it could 
normalise relations 
between the United States 
and North Korea, but also 
to hold dialogue between 
South and North Korea," 
he added. 

“.As we had e.xpected. 
North Korea demanded 
the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops stationed in South 
Korea.” the official said, 
referring to the some 

37.000 U.S. soldiers sta- 
tioned south of the 3Sth 


parallel. 

The historic four-party 
talks, set to last two days, 
were a first step toward 
replacing the armistice 
that technically ended the 
war in 1953 but left the 
two Koreas divided by 
the world's most heavily- 
armed frontier. 

As Swiss foreign affairs 
official Jakob 

Kelienberger formally 
opened the meeting, 
reports from North Korea 
indicated the infant mor- 
tality rate had nearly dou- 
bled in the famine-strick- 
en natipn of 22 million. 

U.S. and South Korean 
officials have suggested it 
was the urgent need for 
food aid that had brought 
Pyongyang to the confer- 
ence table. 

Officially, however, the 
accent' was on a peace 
treaty. 

“We hope that this 
proces^ will result in the 
progressive introduction 
of confidence-building 
measures on the Korean 
Peninsula with the ulti- 
mate aim of ending the 
'no war. no peace' situa- 
tion which has prevailed 
since the signing of the 
armistice in 1953." Mr. 
Kelienberger told the ses- 
sion. 

The last frontier of the 
cold war, the demili- 
tarised zone between the 
capitaJist South and the 
Communist North, has 
seen repeated skirmishes. 

It is that history — the 
fear the beleaguered 
North Koreans might lash 


out against South Korea 
and the 37,000 U.S. 
troops there — that 
prompted Washington to 
push hard for the talks. 

China, which went to 
North Korea's aid against 
the U.S. -led Ignited 
Nations force in the 
Korean conflict. is 
expected to play media- 
tor. 

In a keynote speech, 
chief Chinese delegate 
Tang Jia.'<uan said that 
better relations between 
north and .south were not 
enough. and that 
Pyongyang and 

Washington should also 
strive for “ultimate nor- 
malisation of relations." 

A South Korean dele- 
gate meanwhile said it 
was up to Pyongyang and 
Seoul to “play the main 
roles while the U.S. and 
China play supporting 
rotes” at the talks. 

The talks followed 
months of diplomatic 
wrangling after they were 
first proposed in .April 
1996 by South Korean 
President Kim Young- 
Sam and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

“How the talks will turn 
out. nobody knows. But 
we hope the talks will 
eventually lead to the 
signing of the peace 
treaty after all these 
years." a South Korean 
official said. 

Li Cun. the North 
Korean ambas.sador to the 
United Nations, told 
reporters Monday that the 
talks were "very much a 


historical event." 

During the Geneva 
meeting.s. the four parties 
will try to agree on the 
structure of the talks, nar- 
row down the agenda and 
finally set the date for the 
next meeting in what will 
likely he a tough, drawn- 
out process. 

The opening of the talks 
coincided with reports of 
the first published statis- 
tics from Pyongyang on 
the effects of its massive 
food shortages. 

Aid workers quoted 
North Korean health min- 
istry figures as saying 
that the mortality rate for 
children under Five years 
had reached 58 per i.OCK) 
in 1996. up from 31 per 

1,000 in 1994. 

“1 think that rate is 
probably higher now as 
those figures arc almost a 
year old." said Karen 
Gottlieb, executive direc- 
tor of Americare.s Free 
Clinics who arrived in 
Beijing Tuesday from 
Pyongyang. 

The figures also indi- 
cated a plummeting birth 
rate. 

“The problem is of stag- 
gering proportions and 
although people are not 
dying of starvation, they 
don't get enough to eat 
and then they are getting 
sick and dying,” 
Americares Vice- 

Chairman Guy Smith 
said. 


Spain proposes shared 
Gibraltar rule with U.K. 


MADRID (R) — Spain 
proposed Tuesday sharing 
sovereignty with Britain 
over disputed Gibraltar in 
on apparent softening of 
its long-standing demand 
for sole rule. 

Spain will present the 
new compromise idea at 
an annual meeting on 
Gibraltar with British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook in London 
Wednesday, a Spanish for- 
eign ministry spokes- 
woman said. 

“Spain is to offer Britain 
shared sovereignty over 
Gibraltar." the spoke.s- 
woman said. 

Madrid has long in.si.sted 
that British rule of the tiny 
colony on Spain's south- 
ernmost tip is illegal and 
has claimed sole sover- 
eignty over the territory 
which it ceded to Britain 
in the 1 8th century. 

A British embas.sy 
spokesman in Madrid said 
London would not rule 
out any proposal immedi- 
ately. 

“Anything related to 
sovereignty needs to be 
considered' by the U.K. 
government and the peo- 
ple of Gibraltar, but no 


BALTIMORE. Mao’land 
(AFP) — FBI Deputy 
Director James Kallsirom 
met Monday with rela- 
tives of those who died 
on TWA Flight 800 to 
explain in person why 
investigators have ruled 
out terrorism as a cause 
of the plane crash. 

“I have taken this 
opportunity to see the 
families and I have 
explained to them why 
the criminal investigation 
was ended.” Mr, 
Kallsirom said at 
National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
hearings here into the 
unexplained crash. 

The Paris-bound 

Boeing 747 fell inio the 
.Atlantic Ocean shortly 
after take-off in New 
York on July 17. 1996. 
.All 230 passengers and 


offer will be rejected out 
of hand.” the spokesman 
said. 

But Gibraltarians have 
traditionally dismissed 
any attempts by Spain to 
lay claim to the territory. 

“Gibraltar's position is 
that shared sovereignty is 
unacceptable.” a Gibraltar 
government spokesman 
said. “Wc believe 
Gibraltar is British and 
always has been." 

Spain's proposal is the 
second bid it has made in 
as many months to resolve 
the thorny issue of rule 
over Gibraltar, a long- 
standing bone of con- 
tention with Britain. 

In October. Spain 
offered to case its restric- 
tions on air and sea access 
to Gibraltar in exchange 
for shared military u.se of 
the colony's airport, 
which Britain controls. 
TTie offer wa.s rejected. 

Britain almost blocked 
the approval of u new 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
structure lust week 
because Spain had refused 
its demands to lift the 
restrictions. 

But in what was seen as 


crew members were 

killed after the plane's 
half-filled central fuel 
tank exploded. 

The families “are ver>- 
frustrated because we stifl 
don't know basically 

what happened and 

because we haven't been 

able to close this case, but 
they are basically satis- 
fied with our investiga- 
tion." Mr. Kallstrom .said. 

Michel Cremades. pres- 
ident of the association of 
victim's families, said he 
was not satisfied. 

“Wc have repeated one 
more time to the FBI our 
reque.st to pursue the 
criminal invesiiguiion." 
Mr. Cremades said. ”We 
have been told that the 
notion of criminal negli- 
gence doesn't exist in 
U.S. law and therefore 
there is no basis to pursue 


a concession to Spain. 
Britain dropped its objec- 
tions ai the last moment 
and the new NATO struc- 
ture was approved. 

The restrictions, which 
complicate movement 
between Gibraltar and the 
Spanish mainland, remain 
in force. Planes cannot fly 
directly from Gibraltar: to 
Spain and ships must 
make long detours around 
Spanish waters to reach 
Gibraltar's docks. 

The Spanish foreign 
ministry denied a British 
newspaper report that 
Spain would offer Britain 
a lease on the tcrriiorv. 

“The deal has nothing to 
do with a 99-year lease as 
the times newspaper 
reported." the ministry 
spokeswoman said. “The 
report w as wrong, but we 
can give no further details 
at this point." 

Spain handed over 
Gibraltar to Britain under 
the 1713 treaty of Utrecht 
after un .Anglo-Dutch 
force captured it in 1704 
in the war of the Spanish 
succession. 


it. 

“This concept exi.sis. 
however, in French law 
and the French criminal 
investigation is still ongo- 
ing and Mr. Kallsirom 
offered to cixiperaie fully 
to this investigation." 

Mr. Kallstrom said the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is cooperat- 
ing with French authori- 
tie's within the limit of 
U.S. law. 

Cremades' association 
is asking for choiges of 
criminal negligence to be 
filed against Boeing. 
TWA and the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

"rhe NTSB. which 
investigates air crashes, is 
conducting the five-day 
hearing here in an effort 
to put to rest the lingering 
controversy over the 
crash. 


Approval of 
Hashimoto 
cabinet 
falls to 
record low 
35 per cent 

TOKYO (AFPi — 
Public approval of 
Japanese Prime 

Minister Ryutarn 

Hashimoto's govern- 
ment has plunged to 35 
per cent, the lowest 
since he took office in 
January 1996. a leading 
bu.sine.ss daily reported 
Tuesday. 

The Nihon Kei/ai 
Shimbun said the oui- 
csime reflected voters' 
dissuli.sfuclion with Mr. 
Hashimoio’s economic 
policie.s and reform 
pfan.s amid a financial 
crisis following the 
failures of financial 
institutions. 

The latest approval 
rate showed a decline 
of 7.S percentage 
points from the previ- 
ous poll in September. 

The newspaper also 
found that the disap- 
proval rale increased 

9.0 percentage points to 
44.6 per cent, also the 
highest .since the begin- 
ning of Hashimoto's 
first cabinet. 

The business daily 
conducted the nation- 
wide poll on 3.000 vot- 
ers two days after 
Hashimoto finalised his 
propo.sals on streamlin- 
ing the Japanese gov- 
ernment on Deccnihcr 
3. Of the polled. 60.9 
per cent responded. 

Led by Hashimoto. 
the admini.sirulive 
reform council 

finalised a proposal to 
cut down (he number of 
govemmem ministries 
and agencic.s from 22 to 
13 by~ 2001. in line with 
its original proposal. 

The final report .said 
the number of civil .ser- 
vants would al.so be cut 
by at least 10 percent 
over 10 vears from 
2fKJI. 

But the survey said 38 
per cent did not 
upprai.se Mr. 

Hashimoto's proposal. 


FBI official meets relatives 
of TWA Flight 800 victims 



Bosnian President Alya Ixuthegoviuh tunis an»und as Serb Republic President 
BUjana Pla%'sic (rear centre) sits ut the conferenev talilc at the start of the plenai^' con- 
ference of the Peace Implementation Council in Bonn. German Foreign Minister 
Klau.s Kinkel called for reconciliation between the varitius ethnic groups in Bosnia at 
the meeting (Reuter photo i 

German FM Kinkel calls for 
tougher enforcing of Bosnia peace 


BONN (AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel called here Tuesday 
for the main international 
repre.sentative in Bosnia to 
be given the power he needs 
to finally make the three 
ethnic factions there coop- 
erate. 

Opening a peace imple- 
mentation conference on 
Bo.snia. Mr. Kinkel .said 
High Repre.sentative Carlos 
Westendorp “mu.si be able 
to impose interim .solutions 
until the Bosnian insttui- 
tions have reached agree- 
ment.” 

“The permanent blockage 
of major decisions must be 
prevemed." Mr. Kinkel 
said, adding ihut “this 
applies especially when? 
overdue ducLsions have to 
be made, if ncees.sury 
against the will of individ- 
ual groups." 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
Serb representative in 
Bosnia's collective presi- 
dency. rejected the idea of 
the high representative hav- 
ing more powers and said 
the “pressure by the inter- 
national communiiy is 
unfair and cnimicrproduc- 
live" since the Serbs were 
not hi(x:king the |x.‘ace 
process. 

A total of 5 i nations, as 
well as 21 inlemalioniil 
organisations, began a iwit- 
duy meeting in Bonn 
Tuesday u.« move towards 
full implemctiiaiion of the 
Bosnian peace accoriis. The 
43-monlh w ji in Bo'>n):i )ta^ 
been over f«'r two sears bm 
little progress has been 
made in gening the Muslim. 
.Serb ami Cmai factions to 
build a country together. 

The problem I'f refugees 
being unable (o return to 
their homes is a key topic 
here at the ministerial meet- 


ing of the Peace 
Implementation Council of 
the Dayton peace accords 
r«»r Bosnia, which comes 
tmly si.N monih.s hefon.* the 
end of the manUaie for the 
NATO-led peacekeeping 
force. 

Muslims. Serbs and 
Croats continue m live in 
Bosniii in seciors that have 
hccti ethnically cleansed of 
the other groups, with dis- 
sigrccmeni on .such basic 
mailers u.s u common pa.s.<>- 
port. nag and even uniform 
licence plates. 

Mr, Westendorp told the 
conference; ‘The petice 
process (in Bo.sniai is .seri- 
ously blocked." 

He stressed that there was 
"no iilternaiive" to LMifore- 
ing the Dayton ticeords. 
which ended the wtir in 
December 1995. and set up 
a Bosnia .stale with two 
entities — a Mu.slim-Crnai 
federation tind n Serb 
republic. 

Mr. Westendorp critici.sed 
those in Bosnia "who nos- 
talgic for the pre-war situa- 
tion. refuse to accept the 
new realities brought up by 
Dayton and desperately 
cling to the old siruciurcs 
tliey dominate." an apparent 
rel'ereiicc tc» ilic Serbs. 

He said “far too niaiiy war 
crimes indiciee.s still rcmam 
at large." ami specifically 
named Serb hardline leader 
Radovan Karad/.ic. wlin is 
living in Pale in Bosnia 
despite heing snuyin bj the 
Inient.ilional War Crimes 
'rrihunal that sits in The 
Hague. 

Mr. Westcmlirrp saiil lie 
was "not seeking from this 
council a new or reviscil 
mandate, not yet" but wa.s 
''seeking full support in die 
mi*re vigorous exercise id' 
mv e.xislinu mandate in 


order to dear the boulders 
strewn across our path." 

NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solatia said: “We 
cumiiii accept gridlrick itt 
the common institutions 
that are so crucial to consol- 
idating the peace." 

He said concrete comniil- 
menls must include 

"rcstruciuring of local 
police" and "the reform of 
the judicial and penal sy.s- 
tcni.s in Bosnia." 

Mr. Kinkel said iliui he 
and French Foreign 

Minister Hubert Vedrine 
had in .Sarajevo la.st week 
given Bosnian leaders an 
ultimatum to make deci- 
sion.s on the ptutspon issue 
as well as a common cur- 
rency and "a law on the 
ftinclions of the council of 
ministers." 

“The Joint mcs.syge from 
Hubert Vedrine and me was 
that the Bosnian leadership 
should not come to Bonn 
with empty hands.” Mr. 
Kinkel said. 

Bosnian Pre.sidcni Alija 
Ixeibegovic. who is 
Mu.slim. and Croat 
Kre.simir Mr. Zubak were at 
the cmifereiice. us well as 
Mr. Krajisnik. 

Mr. Kinkel also referred 
in his speech to Kosovo, an 
Alhanian-majoriiy enclave 
in .Serbia, saying there 
should lx‘ "a special status 
for the region and u guaran- 
tee that human and minority 
rights will be respected. .A 
pcditical solution is long 
overdue. TJic violence must 
stop." 

Drag'unir Vuciccvic 
immediately rcsptinJeJ for 
')'ugosld\ia. which is made 
up of Serbia and 
Miinicnegm. hs denintnc- 
ing wh.il he called "imac- 
ceptable interference m our 
internal affairs." 


Australians 
half-hearted about 
convention on republic 


SYDNEY (Al-Pt — Fewer 
than half of .Australia's 12 
million registered vt^icrs 
have returned ballot papers 
to elect delegates to an 
upcoming cnnsiiiuiional 
convention in discuss sev- 
ering links with the British 
monarchy. 

With the deadline of O.IH.) 
p.m. Tuesday, urmind 4.3 
per cent of liie ptipers had 
been reiiirned. representing 
just 5.1 million voters in an 
election ft'r which, unlike 
other elections hcM here, 
voting is nnn-cniTiptilsory. 

Republicans anti monar- 
chists alike expressed tlis- 
appointment at llte lovv 
Fcsponsc. with repuhlicans 
blaming the government. 

Howe\ cr, the pro-ropiihli- 
can I.:ib<iur oppo.siiinn said 
the convention to be held in 
February was unnecessary, 
since pt>IIs have eonsisicm- 
ly shown a majority of 
Austriilians in favour of a 
republic. 

Convention co-chair and 
Republican Ian Sinclair 
said he had ho(>ed for the 
luigest voter turnout possj. 
bic. 


"I wiHilil have hoped ilial 
we had something over wi 
per cent. I'm disappitinied 
that we dw't. hvtt I dot\'t 
think that in any way n's 
going to prejudice the cun- 
duel of iIjc conveniioti." 
Mr. Sinclair told ABC tele- 
vision. 

.Australian Republican 
Movemuni (ARMt 

lYesideni Malcolm 

Turnbull blamed Special 
Minister of Slate Nick 
Minchin for the low 
lurnoui. accusing him i*f 
doing everything possible 
to wreck the polls. 

"We'll d<» our very bc.si to 
make this convention work 
but 1 have to tell you. it's no 
thanks m him,'* suiti Mr. 
Turnhull. 

“He'.s done everythim: he 
possibly can in n’lake It a 
mess." 

Mr. Minchin rejected the 
criticism, saying; “It's no 
good now- turning around 
and complaining to the 
gewernmem if he belicve.s 
he liasn'i Ivon successful 
enough in gening republi- 
can suppiincrs u> vote for 
the consentiiin," 


Genetic 
therapy 
used to treat 
obesity 


WASHINGTON ( AFPt — A 
sirrglc injection n geneii- 
caily ctigirhx*rcd vini.s man- 
aged nhc-siiy jtnd diabetes in 
mice for scverti] months, .sqys 
a .smdy publi.shed Monday in 
die Procccding.s of *thc 
National Ac^my of 
Sciences. 

Mice deprived of the gene 
producing Icpiin. the rcccntiv 
identified hormone invi.tlvcd 
in weight conLrul. tended to 
overcot and get l';u. ihe study 
found. TIk mice al.so sh*.wvcd 
symptoms siinllur m those in 
hunijins .sufTcriiic diabetes 
caused by obesity. 

Mice injcctwl with leptin ate 
smaller quantities ?)f foot! and 
weighed less, but they need- 
ed iFcquent infusions of the 
homionc to stay stable. 

Using genetic engineering, 
researchers adapted a v irus to 
cany the gene for leptin. 
which was injected into the 
muscles of the leptin- 
deprived mice. The rodents 
conseqiicftlly mai niai ned 
nornial weight, appetite and 
levels of in.sulin and glucose 
over six months. 


Amnesty 

says 

world still 
breaking 
rights 
promises 

jOHANNESBURGfRt- 
AmneMy Inicmaiional 
said Tuesday many gov- 
ernments around the 
world were still abusinz 
human rights almost 50 
years after the signing of 
the Universal Declaradnn 
of Human Rishis 
lUDHR). 

"The declaration... was a 
promise by governments 
to work low'ards a world 
without cruelty and injus- 
tice. to work towards a 
w-i>rld without hunger and 
ignorance." Pierre Sane, 
amnesty secretary-general 
told a news conference in 
Johannesburg. 

■■■^’ct almost 50 years 
later, the record of man\ 
gasernnients is one nf 
broken promises." Mr. 
Sune .said, launching a 
campaign for leaders and 
citizens to pledge suppon 
for the declaration u Jay 
ahead of Imernaiiunal 
Human Rights Da> 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Sane .said the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. fornitM'lv Zaire, 
was one urea of concern 
and urged Kinshasa in 
allow a U.N. investigation 
into the disappearance ol 
Rwandan Hutu refugees to 
proceed unhampered. 

The London-based 
organisation says 200,fH')(i 
Hutus are still mi.ssing in 
the ea.si of the country, 
where thousands are 
alleged to ha\e been mas- 
sacred hy troops loyal to 
Congo Presi'clent Laurent 
Kdbilu. hacked hy 
Rwandan Tutsi forces. 

Both armies deny (he 
charges. .Amnesty said 
Kin.shusu hud culled it the 
"enemy of the people" for 
compiuining about alleged 
human rights abuses in ihe 
cnuniry . 

But despite continued 
human rights violations. 
Mr. Sane said the dcclaru- 
tit^n. adopted in response 
to llte ulrociiie.s cnmmiiicd 
during World War 11. hud 
formed the basis of human 
rights proleclinn for the 
last lialf century. 

"The UDHR ha.s been 
used us a manifesto f'V 
those wim /»>ughi coh" 
niulisni. racism, gcmlet 
discnminjiion and 
apart lieid. 

"No government will 
stand up and say tlu.'> 
dt»n't support human 
rights." he said. "In lerms 
of idcniogv, the human 
liglils movement has 
the battle." 

.Amnesty wants i»i gather 
millions of signature- 
from individuals willine 
to pledge their support to 
the declaration. It ''dl 
then present them n* li**-' 
United Nation.s on Dee. 
10. 1998, the document “ 
50th anniversurv. 

Mr. Sune said Bumie'e 
opposUion leader Amie 
•San Suit Kyi and MnO 
Robinson, the U.N.'s hieh 
commissioner for huinni' 
righi.s. had been anion): 
the fir.si to sign the decla- 
ration. 

‘Wc want to show there 
is a groundsu’eli of 
lur suppon for the rights in 
the declaration. To sho" 
that the public will nni 
stand by for another 
.'ears of brc»ken promi*' 
cs," he said. 

Noel van Breda- 
amnesty chuirinan 
South .Africa, said th*-' 
group had chosen i" 
launch its campaign if* 
South Africa because the 
country had become a be;!- 
con of hope for the eonn* 
neni and the whole '^‘**^*1 
since the end of apartheid- 
Amnesty is due ii' held 
its 2.3rd biennijj 
Imcrnationut Coune 
meeting in Cape 
from Dec. 12 to 19 
e.xpects 500 human righ*' 
activists from ROcouiiine* 
to attend. 


iij* : 
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U.N. team begins massacre 
probe in former Zaire 


KINSHASA (AFP) — A 
U.Np team probing allega- 
tions of massacres in the for- 
mer Zaire arrived in the 
nonhwestem town of Mban- 
daka was Monday to begin its 
long-delayed investigation, 
mission spokesman Jose Diaz 
said. 

The investigaiofs. including 
about 15 experts, flewinfrcxn 
Kinshasa in a plane chartered 
by the United Nations, and 
were scheduled to meet with 
local leaders Tuesday. 

Mbandaka is the first sic^ 
of an investigaticxi that has 
been blocked for months by 
the regime of President Lau- 
rent I^ila, who took control 
in the newly named Democ- 
ratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) in May. A preparatory 
team 1^ for Mbandaka, some 
600 kilomeoes from FCin- 
sbasa. ahead of the UJ^. 
experts last >\^edne$day to 
assess safety conditions and 
necessaiy logistics for the 
first Tou^ of investigations. 

The team, v^ch has 
been waiting in Kinshasa for 
the past four weeks to be 
aUov^ to go to Mbandaka, is 
to investigate serious allega- 
tions by several human ri^ts 
oiganisfUdons. 

The oiganisations. includ- 
ing Amnesty International, 
cl^ the massacres were car- 
ried out by Tutsi-led rebels 
v^iio helped Mr. Kabila topple 
the dictator Mobutu 
SekoinMay. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
refugees had fled to Zaire 
fiom Rwanda’s genocidal 
civil war of 1994. While most 
te&iroed home after Mr. Kabi- 
la's rebellion began in Octo- 
ber 1996, many stayed behind 
and tens of thousands are 
feared slaughtered. 

Kinshasa has systematically 
rejected the allegations, 
denouncing them as a cam- 
paign to tarnish the image of 
the*DRC. The probe will also 
travel to eastern DRC where 
Mr. Kabila’s rebellion was 
launched in Oaober 1996. 
Tbe mission is finally under 
way just days after the Worid 
Bank host^ a develtmmeat 
conference for the DRC in 
Brussels that pledged 


resumed aid for the devastat- 
ed country' and recognised 
Kinshasa’s recent goodwill 
towards tbe U.N. prcSe. 

The development also 
comes ahead of a visit Friday 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albri^L In meet- 
ings with Mr. Kabila, Ms. 
Albright will “look beyond 
the immediate present and try 
to find ways to support the 
successful transformation of 
that country, which frankly 
could go either way,” a State 
Department official said last 
weeL 

By allowing the investiga- 
tion to go forward, Kinsh^ 
has put aside impediments, 
foot-egging and broken 
promises that fiiistrated the 
international community and 
UJ4. chief Kofi Annan for 
months. Two earlier planned 
U.N. missions were rejected 
in June and July. Kiiuhasa 
objected to mission lea^r 
Roberto Gaireton of Chile, 
who wrote a report in March 
accusing Mr. F^ila's troops 
of committing massacres. 
The United Nations even&ial- 
ly relented, a]^inting a 
Togolese legal expert. Atsu- 
Koffi Amega, to replace Mr. 
Gaireton. But the int’estiga- 
tors' woes continued. Jn 
August and September they 
languished in Kinshasa, pre- 
vented from beginning tiieir 
mission for one reason or 
ancxher by the DRC authori- 
ties. 

Mr. Annan recalled the 
team to New York for consul- 
tations in early October. On 
OcL 25 the U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations, Bill 
Richaidson, came to Kin- 
shasa to seek a new accond 
with Mr. Kabila on the mis- 
sion. The investigators 
returned to Kinshasa in 
November ou the basis of 
these anangements. bur Mr. 
Annan had to twice issue 
public warnings to the Kin- 
shasa government on the con- 
sequences of refusing to 
cooperate. 

The probe's mandare runs 
until Feb. 28. Given the series 
of delays. Mr. Annan has told 
the DRC that the mission may 
extend until May if necessaiy. 



Richard Branson (right), accompanied by family and 
friends, searches the sky for the baUoon in which be had 
planned to attempt his round-the-world record break- 
ing jonmey, after it broke free of its moorings (Reuter 
photo) 

Branson loses balloon, 
scuppers record-breaking bid 

RABAT tAFP) — British bil- said the venture was far from 
lionaife I^hard Branson lost over, 
hi.s bM-air balloon in a freak “We are looking for it now 
accident Tbesdny. scuppering with helicopters so all is not 
his latest Nd to fly around die Iosl" he said. "When I first 

woild. Mien it broke free of its heard the news 1 ihousht it was 

moorings and sailed away all over, but 1 think we wiD live 
without him. to fight another day, if not this 

The high-tech craft was car- >‘ear then definitely next year, 
ried away by a sudden gust of A small explosion was heard 
wind as the final preparations before the balloon's “envelope" 

were under way in Marrakech, split from tbe pilots' capsule 

Morocco, for his second and soared aw'ay without any- 

attempt to Qy around the wcxid one on board. 
non-st(^ in a ballooa Tbe balloon wrenched free as 

Mr. Branson put a trave face technicians were inflating it 

on it. admitting the si^t of it with helium at the launch site 

flying away hud “brou^t a tear near here, 

to my eye*‘ but saying he hoped Earlier, a spokesman for Mr. 
to recover the balloon and set Branson said the team, due to 
off ne.xt week. ha\'e taken off fiom Morocco. 

sent a plane and a heli- was not giving up its attenqx to 

copter to try to find it I still circumnavigate tbe world, but 

hc^ we can find it and leave that “it will take weeks to make 

next week on our trip round the a new balioon." 
world," Mr. Branscn told AFP “Wfe will see if it is possible 
by telephone from Marrakesh. cr not to make a new one 
"W? were not lucky " he said, before February, the final date 

‘'The balloon broke free fiom at which an attempt at a round- 
its moorings at the most deU- the-w'orld fli^t can be made." 
cate moment of the final prepa- he said, 

ladcxis. very technical ones, >M1I Whiiehcxn, a 
during the i^ating of tbe bal- spokesman for Branson's Mr- 
loon." gin group, said that a “sudden 

Mr. Branson added that even gust" of thermal wind had 
if he failed to recov'er the bal- come o£T tbe Atlas Mountains 
loon (his time, he would return "and ripped the balloon fiom its 

to Marrakesh next year for moorings." 
anorber attempt The tycoon was a few hours 

The tAnaire. from a second bid to become 

aa'ompanied ty bis daughter the first person to fly around ibe 

Holly. 16, and son Sam. 12, world non-siop by balloon. 


U.S. launches alliance, blasts 
slow progress at climate talks 


KYOTO (AFP) — The 
United States launched 
Tuesday an alliance with, 
friendly nations at U.N. cli- 
mate talks and blasted slow 
progress in negotiations to 
combat global w'arming. 

Chief U.S. negotiator Stu- 
art Eizenstat said negotiu- 
lioos ".still have far to go 
and we do not sense the 
urgency on the part of many 
countries that is necessary 
given the lateness of the 
hour.” 

“Because time is .short 
and because of the difficul- 
ty of the negotiations we 
have had, we have uied to 
find ways to find common 
ground with other coun- 
tries," he said. 

Mr. Eizenstat said the 
United States was working 
on a “new approach” of 
trading emissions with 
other countries including 
Japan, Russia. Australia. 
New Zealand and Canada. 

The alliance “would be 
open to any other like- 
minded countries that also 
believe in the need for dif- 
ferentiation to bridge the 
gaps that exist” between 
developed countries, he 
said. 

many details 
remain to be worked out 
about this umbrella group, 
which could trade amongst 


itself, our discussions have 
been constructive and have 
made progress,” the U.S. 
delegation chief told a news 
conference. 

The countries would 

press ahead with work on 
the grouping later in the 
day and would meet again 
with the European Union, 
he .said. 

The European Union 

aims to be treated as a sin- 
gle entity, or “bubble” in 
die conference, which seeks 
to impose legally-binding 
cuts on developed coun- 
tries* output of greenhouse 
gases, blamed for warming 
the world. 

Mr. Eizenstat blasted pro- 
posals by some countries, 
included in a draft Kyoto 
Protocol released hours ear- 
lier. that only three gases be 
dealt with here and that 
another three be tackled at 
next year's meeting in 
Buenos Aires. 

Taking 1990 emission 
levels as a base, tbe United 
States had offered to sta- 
bilise by 2008-12, the Euro- 
pean Union to cut by 15 per 
cent by 2010 and Japan to 
reduce by five per cent cut 
by 2008-12. 

But the U.S. offer includ- 
ed six gases while Japan 
and the EU comprised only 
three. 


"Had we adopted a three- 
gas appixiach it would have 
given the United States a 
reduction figure of six per 
cent, lower than the one we 
now have, but we did not 
want to play a numbers 
game," he said. 

" “These other three gases 
... are the most rapidly 
growing and the most long- 
Fasting — some will last 
some 20.IXX) years — and it 
is fundamentally and envi- 
ronmeutally unsound not to 
cover them.” 

The draft protocol 
released Tuesday includes 
the emissions of three 
major gases blamed for 
trapping the earth's heat — 
cariran dioxide, nitrous 
oxide and methane. 

The ofiicial proposal calls 
for the three gases not 
i ncl uded, hy drofl uorcar- 

bons. perfluorocarbons and 
sulphur hexafluoride, to be 
taken up at next year's con- 
ference. 

Mr. Eizenstat said the 
U.S. decision to show flex- 
ibility. announced by U.S. 
Vice President AI Gore here 
the previous day. depended 
on a package including the 
six gases and “meaningful 
participation" by develop- 
ing nations. 

TTie draft protocol only 
includes a section that 


allows developing coun- 
tries to voluntarily declare a 
target for limiting green- 
house gas emissions with 
their own timetables. 

Developed countries are 
called on to provide extra 
financing and transfer tech- 
nology "to help poorer 
nations meet their long- 
standing commitment to 
improve the quality of 
emissions as far as possible. 

The proposal launches a 
so-called clean develop- 
ment fund under which 
developed countries can 
win credit on their own 
reduction targets by helping 
poorer countries to reduce 
emissions. 

Mr. Eizenstat said the 
United States welcomed the 
clean fiind proposal. 

He said the U.S. propos- 
als include real reductions 
below 1990 levels in the 
2(X18-12 lime frame. 

“While I am not going to 
go into more detail here 
because of the sensitive 
timing, the figure reported 
earlier today (of a two per 
cent cur on six gases) 
understates our proposal," 
he said. 

The U.S. official cut the 
news conference shon 
without allowing questions, 
blaming the frenetic negoti- 
ations. 


Cambodia’s strongman blasts ‘anarchic democracy’ 


PHNOM PENH (AFPl — 
Cambodian strongman Hud 
Sen Tuesday called for law 
and order to be respected 
while attacking “anuichic 
democracy" as a menace to 
public security. "Anarcliic 
democracy brings nothing but 
danger to the Cambodian 
nation and people." Hun Sen 
said in a speech marking the 
handover of nearly 200 mili- 
tary vehicles provided by 
under a ci^t .scheme. 

The powerful second prime 
minister called July's fierce 
fighting, in which he eftec- 


tively ousted co-Preniier 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
“regretful," but said it had 
been “provoked by extrem- 
ists." 

'In the iraplement^on of 
democracy in Cambodia, 
drawing on experiences from 
this past event in July, the 
royal government deariy 
determines that the just and 
beneficial democracy is a 
democracy in conformity with 
the state of law," Hun Sen 
said. 

Hun Sen has said he was 
forced into the July action 


because the prince, who is 
now in exile facing criminal 
charges at home, was break- 
ing the law b>' importing 
we^xHis illegally and dealing 
with the outlawed Khmer 
Rouge. 

Prince Ranariddh has 
denied the cbaiges. but has 
said he will not stand trial in 
Cambodia where human 
rights workers and legal 
observers sa>' thejudidal sys- 
tem is politically biased. 

In his speech Hun Sen 
pittised China for its non- 
interference following Prince 


Ranariddh'.s ousting, which 
brought fierce condemnation 
from the WesL 

“Related to the (July) event, 
though some intemaiional cir- 
cles did not rightly understand 
the real situation in Cambodia, 
some friendly countries have 
taken the right and fair stance 
toward the Cambodian prob- 
lem." he said. 

China "fiimly stands on the 
principles of peaceflil co-exis- 
lence. respecting indepen- 
dence and sovereignt)' and 
non-interference of (Cambo- 
dia's) internal affairs." he said. 


We have moved forward 


only by embracing change. 
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The message 
from Tehran 

THERE IS no doubt that the current 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) sum- 
mit is a turning point for the Muslim World in 
general, but speciflcaily for Iran. If we are to 
judge by the speech made by President 
Mohammad Khatami at the opening session of 
the snmmit, Iran is turning away from its past 
radical positions and Is advocating Instead dia- 
logue and accommodation. President Khatami 
used the occasion of assuming the leadership of 
the Muslim World to put forward his blueprint 
for a new Iran, a country at peace with itself and 
the world. He told his people and his fellow 
Muslim leaders that they need to understand the 
West and enter into dialogue with it. He told them 
they need to develop their civil sodeties because, 
he said, 'to return and stay in the past is regres- 
sion and backwardness.'* 

Mr. Khatami’s message went beyond criticising 
Mnsllm fundamentalists at home and abroad into 
calling on "intellectuals and thinkers to reexam- 
ine our heritage... and tradition on the one hand 
and the sophisticated understanding of the mod- 
em world on the other.** Cnllke the rhetoric and 
radical language that Khatami’s superior, the 
supreme leader of the Islamic revolution. 
Ayatollah AH Khamenei, the president urged 
Muslims to strive, through effective and contin- 
ued participation in the provision of peace and 
security at regional and global levels. The estab- 
lishment of peace lis) a universal responsibility,'* 
Mr. Khatami said. The message that Mr. Khatami 
sent out was echoed by other speakers and ofll- 
cials from the Muslim World. 

If the show of support that the Muslim World 
lent to Tehran during the past week continues and 
if a common agenda for the future is reached by 
the end of Thursday, then we are sure beading for 
an era of openness not only among Muslims, but 
also between Muslims and the West The Tehran 
message cannot of course escape the attention of 
the W'est, especially the U.5. What we hope to see 
from now on is reciprocal moves and a relaxation 
of tension in the region both on the front of the 
peace process and the front of Iraq. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i’s Sulion Huiiab said the Arab leaders who 
have failed to date to hold a summit of their ow n to dis- 
cuss pressing i.ssues and achieve reconciliation among 
their countries should take advantage of being in 
Tehran to attend the Islamic summit to hold a meeting 
among themselves. Numerous outstanding issues in the 
Arab World await discussion, particularly the Arab- 
Israeli issue, the Israeli government's intransigence, the 
plight of the Palescinian.s and the deadlocked Middle 
Ea.si peace process. Hattab said. He said most of the 
moderate .\rab countries which have accepted the 
peace process feel betrayed by Netanyahu's stands and 
his drive to destroy the Oslo accord concluded with the 
Palestinians and his determination to hold on to the 
occupied territories in Syria and Lebanon. The Arabs 
ore also disappointed with the U.S. which continues to 
condone Israd's policies and cover up for them by iry'- 
ing to justify Netanyahu's actions, the writer said. He 
cited U.S. Secretory of State Madeleine Albright's lat- 
est statement calling on the Palestinians and the Israelis 
to take painful decisions to reach agreement as evi- 
dence that Washington continues to treat the victim on 
the some level as the aggressor rather than force Israel 
to comply with the w ifi of the w'orld community. The 
writer said the Islamic summit offers the Arabs u 
chance to secure support from the Islamic World for 
their peace endeavours. 

AI DllStOUr's Jihad Momani paid tribute to Saudi 
Arabia's mediation elTorts which led to a reconciliation 
between Qatar and Egypt and ended ihcir propaganda 
warfare. TTie Arab World is ftjll of differences and divi- 
sions among leaders and governments and requires 
more than one leader nr one country to o.ssunie respon- 
.sibillty to end them, said the writer. Indeed. Momani 
said, differences among Arab leaders have re.sulted in 
hostilities among the Arab countries in the past decades 
and ruined many opportunities for joint Arab effons at 
the political, economic and other levels. The writer sug- 
gested that the Arab World create a pan-.Arab tribunal 
comprising experts and reputed judges to deal in an 
unbiased manner with disputes, including border dis- 
putes and the causes of differences that continue to mar 
.Arab relation.s and deny the Arab societies many oppor- 
tunities for progress and developmenL Once Uic Arab 
lexers succeed in defusing internal ten.sion$. he added, 
the way will Ik paved for looking into prospects of col- 
lective'efforts to lift the .sanctions imposed on Iraq and 
other Arab states. 


An immigration case that could set a bad precedent 


SOME TIME before the end of December, the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalisation Sen'ice ilNSl will for- 
mally appeal an immigration judge's decision to allow 
Imad Hamad to remain in the United States and become 
a U.S. citizen. This INS action is but the latest chapter in 
Imad's 17-year saga in the U.S. It is also the most dan- 
gerous. 

Imad Hamad is a 34-year-old Palestinian refugee from 
Lebanon. He entered the United State.s in 1980 as a stu- 
dent. Imad is married to a U.S. citizen and is employed 
as a social worker by Arab Community Centre for 
Economic and Social Services fACC^Si and as a com- 
munity organiser by the Arab American Institute <AAIl. 
He is the father of two children, and he and his wife. 
Arwa. are expecting their third child early next year. 

In 1991, Arwa filed an immigration petition for Imad. 
After a series of administrative battles with immigration 
officials, it has now become clear why the INS has been 
so opposed to Imad's application to remain in the U.S.: 
they are charging that Imad. as a student in the 1980s. 
was involved in activities supportive of the Popular 
From for the Liberation of Palestine iPFLP). The INS 
apparently has photographs of Imad at rallies and fund- 
raising dinners sponsored by the PFLP. especially during 
and after Israel's invasion of Lebanon. 

I .say “apparently" because the INS has refused to 
make its evidence public. In court proceeding.^, they 
have used a provision of the 1996 Anti-ieirorism Law 
that allows the government to use secret evidence in 
deportation cases. In this instance, only the judge ha.s 
been permitted to see the government's “evictence." 
Neither Imad nor his lawyer has been allowed to see any 
of the material. 

However, the INS* efforts have been unsuccessful. 
When an immigration judge was shown the secret evi- 
dence during a September court proceeding, he rejected 
the government's cose against Imad. finding nothing in 
the evidence that would justify deporting him from the 


U.S. It was hoped that this would murk the end of the 
Hamad family's ordeul. However, on October 9. the INS 
declared its intention to appeal the decision and contin- 
ue to press for Imad's deponaiinn. 

Hiere are many troubling aspects to this cn.<«c. 

Rrst and foremo.si is the humanitarian dimcn.sion. 
Should the INS win. imad and his family will be faced 
with two choices: either they will have to leave the U.S. 
and go into exile — despite the fact that Arwa and the 
children are U.S. citizens — or the family will be shat- 
tered with Imad being forced to leave alone, with his 
wife and children remaining behind. 

Of great importance to many Americans are the con- 
.siitutional aspecl.s of this case. Imad's case rcprc.'icnts 
the first time that the INS has actually used the “.secret 
evittence** provision in an immigration court proceeding. 
Fuithermore. in the INS* notice of intention to appeal, 
they specifically ciie that their case aguin.sl Imad is 
based on their contention that he has been associated 
with the PFLP. They do not argue that he has been 
engaged in any criminal activity — only associated with 
the group. Since the PFLP has now been declared one of 
the 30 groups de.signuled by the State Depurtment as 
“terrorist." any association with these groups has now 
become illegal and grounds for deportation. 

niese actions are deeply troubling to American.*, who 
value the U.S. Constitution. Numerou.s past court cases 
have siKcificnlly ruled that the rights guaranteed by the 
constitution apply to all U.S. citizens and non-cili/ens 
who reside in the U.S. One of these guarantees individ- 
uals the ri^M to know all evidence that is to be used 
against them and to confront that evidence and any 
accusers in an open court of law. 

Imad's supporters know that he has not been engaged 
in any criminal or violent activity. Furthermore, they 
point to the fact that when the trial judge reviewed the 
secret evidence presented by the INS: he dismi.ssed the 
case and allowed Imad to remain in the U.S. Whv then 


is the INS continuing to pursue Imad? 

There is .strong suspicion that the only basis for the 
iiovemment's litigation is Imad’s activities as a student 
encased in protest aciivilie.s and fund-raising to support 
the humanitarian activities ol the PFLP. To rule such 
activities illegal. a.s the 1996 Anti-terronsm Law does, 
also violates the con.sliiutionally guaranteed rights of 
freedom of .*ipeech and freedom of association. 

Finally, there is serious concern that the Anli-terrori&m 
Law is beine applied in a discriminatory manner. At pre- 
sent. secret evidence or “terrori.si association aspects of 
the law are being used only against Arabs. There are 
now more than a dozen case.s in which .Arabs are either 
in prison or facins deportation. Among these are the ten- 
veur court battle of the Los Angeles 8 — seven 
Palestinians and the Kenyan wife of one — who have 
been charged with distributing Al Hadaf. the PFLP mag- 
azine. There is also the case of Mazen Al Najjar, who is 
imprisoned in Florida. 

For all the.se reasons — humanitanan, constitutional 
and discriminatory — Imad's ca.se (and those of the 
other Arab deponalion cases) have drawn strong suppon 
from all sectors of the Arab American community. They 
have also garnered broad support from religious institu- 
tions. civil rights organisations, legal authorities and 
newspaper editorial writers across the U.S. 

It i.s ironic, but also noteworthy, that it has fallen on the 
.shoulders of Arab .Americans to be the defenders of the 
U.S. con.siiiuiion in this era. We know that if Imad loses, 
all Americans and future immigrants to America lose — 
and the constitution will be weakened. 

We know that the guaranteed rights and freedoms of 
the constitution can never be taken for granted. In every 
era. tho.se seeking to limit rights have threatened groups 
and individuals. Today Arab Americans are leading the 
struggle to defend the constitution — for ourselves aod 
for future generations. With the broad support we are 
receiving, we are confident that we will win. 


The demise of dual containment 


By Andrew Rathmell 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S Middle East 
advisers dreamt up the policy of “dual con- 
tainment" in 1993. It was a reacdon to the 
failure of previous administrations to main- 
tain a balance of power in the Gulf by play- 
ing Iran and Iraq off against one another. 
With the defeat of Iraq and Iran's economy 
in a shambles, they calculated that all the 
U.S. needed to do was to contain the two 
radical states and, like the Soviet Uoioru 
they would soon given up on their opposi- 
tion to the new. American dominated, order 
in the Middle East. 

The policy was never intellectually coher- 
ent since it lumped together tw'o quite dif- 
ferent states, and it has come to look thread- 
bare in recent months as America's Gulf 
war allies go their separate ways. Influendal 
voices in the U.S.. including former nation- 
al security advisers, milit^ commanders 
and Slate Department ofTicials. are openly 
calling for the approach to be modified but 
America's Gulf policy has become hostage 
to domestic politics and is unlikely to 
change for the better any time soon. 

As articulated by Martin Indyk. now 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs, dual containment colls for 
the continuation of sanctions on Iraq until 
Saddam Hussein goes and the U.N. declares 
Iraq free of nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons and long-range missiles. Iran is 
admonished to cease support for terrorism, 
end its drive to acquire nuclear weapons and 
halt its support to groups opposing the 
Middle East peace proces.s. 

Supporters of the policy claim that it has 
been modestly successful. Tlie United 
States, backed by Britain, has used its 
weight in the U.N. Security Council to keep 
Iraq under the lightest sanctions regime ever 
imposed. U.N. weapons inspectors have, 
despite a systematic Iraqi campaign of 
obstruction and deception which periodical- 
ly erupts into crisis, as it did in early 
November, dismantled most of Iran's 
banned weapons programmes. At the same 
time, the U.S. has entrenched a large mili- 
tary force in the Arabian Peninsula that wH! 
ensure Iraq has no opportunity to repeal its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

In regard to Iran, aigue the policy's pro- 


ponents. U.S. sanctions have weakened the 
Iranian ecemomy by depriving it of foreign 
investment and .stowing down milita^ 
build-ttp. American pressure on Russia. 
China and North Korea has made these 
countries more wary of giving Iran iissis- 
tance in develc^ing nuclear weapons and 
long-range missiles. 


The policy was never 
intellectually coherent 
since it lumped togeth- 
er two quite different 
states, and it has come 
to look threadbare in 
recent months as 
America’s Gulf war 
allies go their separate 
ways. 

Failure to meet its goals 

Critics of the policy, however, argue that it 
has failed in ii.s fundamental goals. 
Moreover, continuation of the polk*)’ is 
threatening wider U.S. interests. In Iraq, the 
U.S. had failed to oust its bcic noire. 
Saddam Hussein. .Although the CIA bus 
spent millions of dollrus Nupponing a vari- 
ety of oppasition groups and a number of 
coup attempts. Saddam Hussein's grip 
remains as firm as ever. The Kurdish “s;ife 
haven" of northern Iraq, which was intend- 
ed to stand us a tn.*acon iif deniocracy in the 
rest of Iraq, has become insicod an impov- 
erished war zocK w'here Kurdish wurlorxis 
squabble over territory and influence. 
Neighbouring Turkey. Syria and Iran com- 
pete bnitally for influence in the region 
while Saddam Hussein's .security men are 
once again active in much of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. Moreover, even if the Iraip 


leader went, U.N. weapons inspectors admit 
that it may only be u matter of months 
before Baghdad could reconstitute its chem- 
ical and biological weapons programmes. 

Dual containment hxs hud even less suc- 
cess in forcing Iran to behave better. 
President Khatami's government is bent on 
pursuing more moderate domestic and. pos- 
sibly, foreign policies but thi.s has more to 
do with the dome.stic evolution of Iranian 
politics than with American pressure. 
Rather, continued American hostility has 
enabled hardliners in Tehran to blame the 
“aiTogani powers" for their own policy fail- 
ings. Even a more moderate Irunian leader- 
ship cannot but oppixse the Middle East 
peace proccs.s. though significant Iranian 
suppon for terrorist groups is hard to prove, 
in addition. u.s clemon.stnjted by a recent 
Israeli pres.s campaign warning of Iran's 
long-range missile programmes. U.S. .sanc- 
tions can only slow and not slop Iran's arms 
programme.s. Indeed, oven U.S. hastility 
may be encouraging Iran to .seek weapon.s 
of mass destruction in order to deter 
American military action. 

Apan from the failure of dual coniainmeni 
to hit il.s lurgcis. U.S. in.sisience on slicking 
to the hardline policy i.s leading to ^ow^ 
with il.s allies. France argues for a policy of 
“rvdempliun" rather than dual contain- 
mciii's “damnation." Paris is keen to give 
Iran and Iraq more incentives to cooperate 
rather than simply isolating and punishing 
them. 

While Paris agrees ihal Iraq's military 
might must he emasculated, it refuses to 
accept the Anglo- .American appjvach vjf pil- 
ing uti ever moa* sanclinns in force .Saddam 
ti» comply. France therefore ubsiaineJ when 
America and Britain llrsi irieJ to push 
through .Security Council Resolution 1134 
in October. The resolution threuicned the 
imposition of travel buns on Iraqi govern- 
ment personnel if Baghdad continued to 
obstruct U.N. arms inspectors. U.S. officiai.s 
reject ihe French approach which they argue 
i.s. like Ru.ssia and China's similar 
approaches, motivated primarily by the 
desire to win lucrative oil contracts in’ Iraq. 

Only Baghdad's eimlinued refusal to 
allow U.N. inspectors access enabled the 
U..S. to push the re.sttlulion through in dilut- 
ed form. 


Policy paralysis 

Transatlantic divisions over Iran go deep- 
er. The European Union halted its "crifu^ 
dialogue" with Iran after a German coun 
blamed its clerical leaders for ordering the 
assassination of dissidents in Berlin. 
Nonetheless. EU ambassadors returned to 
Tehran on Nov. 13. What really infuriates 
the Europeans is America's use of extrater- 
riioriai legislation to punish countries doins 
trade with Iran. The Iran-Llbya Sanctions 
Act (FLSA). passed in 1996, mandates the 
U.S. president to Impose commercial sanc- 
tions on foreign corporations whose invest- 
ments in Iranrqontribute to the health of its 
economy, especially the energy sector. 
iLSA has beeq, .under fire since it > was 
passed, but the issue became critical when 
France's Total, along with Rus.tia'ji 
Gazprom and Malaysia's Peironas. conclud- 
ed a 52 billion deal with Iran to develop ib 
South Paris gas field in the Gulf. The con- 
gressional authors of ILSA. led by Ne» 
York Senator .Alfonse D' .Amaio. immediate- 
ly demanded that the White House impose 
sanctions on Total. America's allies uom 
darkly of a full-blown trade war if 
Washington does so. 

The Clinton admini.sirution is caught inj 
bind partly of its own making. Ils demom- 
sation of Iraq and Iran has made rational 
debate over policy options almost impossi- 
ble. Republican congressmen, egged on hj 
the powerful Israeli lobby, are ready to jump 
on any sign of Democratic weakness vis-a- 
vis .America's luvnurile villain.s — Saddam 
Hussein and Islamic Iran. Although the 
administration is beginning to recognise the 
need to respond to the tentative ovenua'sel 
Khatami's Iran, the Stale Department Ihr 
instance has put the Iranian opposition 
group MujuhedIn-e-KhuIq on their ien-ori.'J 
li.sl. it is caught in a straitjucket of dome.*>tk 
politics. The resultant policy paralvd' 
means that the White House is now waging 
its energies trying to avoid applying ILSA 
without arousing congressional ire. Its intel- 
lectual energy would be far better spent for- 
mulating more rational and effective pol*-. 
cies that address the real security needs ot 
the vitally important Gulf region.’ 

Middle East Intemaue'^'*' 
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A cheaper way to protect our environment 


By Dr. Maher Fathi 

Abu Taleb 

IN OUR age of democra- 
cy. sternly-worded criti- 
cisms and boisterous ver- 
biage are as much a part of 
the written media as cross- 
word puzzles or comic 
strips — which is why the 
govemment rarely takes 
Oiem seriously. But Jordan 
would do well to pay 
attention to the statements 
on environmental protec- 
tion released by environ- 
mentalists. economists, 
and scieorists over the past 
few years. 

For one thing, the indi- 
viduals attempting to raise 
the public's environmental 
consciousness include aca- 
demics. non-govemmental 
organisation leaders, 
development profession- 
als, industrial experts, and 
environmental researchers. 
Like any group of people 
looking for consensus, 
these environmental 
activists cast their net 
widely in an attempt to 
shock the public (to be 
heard) and then present 
detailed "damage reports." 
A few environmental 
researchers have gone as 
far as writing up scathing 
accounts on our depleted 
groundwater supplies, on 
the mismanagement of our 
nadonal historic treasures, 
and on environmental 
impacts of certain devel- 
opment decisions. 

The overall picture that 
emerges from ^e continu- 
ing debate is clear: All too 
often economic growth 
and environmental degra- 
dation have gone hand-in- 
hand. Natural resources 
are exploited without due 
concern for the conse- 
quences to our environ- 
ment and to future genera- 
tions. This leads to the 
environmental view of 
sustainable developmemi^ 
which 'Stmply- put nfeans - 
the pursuit' of 'economic 
growth in ways which ben- 
efit or at least are neutral 


to the environment. In 
practice this means that 
new technologies must be 
developed or we must 
return to simpler patterns 
of living. The premise of 
sustainable development is 
that economic growth and 
environinentaJ protection 
can be mutually support- 
ing. Thus, adopting sus- 
tainable development poli- 
cies can help Jordan avoid 
costly environmental prob- 
lems. freeing up resources 
for future growth. 

This is currently the case 
for Jordan. Numerous 
environmental-related pro- 
jects and programmes are 
under way (some financed 
through loans, others 
direct grants). The projects 
range from wastewater 
treatment and safe disposal 
by USAID to environmen- 
tal strengthening pro- 
grai^es for official Jor- 
danian Environmental 
Agencies by UNDP and 
others. These projects are 
costly but fortunately most 
are being financed t^ugh 
grants. However, if the 
financial resources needed 
for the vast nrajority of 
other projects is collected 
through loans, then we 
may not be better off than 
we were before the pro- 
jects. 

It remains true, however, 
that the process of contin- 
ued growth and develop- 
ment requires infusion of 
capital investments. The 
problem is such that, for 
most developing countries 
to attain three per cent per 
capita income growth, it 
would require a six per 
cent growth in national 
income given current pop- 
ulation trends. So loans 
and grants must keep flow- 
ing in, according to pure 
development theorists. 

But what environmental 
economists are saying is 
that these patterns of 
behaviour (depending on 
loans) are unsustainable. 
We cannot continue to 
depend on others for our 



development. Thus, it 
seems fortunate that the 
criticisms and warnings 
are being sounded early, 
before the environment is 
forsaken and locked 
wrongly and squarely 
between two frames of 
thought: growth on one 
extreme and decay on 
another. If environmental 


protection is placed 
between these two extreme 
bounds, then, in the short 
run, we can only decide 
between growth and pros- 
perity or underdevelop- 
ment and decay. This 
eventually w-ould make the 
greatly expensive effort of 
environmental protection 
even more exorbitant in 


the future. 

The idea for cheaper 
environmental protecnon 
is simple. If and when our 
leaders begin to deal with 
the practical issues, they 
are .apt to set national tar- 
gets for protecting the 
environment in an inte- 
grated manner. This means 
viewing all sectors of the 


economy with forward and 
backward linkages as a 
combined system. A com- 
prehensive set of environ- 
nVental taxes may be in 
order. This would penalise 
the use of raw materials 
rather than recycled mater- 
ial. generation of toxic 
wastes, overpumping of 
groundwater, as well as 


other detrimental prac- 
tices. 

Attempting this low cost 
alternative would neces- 
sarily require achieving 
high levels of efficiency in 
Che govemment. subse- 
quently creating a p<x>l of 
capital to push Jordan 
towards environmeniaJIy- 
benign grow'tb. Resorting 


to loans would become a 
thing of the past. Only in 
this way can w'e ensure a 
flow of income for future 
generations that is sustain- 
able and free from destruc- 
tion of ecological assets. 

The writer is A.tsistant Prvfes- 
sor cf CivU Engineering at 
Applied Science University. 


Journalists under fire 


By Alan Martin 


BRUNWORTHY MANOR, England 
— llie truck blocking the dirt track up 
ahead looked innocent enough. Just a 
bit of engine trouble, it appeared. 

But as gunfire and explosions erupt- 
ed from the foliage to our left, we 
knew we were in trouble. 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas, their red- 
and-white scarves wTapped around 
their faces, yanked open the doors of 
our Land Rover, pulling everyone — 
12 foreign journalists — to the muddy 
ground. 

“(jet down, you bitch." yelled one 
gunman. 

“Shut up or ru kill you,” threatened 
aziother. 

Thick hoods were pulled roughly 
over everyone's he^. Confusion 
reigned. Adrenaline pumped furious- 
ly. We were marched into a nearby 
field and forced to lie, face down and 
spread-eagled, in the wet grass. 

A colleague from the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) struggled 
to control her breathing. “Please,” she 
begged our captors, “please loosen the 
string a bit. I can’t breathe properly.” 
Her plea went unheeded. 

Luclaly, it was not Pol Pot's mercy 
we found ourselves at when the hoods 
were finally removed, but a team of 
former British Marines running a 
course in die English countryside to 
help journalists learn the fmer points 
to working in “hostile and uncompro- 
mising environments." 

Staffed by eight veterans of conflicts 
in Northern Ireland and the Falkland 
Islands, Centurion Risk Assessment 
Services has been doing a steady busi- 
ness since it was founded four years 
ago. 

The growing array of world con- 
flicts — from riots to urban terror to 
fiiU-blowD civil wars — bos height- 
ened the risks for reporters and televi- 
sion crews. 

In the past 10 years, the New York- 
based Committee to Protect Journal- 
ists has recorded more than 470 jour- 
nalists killed in the line of duty. In the 
first 18 months of die recent conflicts 
in the former Yugoslavia, more jour- 
nalists ^ed than in the Vietnam War. 

Journalists in Algeria, where 60 
have been assassinated since 1992, 
dare not even reveal their profession. 

“We can’t say we're going to protect 
you because sometimes being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time will be 
all that it takes to get killed," says 
Centurion Director f^ul Rees. “With- 


out personal awareness, though, those 
fatalities are going to go up and up.” 
Survival, he says, depends on mote 
than just knowing about the bullet and 
the bomb. But participants on his four- 
day course, held on the 1. 300-acre 
grounds of Burnworthy Manor in 
Somerset, get plenty of experience of 
such lethal weapons. 

On the first morning, a shooting- 
range demonstration to illustrate the 
effects of flreamis from handguns to 
high-powered rifles dramatically 
blows Hollywood myths to 
smithereens. 

The taigets. including brick walls, 
slabs of reinforced concrete, car doors 
and “bulletproof* vests, offer little, if 
any, protection. 

Paul Danahar, a BBC producer 
based in India, watches the lethal dev- 
astation caused by a tripod-mounted 
AK-47 assault rifle. “You know 
you're really done for when you come 
up against one of those," he com- 
ments. 

By lunch-time the next day. we have 
died several horrible deaths — from 
mortars, crossfire and from a booby- 
trapped gate. 

We are made to walk around a 
course to spot 1 6 deadly objects hid- 
den in the undergrowth. I fail miser- 
ably, spotting only eight. 

Bur the course is about more than 
mere e.xplosions and instant annihila- 
lion. First-aid training, map naviga- 
tion and tips on surv'iving civil distur- 
bances ore also taught. 

Much time is spent on ■’conflict eti- 
quette” — identifying risks in a hos- 
tile environment and how' to dress and 
act to draw the least attention. 

“Be aware of how a tiny incident 
can convert something like a peaceful 
protest into an all-out rioL” .says 
instructor Steve Newland. “Always 
expect the unexpected. Always have 
an escape route. The last place you 
want to be is in a dead end — other- 
wise you’re a dead rat.” 

Video clips and anecdotes of jour- 
nalists being killed or wounded are 
used to show how easy it is for things 
to go wrong. 

In one clip, a cameraman Is shot 
after being mistaken for an enemy sol- 
dier holding a rocket-launcher, in 
another, from Ulster, television crews 
filming the lynching of two soldiers 
are threatened after being identified as 
possible “evidence-gatherers.” 

Rees tells of a correspondent who 
innocently picked up an army torch 
from a Bosnian street thinking it 
would make a nice souvenir. It was 


booby-trapped and detonated when 
later tum^ on. killing the man. 

Over and again. Centurion staff 
repeat the importance of being aware 
of one's surroundings by having 
healthy suspicion of everything and 
everv’body. 

Journalists are also advised to keep 
their egos in check and not to push 
their luck. If an area is described as a 
no-go zone, the}' should nor seek to be 
a hero by trying to get tbe first pic- 
tures and reports from tbe area, says 
Tony Loughran. a safely adviser for 
the BBC. 

”7Mo story is worth a life,” he says. 

The realism of the course is refieci- 
ed in the effects it has had on partici- 
pants. 

Several correspondents on the brink 
of being sent to troublespots have 
declined to go after taking part. The 
Khmer Rouge hostage-taking exercise 
is usually to blame. 

Others, who retain the fortitude to 
venture to the near side of hell, have 
sent Centurion their harrowing tales of 
shellings, abductions and life-threai- 
ening incidents. 

Rees incorporates the experiences 
into the course so that others may 
learn from them. 

I found the advice about “lower- 
intensity conflicts” particularly help- 
ful. Wearing fire-retardant underwear, 
for instance, can protect your essential 
assets if a fire-bomb lands nearby, 
while discovering some of the dirtier 
tactics of riot squads — such as gluing 
coins on tbe front of rubber bullets for 
extra punch — provides useful infm'- 
mation for sun’ival at an urban flash- 
point. 

“You have to be street^^'ise, and be 
able to think like u scumbag.” says 
Newland. 

Michael Pohl, a cameraman with 
Worldwide Television News and a 
veteran of wars of Sierra Leone and 
the Balkans, comments: “This course 
is so good because it makes you aware 
of the risks you take, and how better to 
judge those risks you have to take.” 

For BBC correspondent George 
Eykyn, the only other participant to 
have worked in a war zone, experi- 
ences such as the abduction exercise 
are invaluable. 

“If it ever happens to you again, at 
least you have something in tbe 
bank," he says. 

The writer is a journalist worldng with 
Gemini News Service on a fellowship 
funded by Canada ’s fniemaiionai 
Development Research Centre. 


Jordan Telecommunications Company (JTC) 

New Exchange at Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) 

JTC announces that at midnight of Dec. 19, 1997 a new Exchange will be under service for the customers 
at Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) and will replace the existing exchange. 

Due to that, all existing working telephone lines will be transferred to the new exchange where their num- 
bers will be changed into (7) seven digits as follows: 

- Add (44) to the left of all the existing telephone numbers except those fall in the range 53368 to 53999 

will be as in the table below. 

• The new exchange will be considered as one of Amman exchanges. Therefore, calls from & to the Air- 
port within Amman Govemorate will be considered as local calls. 

- The area code of this exchange will be (06) 

Note: 

- The directory information is 121 

- The new exchange telephone number is 4451111 


Director General 
Ma’moun Balqar 


No 

Old No. 

New No. 

No 

mrm 



Old No. 

New No. 1 

1 

53368 

4451768 


53401 

4451701 

67 

53433 

4451524 

2 

53369 

4451769 

35 

53402 

4451702 

68 

53662 

4451862 

3 

53370 

4451770 

3C 

53403 

4451703 

69 

53663 

4451863 

4 

53371 

4451771 

.37 

53404 

4451704 

70 

53664 

4451864 

5 

53372 

4451772 


53405 

4451705 

71 

53665 

4451865 

6 

53373 

4451773 

39 

53434 

4451534 

72 

53666 

4451866 

7 

53374 

4451774 

40 

53435 


73 

53667 

4451867 

6 

53375 

4451775 

41 

53436 

4451536 

74 

53669 

4451869 

e 


4451776 


53437 

4451537 

75 

53671 

4451871 

10 

53377 

4451877 

43 

53438 


m 

53672 

4451872 

im 

53378 

4451778 

44 

53444 

4451444 

77 

53673 

4451873 

12 


4451779 

45 

53445 

4451545 

78 

53674 

4451874 

13 

53380 

4451780 

46 

53447 


79 

53677 

4451825 

14 

53381 

4451781 

47 

53448 


80 

53722 

4451730 

13 

53382 

4451782 

48 

53449 

4451149 

81 

53723 

4451731 

16 

53383 

4451783 

49 

53457 

4451857 

82 

53733 

4451733 

17 

53384 

4451784 

50 

53458 

4451858 

83 

53734 

4451734 

16 

53385 

4451785 

S1 

53499 

4451870 

84 

53750 

4451740 

19 

53386 

4415786 

52 

53535 

4451735 

m 

53767 

4451767 

20 

53387 

4451787 

53 

53536 

4451736 

86 

53777 

4451766 

21 

53386 

4451788 

54 

53556 

4451756 

87 

53883 

4451983 

22 

53369 

4451789 

55 

53600 

4451800 

86 

53884 

4451984 

23 

53390 

4451390 

56 

53601 


B9 

53BS8 

4451880 

24 

53391 

4451991 

57 

53602 

4451802 

90 

53889 

4451988 

25 

53392 

4451992 


53603 


91 

53900 

4451826 

26 

53393 

4451993 

5d 

53605 

4451805 

92 

53901 

4451603 

27 

53394 

4451694 


53606 

4451806 

93 


4451933 

28 

53395 

4451695 

fil 

53611 

4451811 

94 

53934 


29 

53396 

4451696 

62 

53612 

4451812 

95 

53939 


30 

53397 

4451795 

63 

53622 


96 

53940 

4451940 

31 

53398 

4451798 

64 

53623 

4451723 

97 

53941 

4451931 

32 

53399 

4451599 

65 

53650 

4451850 

m 

53999 

4451990 

33 

53400 

4451544 

66 53651 

4451851 

m 

54668 

4451868 





































































































































































































































































8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, December 10 , 1997 



Arab 
funds 
abroad 
put at 
$850b 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states own nearly $830 
billion in overseas invest- 
ment although hundreds of 
billions have returned home 
over the post six years, a top 
Arab banker has said. 

“According to various 
sources. migrant Arab 
investments are esdmated at 
ansund $850 billion," said 
Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, 
chairman of the Beirut- 
based Union of Arab Banks 
lUAB). 

“Such funds could return 
when there is a right eco- 
nomic climate and political 
stability and securi^ besides 
high investment return." he 
told the business weekly 
Emirates Today in the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates iXJAE). 

“These are essential condi- 
tions because those funds 
will not be repatriated by 
emotions and appeals" he 
said. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz, an Egypt- 
ian. said nearly $75 billion 
in ov’erseas assets had found 
their way back into Egypt 
since it launched large-sc^e 
reforms in 1991 at the urging 
of the International Mone- 
tary Fund. 

Around $200 billion were 
also brought back to other 
Arab coundies after the 
1991 Gulf War. he added. 

He gave no breakdown] on 
Arab investments abroad but 
bankers said they are con- 
centrated in the United 
States and other Western 
countries in equities and 
stocks, red estate and bank 
deposits. 

Nearly half the funds are 
controlled by the oU-rich 
Gulf Cooperation Council, 
which groups Bahrain. 
Kuwait Oman. Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz said there 
were plans to set up a joint 
Arab bank to finance inter- 
.Arab trade and investment 
The Arab World Bank would 
have on authorised capital of 
S400 niilliort of which $100 
million would be paid-up. 

"We have contacted 10 
large banks in Egypt Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE for con- 
tributions. These countries 
will be key subscribers in 
this project which will also 
issue shares three years after 
iu; establishment" he said. 


National Conference on Cyber Economy urges 
security and protection of information systems 


AMMAN (Petra) — ftirtici- 
pants in the two-day Nation- 
al Conference on Cyb^ 
Economy Tuesday conclud- 
ed their meetings with a call 
for enacting the necessary 
legislation to organise the 
information sector and to 
establish systems for the 
institutional protection of 
information. 

At the conclusion of their 
meetings, organised by the 
National Information Centre 
with UNDP funding, partici- 
pants came up with a set of 
recommendations designed 
to ensure security and pro- 
tection of infonnation sys- 
tems and to reconsider con- 


cepts of higher education to 
meet foe future require- 
ments. 

They recommended the 
adoption of a national infor- 
mation policy and sectoral 
strategies in addition to 
drawing up the necessary 
plans for establishing foe 
necessary infrastructure 
capable of meeting require- 
ments of telecommunication 
networks, economic infor- 
m^on including data bases, 
development of labour 
forces and regulating com- 
munications. 

They stressed the need to 
direct sdentitic research 
towards information technol- 


ogy applications, particuluiiy 
in the areas of progamming. 
Arabis^on and electronic 
trade to develop the infor- 
matic industry in Jordon. 

Participants discussed 
three woriting papers dealing 
with international competi- 
tion and the Jordanian eron- 
omy, specifications of Infor- 
mation Technology (IT) and 
intellectual property rights. 

The first working paper 
reviewed the imixict of 
international competition on 
national economy and its 
role in developing n^orral 
capacities to utilise the 
atrTK)spbere of peace in the 
Middle East to develop its 


information systems to cope 
with foe infomtation com- 
munity. which has become 
an essential part in develop- 
ing a free economy. 

Hie second working paper 
highlighted the importance 
of information technology in 
establishing industries main- 
ly dependent on information 
and training of human 
resources. 

The third working paper 
established a relation 
between protection of prop- 
erty rights and improvement 
of economic p^ormunce 
rmd attracting foreign invest- 
ment. 


Yemen prepares 
to set up 
stock market 

SANAA (R) — Yemen has 
begun preparation." lo set up 
u slock exchange as part of 
the country's economic 
refoim. Yemen's central 
bank governor said Monday. 
“Setting up a .stock exchange 
is one of foe important mea- 
sures which the government 
is planning to take as part of 
the economic reforms begun 
in 1995.” Central Bunk Gov- 
ernor Ahmad Al-Reuiers. 
Yemen, a poor Arab state on 
foe southern edge of foe Ara- 
bian Peninsula, is imple- 
menting ecoruDmic refonrLS 
in coordination with foe 
International Monetary 
Fund. 


Europe puts ‘Made in Israel’ 
label under new scrutiny 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
European Union (E.U) is 
taking a close look at 
products bearing the 
**Made in Israel’^ label, 
determined to prevent the 
Jewish state from getting 
tariff breaks on goods 
made by Palestinians or 
in Jewisn settlements, an 
EU official said Tuesday. 

Israeli officials and 
businessmen responded 
by accusing the Euro- 
peans of using economic 
Dlackmail to "force con- 
cessions in the dead- 
locked peace negotia- 
tions with the Pal^tini- 
ans. 

Under a 1975 free trade 
agreement, revised in 
1^4. Israeli products 
can be exported to the 15 
nations of the European 
Union duty-free. 

The Europeans; have in 
the past dosed their eyes 
to the fact that some 
Israeli goods were manu- 
factured in whde or in 
part by Palestinian sub- 
contractors In the occu- 
pied tetritories' or in 
industrial zones in Jewish 
settlements. I 
But an official with the 
EU mission in Israel said 
Tuesday that the union 
now intended to take a 
closer look at the origin 
of all “Made iri Israel" 
products. 

EU officials say the 
change in attitude 
evolved during a recent 
dispute over exports to 
Europe of “Israeli orange 
juice containing fruit 
juice from Brazil." 

That matter was 
resolved during negotia- 
tions in Brussels late last 
month. 


“Now the European 
Union hopes to verify the 
certificates of orimn of 
other Israeli products." 
the EU official told AfTP 
on condition of anonymi- 

ty- 

“When an Israeli 
exporter puts his ‘Made 
in Israel' label on a shirt 
manufactured in a work- 
shop in the Gaza Strip, it 
raises some questions," 
he said. 

The £U diplomat said 
more attention would 
also be paid to goods pro- 
duced in Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied 
territories. 

“On paper, these goods 
cannot benefit from tariff 
exemptions because the 
free trade agreement with 
Israel only concerns that 
state." he said. 

The official was unable 
to provide an estimate of 
what percentage of 
Israeli exports to Europe 
might come from setife- 
ments or Palestinian fac- 
tories. 

Israeli officials and 
businessmen reacted 
angrily to the European 
stand. 

"They are crying to use 
economic leverage to put 
pressure on Israel and 
facilitate the creation of 
an independent Palestin- 
ian state even before 
negotiations between the 
parties on a final peace 
agreement have begun." 
said Tzvi Tenney, mrec- 
tor of the foreign min- 
istry's economic affairs 
department. 

"if Europe tries to make 
trouble for us, it's just 
going to discourage 
Israeli businessmen from 


contracting work out to 
the Palestinians and is 
going to contribute to 
Palestinian unemploy- 
ment." he s^d. 

Dan Propper. head of 
the Israeli industrialists 
association, agre^. 

“The Europeans are just 
slowing things down, 
pretending to help the 
Palestinians, when in fact 
they are damaging the 
fPaJestinian) economy," 
he told AFP, complaining 
that tougher EU scrutiny 
will hamper exports. 

The EU official said the 
union also plann^ to 
make clear its displeasure 
over Israeli actions which 
hinder exports from the 
autonomous areas. 

An interim association 
agreement came into 
effect in July between the 
EU and the Palestinian 
National Authority which 
permits goods made in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to enter union 
members duty-free. 

"But the Palestinians 
have hardly been able to 
profit from the agreement 
because of repealed secu- 
rity closures of the terri- 
tories which prevent the 
movement of goods," the 
EU official said. 

He also complained of 
excessive delays in 
Israeli customs handling 
of Palestinian e.xports. 
which under interim 
peace accords must pa^ 
through Israeli ports and 
airports. 

The European Union is 
Israel's main trade part- 
ner. with total exchanges 
worth $26 billion a vear. 


Tunisia will raise 
taxes to cut deficit 


TUNIS (R) — TTte Tunisian 
government Tuesday said it 
aims to use laacosed revenues 
to cut its 1998 net budget deficit 
to foiee per cent of gross 
domestic pioducr (GDP) fiom 
foe projected 3.1 in 1997. 

^ increase of one percent- 
age point in value added tax to 
18 per cent will oll!«t sharply 
loww customs revenues follow- 
ing dercgubiioD of 
international trade. 

The government forecast 
inflatioi win be unchanged in 
1998 from 3^ per cent in 1997. 
but it expects GDP growth to 
drop sli^dy to S.4 per cent 
fic»nS.6 per cent 
Prime Minister Homed 
)>^roui told parliament in his 
budget speech the 1998 budget 
deficit was projected at 6% mil- 
lion dinars ($607.9 million) 
down from 806.5 million dinars 
expected for 1997. 

The deficit was coasbaent 
with easing foe pres.<;utc on 
external payments. conuoUing 
inflation and increasing oppor- 
omities for investment in foe 
private sector. Mr. Kanxii sso6. 

He did not give details of 
increased revenues, but budget 
draft documents showed new 
measures to be oBiciaUy 
released by the end of Occem- 
incluM a rise in value 
added tax rwn to 18 per cent 
from 17 percent 
VAT revenues were expected 
to rise by 19 per cent to 1428 


billion dinars fiom 1997. 

Increased revenues will limit 
borrowing to 3J22 billion 
dinars in 1998, Mr. Karoui 
added. 

The drafi budget projects total 
spending of 9.CM5 billion dinun; 
in 1998. up 10.6 per cent from 
1997. 

Income is projected at S.723 
billion dinars, mainly from fis- 
c:d receipts that were put at 
4.723 billion dinars, up 10.2 per 
cent from 1997. 

Income from impoit taxes 
was expected to drop 17.2 per 
cent to 679 million dinurs from 
1997, due to a progressive dis- 
mantling of customs barriers 
within foe framework of a free- 
trade zone accord signed with 
the European Union in 1995. 

Income from consumption 
taxes Is expected to rise by 173 
per cent to 834 million dinars 
from 1997. 

Non-fiscaJ receipts were put 
at 1.0 billion dinars, down 15.2 
per cent from 1997 due to an 
expected drop in Tunisia's ^ 
output This included 100 mil- 
lion dinars revenue from foe 
privatisation programme. 

Domestic and exiemaJ bor- 
rowing I was projected to 
amount; to 3.322 billion dinars, 
up S3 per cent from 1997. This 
includ^ plans to borrow 550 
million dinars from foe 
international financial markets 
in 1998. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert WdDarns 


ACROSS 
1 Weighty block 
5 Tacl^ on 
10 Tarry 

14 Highway 
subdivision 

15 Be off 

16 Take care ol 
pressing 
probtems 

17 Teheran's land - 
iSPtateau 

19 Category 

20 Disfigure 

21 Washington and 
Adanis 

23 Stoppages 

25 Unnaturally pale 

26 Off the briny 
28 Romarxw and 

Godunov 

33 SngerCleo 

34 Secret cache 

35 Smeltery pile 

36 River into The 
Wash 

37 Marilyn, the 
meso-sopiano 

38 Served p^ectly 

39 Canad. province 

40 Amble leisurely 

41 Tony, the 

bali^yer 

42 Mussolini artd 
Bafbo 

44 Make a minister 

45 Presidential 
initials 

46 0( the ear 

47 RodeefeHer and 

vanderbiR 
52 Church vow 

35 Piece without a 
fiUe 

36 Mafia musde 

37 Computer owner 

38 Only just 

39 Lauder ol 
cosmetics 

30 Plane-crash gtp- 

31 Figure-skater's 
jump 

32 Be taken aback 

33 Questions 

DOWN 

1 Siriger Whitman 

2 ’Doctor Zhtwago* 
character 

3 Sacco arxl 
Wmzetti 


1 

2 

n 

A 

' li 




ir 




» 



d 



6 'Mr. ^ Gees to 
Town" 

7 Kline movie 

8 At any time 

9 Neighbor of 
Pennsylvania 

10 Skimpy swimsut 

11 NoveM Murdoch 

12 Refrain from 

13 Brings to a dose 

21 FainNBycaH 

22 Animal fat 
24 Solitary 

26 Above It an 

27 Alternative to a 
steambath 

28 Apple centers 

29 wacky 

30 DeLeon and 


31 Fountain of coins 

32 Family ear 
34 Party^lver 

37 Terrorist capdves 


30 'Mephisto Wbkz* 
star 

40 Perfume cloud 

41 Ben and Bobby 

43 Seu^^tor'e tool 

44 Beg^ng 

46 Ed, the aelor 

47 Cook book 


Zenith 
FauVess 
Among the 
missing 
SmaR amount 
' Cubide fixture 
Spherical bocto 
Actress Merkel 


HOROSCOPE 


forecast for WEDN ESDAY. DECEMBER jO, 1997 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, /nc. 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) You want to buy n^y nice 
foto fo everybody on your fisL but foai s not going to be 
can't get ted Iretran cables ^ 
^ryone. Not unless you get them at Toys-R-Us. Hey, thi ^ 
not such a bad ideal 

TAURUS: (.-'^pril 20 to May 20) You aren woiri^ or flus- 

tered as you were yesterday. You feel confident, selfassured 
and .secure. You may still run into a bit of a dilemma^ mora- 
ing with somebody you love. He or she may m^ the foolish 
mistake of trving to tell you what to do. Be pauenl. calm aod 
considerate, as you point out the ettor in that reasoning. 

GEMINI’ (Mav 2 1 to June 2 1 ) Don't try to implement inno- 
vations today. TTi^’U only run into unexpected problems. You 
don't know how things will go until you ve med them out a 
few times. Today, you don't reaUy have nme for that Instead, 
follow through with something you vc already perfected. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Disagreements with your 
panner mi^t be rooted in foe pasL You need to resolve an old 
iSue. There could be a hassle later about money. You 
have to turn down an invitation because you cmi t afford h. 
Well you could if you weren’t saving foe money for anotber 
reason. Admit it. You didn't really want to go. If you did, you'd 
find a way. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An olderiperson will be very 
demanding today. You'll have to do foe work if you want to get 
foe money. It'll be a lot more fun if you remember it was your 
idea in foe firei place to take this job. That's espet^y impor- 
tant to keep in mind if things start going wrong this afteraoia. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22.) You and your sweet- 
heart need to have a talk ^ut a recent, upsetting issue. You'll 
come up with an answer so obvious you'll wonder why you 
missed iL Be careful around the midtUe of foe day. The 
chances of an acddenl due to temporary in attention are td^ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Go shopping today for 
something you need for the house. Chances are good you'll 
find a bargain. You need to take advantage of an oi^iortuniiy 
when it presents itself — which is what's happening ri^t now. 
Go out today and find the perfect thing, ^ get it wholesale. 

I 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Something you're 
tiying to accomplish is almost more than you can figure oul 
Fortunately, you know someone else who can handle iL So 
instead of struggling delegate. Toss the ball to someone vfoo 
can make foe shoL The game is moving too quickly for you to 
take much time to think about H. Just hand foe job over and get 
going. 

SAGITIARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Concen- 
trate on foe job at hand. Your paycheque could depend on ii 
There's too much to be done and not enough time to talk about 
iu So. don'task a lot of questions. If you don't understand, fig- 
ure it OUL Look at it as a game and you'll do fine. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 ta January 20) You and your 
mate have a very good relationship right now. You're getting a 
lot done and develc^ing a bond you^ can trust. UKre are soli 
several items that still need to get checked off. AAer tluL 
you'll notice new opportunities popping up. Don't worry. Just 
stay busy and everything will get handled. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Either something 
you ordered won't be what you planni^ or somethuig could 
actually break. oul Tomorrow night is better for enter- 
taining. There wilJ be friends dropping by all weekend. You 
still have a little time to get things put ri^t before foe gang 
shows up. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You could be a profes- 
sional shopper. You can buy presents for people you don'tevea 
know. You get a scan of foeir personaliQr type and you go right 
to the perfect item. That's what you could do as a service 11^ a 
friend today. In exchange. leant a way to save money. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Study finds small and medium-size 
industries more feasible for Jordan 


** A STUDY about the competitivity of 
industrial products and the means to consol* 
id^e such a capability has shown that small 
and mediuiii'Size industries are more feasi- 
ble to the Jordanian economy especially in 
the present conditions of rising unemploy- 
ment and shortage of financing resources. 

The study revealed that although invest- 
ments in Aese industries did not exceed 
38. 1 per cent of the total capital of Jordan- 
ian industries, the small and medium-size 
ones have absoibed 8 1 per cent of the over- 
all industrial workforce and contributed to 
about 66.8 per cent of total sales of Jordan- 
ian industries. 

According to the study prepared by the 
Royal Scientific Society, the number of 
large industries is limited in the Kingdom as 
j[ does not represent more than 1 .3 per cent 
of all industries. Small and medium-size 
iadustries represent 60.1 per cent and 38.6 
per cent of all industries respectively. 

TTie study covered 798 establishments of 
which 171 employed 50 workers. 105 
employed between 20 and 49 workers and 
522 establishments bad less than 20 
employees. 

Tlie concentration of most industries was 
found to be in the goyemorates of Amman 
and Zarqa which accounted for 99.3 
per cent of the overall working capital of 
Jordanian industries. The establishments in 
Amman and Zarqa also accounted for 98.7 
per cent of the overall paid-up capital of 
industries and 99.8 per cent of loans granted 
to the Kingdom's industries. 

The smaller the industries, the higher was 


the rate of non-Jordanian workers, the study 
found. Specifically, the rates of non-Jordan* 
ion workers were 4.0 per cent, 1 1 .4 per cent 
and 15.9 per cent of :U1 employees at large, 
medium and small-size industries respec- 
tively. 

Spending on training was as small a JD14 
per worker each year. “Such a situation 
reflects negatively on the capabilities of 
industries to continue to improve the quali- 
ty of their products." the study said. It also 
.showed that wages were low especially for 
non-Jordanian wcv'kers as the average pay 
per worker in industrial establishments was 
JD2,700 per year. 

The study highlighted that large industries 
(except the mining ones) and, to u lesser 
extent, the medium-size industries depend 
to a great extent on imported raw material 
input and other imported production ele- 
ments. Accordingly, the study said, this 
dependence threaten lo rob our industries 
from the certificate of origin which requires 
40 per cent or more in local value added 
input. 

'The study indicated that nearly half of Jor- 
dan's indusirial investments are unjustified 
and unfea.sible due to the malfunction of 
about half the production capacit>’ available 
for Jordanian industries. 

‘There is a proportional relationship 
between the number of producers of die 
same products and the utilisation of avail- 
able production capacity due to the pressure 
on manufacturers to improve the qu^ity and 
the prices of their products," the study con- 
cluded (A1 Dustour). 
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■ USDoHar 
DEMark 
GBSterOng 
CHFram 
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3.3490 
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Western-style superstores in Jordan prosper on 
strong demand, change in consumption patterns 


By Suba Ma'ayah 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Western- 
style superstores are 
mushrooming across the 
capital to cater for a grow- 
ing demand from across- 
the-board customers. 

In a country where 30 
per cent of the 4.5 million 
population live below the 
poverty line, the glittery 
supermarkets are opening 
in the more affluent parts 
of Amman. 

Their owners say strong 
demand and a change in 
consumpdon patterns, 
sparked by Jordan 3 socio- 
economic modernisation, 
prompted investors to 
launch multi-million-dol- 
lar shopping enterprises. 

‘‘We cater to all seg- 
ments of society and our 
prices are structured on a 
popular basis,'’ said 
Azzam Masri, general- 
manager of Safeway, the 
first superstore that 
opened in Amman in 
I99L 

Days ago, the Jordanian 
Investments & Supplies 
Co. W.L.L., which owns 
Safeway, opened its sec- 
ond l4-milIion dinar 
shopping outlet on the air- 
port highw'ay. ft offers 
around-lhe-clock services 


seven days a week to it.s 

customers. 

“The Jordanian con- 
sumer prefers shopping 
from one nearby place for 
economical reasons and 
because of the laziness 
that is inherited by our 
population." said Mr. 
Masri. 

Like other similar out- 
lets. the new chain store 
sells anything and every- 
thing — from bread, 
chewing-gum and meat to 
beverages, clothes, 

kitchen appliances and 
stationary. 

Most businessmen, 
traders and economists 
have welcomed the latesi- 
state-of-the art operations 
of these chains, years ago 
a dream for many Jordani- 
ans. 

Tliese outlets are offer- 
ing discounts on selected 
items on a regular basis as 
they compete to gain a 
slice of the market, splash 
big promotional ads in 
local dailies and offer 
shopping from home — 
ali new concepts in Jor- 
dan. 

But many are question- 
ing tile feasibility of a 
growing number of super- 
stores since the consumer 
market in Jordan remains 
limited because of the 


general low wages and 

Targe families. 

They say the new chains 
have spurred competition 
in a markei-orienced econ- 
omy which will be in the 
interest of the customers 
who can chose to buy their 
goods from anywhere they 
want. 

However, they warn that 
the entry of such big shop- 
ping conglomerates will 
eventually be at the 
expense of the small and 
medium-size groceries 
and supermarkets found in 
most neighbourhoods. 

They "will have to 
improve ser\'ices or grad- 
ually fizzle out. they say. 

Mr. Nizar Darwazeh, 
president of Food Traders 
Association, said growing 
competition between big 
stores and smaller gro- 
ceries was a good move. 

“In today’s market, 
demand is steadily grow- 
ing towards big stores 
especially that the product 
packaging is designed for 
the cusTomer’s conve- 
nience," he said in an 
interview. 

“The market share will 
be affected to a certain 
extent but this impact is 
desirable.’’ he said. “Gro- 
ceries will have to raise 
their standards, provide 


better services for con- 
sumers, improve display 
and ensure cleanliness at 
all times.” Mr. Darwazeh 
added. 

Others said the expan- 
sion of superstores will be 
at the expense of small 
and medium-size super- 
markets and will not a^ect 
grocer>' shops who rely on 
neighbouiiiood demand. 

“Groceries , sell, certain 
items for emergencies, but 
the customer’s major 
shopping will be geared 
toward big stores," Mr. 
Masri said. 

Anton Faghali, general 
manager of Al-Ahliyah 
Abella Superstore, which 
began operations in 
Amman in 1993, said he 
did not foresee mi^or 
competition from sitmlar 
giants. 

" “We are out of the com- 
petition because our prod- 
ucts cater for classic cus- 
tomers and we have an 
exclusive service" he said. 
“Many of our items are 
not available in other 
places." he explained. 

Haiti Ashour. managing 
director of C- Town, a 
major shopping outlet, 
said competition “resulted 
in better services and 
prices for the consumer." 

Mr. Ashour’s company 


PAST i: 
iilCii 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

346.000 

749.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.2 

1.21 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

B 

0.00 

3.600 

1.830 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.3 

0.00 

1.190 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

72.9 

0.00 

2.660 

2.160 

INDUSTRIAL OEV.BR. 

10.3 

6.08 

4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.4 

0.00 

1.030 

.730 

JOR. GOLF BANK 

4.3 

9.72 

4.050 

2.660 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

22.9 

3.18 

3.900 

3.080 

JOR. IMV. PIN. BANK 

24.6' 

0.00 

4.990 

2.500 

ARAB BANKING CQ. 

19.0 

0.00 
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2.020 

2.590 

JOR FPENCH INSUR. 

5.5 

7.65 

2.300 ' 

2.200- 

■HOLE LANDIN8UR. - " 

6.5 

0.00 

2.350 

1.820 

ARAB LIFE INSUR. 

iM 9.6 • 

■ 4.55 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 118. 

.20' ■<tCHGT 

■»0.73 

2.050 

1.S50 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.4 

5.15 

4.030 

1.320 

IRBIO ELECTRICITY 

15.4 

4.44 

.810 

.480 

JORDAN INTL.TRAO. 

24.6 

D.OO 

7.000 

3.900- 

AO-DUSTOUR 

29.6 

3.52 

3.900 

2.B90 

ARAB IHTL.lHV.BDUC. 

9.S 

0.00 

2.100 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.0 

6.55 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 108.37 ZCHC: 


4.450 

3.010 

JOB. CEMENT PACT. 

20.5 

3.62 

4. 140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.0 

2.78 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RBFINARY 

10.1 

B.50 

3.260 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL CCMM.AGR. 

g 

0.00 

4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

11.2 

4.90 

1.670 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT. 

16.9 

5.88 

8.500 

5.000 

ARAB CHEM. DTRBCH. 

21.2 

4.35 

6.000 

4.400 

OAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

13.5 

4.55 

3. 850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

9.4 

10.87 

.690 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTPy 

9.7 

0.00 

1.230 

.780 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

23.8 

0.00 

1.280 

.700 

NATIONAL STEEL IHD. 

g 

0.00 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL IHDS. 

g 

0.00 

1.200 

.420 

INTBRHBD. PBTRO.CHEH. 

g 

0.00 

.920 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

g 

0.00 

.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHBM 

9 

O.OQ 

1.670 

1.210 

ARAB PHARM. CKSH. 

15.4 

5.79 

1.880 

.850 

UNIV. HOON.INOS. 

P 

.25 

1.410 

.690 

JOR . I NOS . RESOURCES 

9.5 

14.08 

1.620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.0 

4.73 

1.07D 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.3 

0.00 

2.060 

2.340 

EL -ZAY READY HEAR 

48.6 

0.00 

1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

.840 

.570 

HID. BAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 117.05 SCHC: -0.07 


INDEX: 171.17 <CHC: -0.09 


297 6385B1 1696819 
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.610 

.360 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.6 

0.00 
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2900 

1044 

.36 

.36 
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.800 

.660 

UNION 1NV. 501 

9 

0.00 

5 

22000 

4B40 

.72 




.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 


3600 

1476 

.41 


_ 

In 

.980 

.720 

AL-SHAPQ INV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

8 

11874 

11815 

.96 

1.00 


>N 

1.980 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 

B 

0.00 

3 

150500 

301013 

1.9B 

2.05 



.390 

.140 

JOR. INDS.MATCH-JEHCO 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

40 





.530 

.300 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

34.6 

0.00 

4 

1500 

450 

.30 




.750 

.380 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM ICO 

g 

0.00 

10 

24550 

10066 

.41 


_ 


.640 

.370 

NAYZAK DIES & MOULDS 

g 

0.00 

1 

300 

114 

.38 
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.520 

.410 

ARAB ELECT. IHDS. 

g 

0.00 

4 

27000 

lOBlO 

.41 

.42 



1.400 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75' 

g 

0.00 

5 

50000 

57500 

1.36 




.730 

.550 ' 

NAZI PUARII. 

E 

0.00 

1 

400 

260 

.65 

.65 



.820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

B 

0.00 

38 

131250 

66033 

.51 
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1.000 

.730 
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0.00 

10 

4900 
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.73 

.70 
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Is working on setting up 
"the Amman Town Cen- 
tre” — Jordan’s first shop- 
ping mall modelled along 
American lines. The $10 
million project will open 
next summer. 

“We believe that the 
Jordanian consumer 
deserves to be treated in a 
professional manner.’’ Mr. 
Ashour said. “The cus- 
tomer should enjoy shop- 
ping in a comfortable 
environment in which 
everything would be 
available" at tiie same 
place." 

The three superstores 
declined to give figures on 
their mmover and profits. 

However, in a country' 
where the gap between 
rich and poor is yawning, 
shopping for the less-for- 
tunate Jordanians from 
superstores remains u fat- 
fetched dream. 

"On weekends, when we 
have nothing to do. 1 take 
my kids to one of those 
giant stores and we take a 
walk inside and look at 
products on the shelves.’’ 
said civil serv'ant Ahmad 
Salam, a father of six who 
earns 150 dinars a month. 

“Sometimes, we might 
find something from the 
discount corner, or we buy 
vegetables which are sim- 
ilar in price to goods sold 
in outside shops." he 
added. 

The superstores have 
absorbed hundreds of Jor- 
dan's unemployed, offi- 
cially put at 15 per cent 
and unofficially at 
between 22 and 27 per 
cent 

But most of them com- 
plain they are facing com- 
petition from the country’s 
civil and military' con- 
sumer societies that sell 
basic commodities at sub- 
sidised prices to over 
250.000 beneficiaries. 

While the civil con- 
sumer society pays some 
customs on imported 
goods, the army coopera- 
tive is exempted from 
such taxes. 

However, cooperative 
customers always com- 
plain they can hardly find 
what they want because 
items on display are limit- 
ed and imported gocxls 
remain a rarity. 

“Their prices are less 
than the private sector by 
40 per cent to 70 per cent 
which makes it hard for 
the pri\’ate sector to com- 
pete." said Mr. Masri. 

"These societies are hin- 
dering operations of 
superstores and supermar- 
kets and are discouraging 
major shopping centres 
from expansions," he said, 
adding that they have filed 
official compIuinLs. 

"We, as Safeway, are 
willing to expand in all 
govemoraies provided 
that the government curbs 
the civil and military 
shopping outlets and let 
them adhere to their char- 
ter,” Mr. Masri said. 

Supply ministry' officials 
were not available for 
comment but a civil con- 
sumer society official dis- 
agreed. 

“Our customers have 
nothing to do with theirs." 
1^ said. “Ours look at 
commodities imponam 
for their day-to-day sur- 
vival, not for luxuries 
which they cannot afford 
anvwav." 
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Many villas and 
apartments Jor rent 
sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoitn Real 
Estate 

0805-610609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Amia Forum Hold Shops 6ih Circle. 


STUBiO HftfG 

Pmfassoasi <¥J3lity In 
1 hwseeviGe 
Qevek^yoitf cokRif fibn 
8t our shop and get: 

30%iars^. 

* Free enfarg&nent 
^ it SO cm. 


StmteisanI * Opposite 
Qmeflays Sank. 

I Phone: 604042 . 

S iw eifi ehTel; 823891J 


CROWnHCfrEL 


INDOOR HE/WED 



ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


iam 

‘ Me’rRY CHRISTMAS" 
. New ■ New . New 
Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
- , * Rugs * Cushions 
‘ Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 
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Tcl. dGcAJ F-’\ 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Real Estate 


Swerfiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 -T 865167 






























10 Sports 


DALLAS (AFP) — So much for the Dallas dynasty. 
American football's crumbling Cowboys are now ready for 
rebuilding. 

For the second year in a row. a Dallas loss to Carolina sig- 
naled the end of die road for the 1 996 Super Bow] winners, 
who fell to the Panthers 23-1 3 here Monday la a showdown 
of clubs with slim playoff hopes. 

Carolina's Kerry Collins threw two touchdown passes and 
John Kasay kicked three field goafs to ensure the Cowboys 
cannot win the National Football League NFC East divi- 
sion. something they had done since 1991. 

Last year the Cowboys were beaten by Carolina in the 
quarter-finals, signaling they would not defend their crown. 

Collins overcame a sprained left ankle and completed 16- 
of-2S passes for 1 36 yards as the Panthers matched Detroit 


at 7-7. one-half game behind Washington for the Hnal NFC 
playoff berth with two games to go. 

Troy Aikman was 14-of-26 for 180 yards and a touch- 
down for Dallas, now 6-8 and needing two final victories 
plus losses by several other teams to avoid missing tbe 
playoffs for the first time since 1990. 

Aikman was sacked four times for 42 yards, the last for a 
2S-yard loss on a fouith-down-and-one play with Dallas 
trmling 20-13 in the closing minutes. 

Aikman was chased by OiroHan defensive end Mike Fox 
and safety Chad Cota before dropping to the ground at his 
own 30-yard line. The play sec up a deciding field goal by 
Kasay with 56 seconds to play. 

**Our defence played a hell of a game.'* Carolina coach 
Dorn Capers said. 


Armstrong on Olympic comeback trail 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Seoul Olympic Games 
200m freestyle champion Duncan 
Arm.strong is making a comeback to the 
swimming pool at the age of 29 and hoping 
to reach the next Olympics in Sydney. 

Armstrong, who lost his 1988 medal last 
year, will take part in six events this week- 
end at the Austndian Institute of Sport, 
when most of his rivals will be around 10 
years younger. 

Among them will be Michael Klim and 
Matthew Dunn, two of Australia's best 
hopes for the Sydney 2(XX) Games, and 
Russia's Olympic star Alexander Popov. 

Armstrong said his age did not matter. “It 
is not a contact sport. It's one competitor 
per iane. It has no bearing on what I do." 

He added; "Vm happy with my strength 
and my stroke is improving. Tf I looked for 
a challenge 1 could not find a benerone." 

The Australian veteran last swam compet- 


itively at the Barcelona Olympics in 1992. 
in the 4x200m relay when the team were 
disqualified because Kieren Perkins broke 
early. 

This weekend. Armstrong is entered in the 
50m, 100m, 200m and 400m freestyle and 
100m and 200m butterfly. 

Armstrong said he lost his gold medal 
when he lent it to an Australian newspaper 
last year for a photo shoot. This partly moti- 
vated his return. 

“It's mostly Sydney and my two sons. I 
would love them to see me .swim." he said. 
“And I would love to win another gold to 
replace my lost medal. That really cuts me 
up sometimes." 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki Snntann 410 Jeep 
Long wheel base, 1984 model, good condition, 
very reliable, new engine and new tyres. 
Duty unpaid, JD1.000 

Call Alan or Hka at 841317 (office hours) 


JORDAN 
TIMES TEL: 
699634, 
684311 




UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT FUND 
FOR WOMEN (UNIFEM) 

Seeks qualified Jordanian professional with background in gender and 
development for vacant post of Programme Officer in its Regional Office for 
Western Asia located in Amman. 

Duties and Responsibilities 

Under the guidance and supervision of the regional Programme Officer will 
have the following duties and responsibilities: 

• prepare, review and appraise project proposals ensuring conformity with 
UNIFEM's programme strategy as stated in the business plan and the 
regional programme annual work plan; 

• manage and monitor portfolio of on-going projects in Western Asia, 
prepare analytical and progress reports on project experience and advise 
on management and policy issues emerging from UNIFEM support 
project; 

• follow-up on resource mobilization activities for fund raising for new 
projects; 

• maintain consultations with governments, implementing agencies, 
women's organizations, multi-and bilateral donors and liaise with other 
UN organizations and agencies with regard to the programme; 

• supervise the administrative and financial management of the Amman 
office and manage a system of communication with UNIFEM project 
managers in the region. 

Required Qualtfications 

• a post-graduate University degree (minimum Master’s degree) In social 
sciences; 

specialized training in gender and development is an asset; 

• a minimum of three years of relevant professional experience including 
field work and management and development of GID programmes; 

• fluency in written and spoken Arabic and English; 

• highly developed inter-cultural and inter-personal skills enabling the a 
applicants to work closely with governments, UN-agencies. NGO's and 
women's groups and participate effectively in team work. 

Candidates are requested to submit their applications including a complete 
curriculum vitae no later than 24 December 1997 in a sealed envelope 
marked “UNIFEM Application" to 

NUDP. P.O. Box 35286, Amman 11180 

or deliver it by hand to the receptionist in the UNDP office, Hirbawi Building, 
Obadah Ibn Al-Samit Street. Shmeisani, Amman. All applications will be 
treated in strict confidence. 


Sprewell 
and coach 
share 
apologies 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Banished basketball star 
Latrell Sprewell and coad) 
PJ. Carlesimo, the man he 
choked and threatened to 
kill a week ago, have trad- 
ed telephone apologies. 

Kurt Robinson, a mem- 
ber of the legal team back- 
ing the suspended National 
Basketball Association 
player, said Sprewell and 
his law>*er. famed OJ. 
Simpson trial attorney 
Johnny Cochran, will 
speak Tuesday. 

Sprewell has a 32 mil- 
lion-dollar contract termi- 
nated by his club, the 
Golden State Warriors, 
aher choking and hitting 
Carlesimo. The NBA then 
banned Sprewell from 
playing for any club for a 
year. 

Some have called the 
punishment harsh. Am 
Telium. Spreweirs agent. 

stud Carlesimo. who is 
white, has a history of ver- 
bal abuse to black players, 
although NBA union offi- 
cials have said race is not 
an issue. 

According to Robinson, 
Sprewell and Carlesimo 
exchanged telephone apol- 
ogizes, each accepting the 
other's and hoping to 
resolve the issue that has 
polarized the NBA's pre- 
dominently white execu- 
tives and predominenily 
black players. 

"The apology was 
accepted, and he apolo- 
gized to Spree," Robinson 
said. “(Sprewell) is con- 
cerned with the man-lo- 
man issues with 
Carlesimo." 

Robinson stud Sprewell 
could not apologize in per- 
son to Carlesimo because 
he is banned from NBA 
venues, but did not explain 
why that would prevent a 
meeting from taking place 
elsewhere. 

Scheduled to atteiuf 
Tuesday's news conference 
are Sprewell. Cochran. 
Telium and officials from 
the NBA layers 
Association, which has 
filed a grievance on 
Sprewell's firing and 
unprecedented insubordi- 
nation banishment. 

Sprewell had earlier apol- 
ogized to family, fans and 
friends but reportedly had 
to be talked out of blasting 
Carlesimo again verbally 
in last Wednesday's origi- 
nal apology. 

Sprewell, 27. was 1 0th in 
the league in scoring at 
2 1. 4 points a game for the 
Warriors, 2-I5. 
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Panthers puncture Cowboys 
NFL playoff hopes 



New Jersey Nets forward Keith Van Horn (44) shoots over the defence of Miami Heat forward PJ. Brovo 
December 8 during the first quarter of NBA play at Miami Arena. Van Horn retnmed to the lineup today after 
spending several weeks out with an ankle injury (Reuters photo) 

Cavs, Pacers keep winning; 
76ers beat Knicks 


INGLEWCX3D, California (AP) — 
The Cleveland Cavaliers and 
Indiana Pacers kept their winning 
streaks alive in different ways. 

The Cavs won their eighth straight 
game Sunday night, beating the Los 
Angeles Lakers 94-84. 

Wesley Person scored 22 points 
for Cleveland, which withstood a 
fbrious fourth-quarter rally to hand 
the Lakers their first home loss of 
the season after eight victories. 

“This IS a prett>' good win for us." 
Person said. “Our defence is coming 
together." 

The Pacers extended their winning 
streak to six when Reggie Miller hit 
a baseline jumper at the overtime 
buzzer for a 99-97 victory over the 
nioenix Suns. 

*T always like to silence the crowd 
on the road.” Miller said. "That's 
what separates the good players 
from the great players. It was' me 
against 19.000 people screaming 
and clapping. When 1 hit the shot, it 
was so quiet." 

Miller took a midcourt inbounds 
pass from Mark Pope, drove to the 
baseline and fired an arching shot 
over Jason Kidd that swished 
through as the hom sounded at 
Rioenix. 

Miller, who didn't score in the first 
half, finished with 19 points as 
Indiana won its fifth straight on the 
road on coach Larry Bird's 41st 
birthday. 

Danny Manning .scored 25 points 
fen- the Suns, who rallied frum a 10- 
poini dcHcit in the final minutes to 
force overtime. 

• Cleveland Cavaliers 94 , 
Angeles Lakers 84: In the Los 
Angeles suburb of Inglcwcxx}. Kobe 
Biyam almost single-handedly 
brought the Lakers back, scoring 1 4 
of his 31 points in the first six min- 
utes of the founh quarter as Lo.s 


Angeles cut a 19-point deficit to 
eight. 

The Lakers got even closer when 
Elden Campbell hit a jumper and 
Eddie Jones made two free throws to 
cut Cleveland's lead to 83-79 with 
2:18 remaining. But Person hit a 
clutch 3-potnter and the Cavs went 
on to win their sixth straight on the 
road. 

Cleveland ouireboundcd the 
Lakers 49-37. 

• Philadelphia 76ers 93. New 
York Knicks 78: At Philadelphia. 
Allen Iverson scored 27 point.s and 
Jerry Stackhouse had 20 as the 76ers 
ended a three-gume losing streak. 

Allan Houston hud 27 points for 
the Knicks. who have lo.si three of 
their last four and four straight road 
games. 

Patrick Ewing scored New York’s 
first six points but was held to four 
the rest of the way and sat out the 
entire fourrh quarter. 

• Detroit Kstons 93. Toronto 
Raptors 83: In Toronto, re.serve 
Jerome Williams had 20 points and 
11 rebounds as the Detroit Pistons 
.snapped a four-game road losing 
streak. 

John Wallace scored 23 points for 
the Raptors, who extended their 
franchise-record losing streak to 16 
games. 

Grant Hill had 20 points and 10 
rebounds for the Pistons, while 
Damon Stoudamire hud 21 points 
and nine assists for Toronto. 

• Milwaukee Buclu 97, Seattle 
Supersonics 91: in Milwaukee, 
Terrell Brandon, who came to 
Milwaukee in a three-way trade (hat 
sent Vin Baker to Seattle, scored 20 
points and the Bucks overcame 
Baker’s 29 point.s to beat the 
Supersonics. 

Ray Allen also scored 20 for 
Milwaukee, while Armon Gilliam 


added 19 and Glenn Robinson 18. 

Baker, traded to Seattle on Sepi. 
25 in a deal that brought Brandon 
and Tyrone Hill to the Bucks front 
Cleveland, hit a baseline shot that 
pulled Seattle to 91-89 with 52 sec- 
onds left. But Allen countered with a 
basket and Baker picked up his fifth 
and six fouls over the next 30 sec- 
onds. 

• Denver Nuggets 100, Los 
Angele.s Clippers 92: At Denver. 
Laphonso EHis scored a season-hijb 
21 points and the Nuggets overcame 
a lO-poini deficit in the fourth qu.ir- 
ter. 

Ellis sparked the rally with nine 
fourth-quarter points as the Nuegcis 
ouiscorcJ Los Angeles 30-14 in ihc 
final period and won for only the 
second time in 17 games. 

Bobby Jackson added 17 poini’' 
and Danny Fortson 15 for the 
Nuggets. Eric Pialkowski and 
Rodney Rogers each scored IS b>r 
the Clippers, who lost their sevenih 
straight on the road. 

• Sacramento Kings 99. Golden 
State Warriors 84; At Sacramennv 
Milch Richmond and Corlis'* 
Williamson each scored 24 points j** 
the King.s snapped a six-eume losin- 
■'ireak. 

Williamson, held without a fieW 
goal in the first half, scored Id 
points in a 1;57 span of the 
quaner as the Kings broke y 454‘* 
tic and went ahead to stay. 

Joe Smith scored 24 points 
Golden State, which pluved its thud 
giime since star Latrell Sprewell wy' 
Suspended for attacking coach PJ- 
Carlesimo. 
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HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 


Shows: 12:30.3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 


V 
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Cn<IE.MA 




PIiAZA 




Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR — LIAR 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10,30 


Nour Al Sharif & 
Layla AlwL. in 

ALMASEER 

(Arabic) 

Winnor in the 1997 Cannes teswsJ 

6 : 00 , 










Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
8:15, 10:30 


CINEMA TbL:57742U 

CONCORD 


J 
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TIX. (I79.I.UM 


C0KCOII9 *1* 

Rowan Atkinson.,, in 
MR. BEAN 

Shows:13:30. 3:30,6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

CQBC9II9 

SLEEP WAUCERS 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only ^ 


G&LLERIA 1 

, , 

ABDOUN 

Hamson Ford ...in 




AIR FORCE ONE 


Shows: 3:30, 6;15, 8:30. 10:45 


r CINtMA 
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rEt.: nr> 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 
Mei Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


yi I 


TEL: 625155 


NOWOND.Ji/LY 

the government IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 
Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 

For rewfvaiioiR catl; (SJni55. (1^15* , 
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IN BRIEF 


Nagano joins anti-land mine campaign Anderlecht hire Haan — a gai n 


TOKYO (AFP) — Nagano Olympic oi^anisers will stage 
a series of fund-raising events to aid land mine victims 
after inheriting the campmgn from the late Princess Diana, 
wto was to visit Nagano during the Games in February. 
The events will include a charity walk in Tokyo on Febru- 
ary 1 1, led by Chris Moon, an amputatee British crusader 
ugainst anti-personnel mines who works for Britain’s non- 
governmental oiganisation Halo Trust. Participation fees 
are 2,000 yen ($15i for adults. 1.000 yen for junior high 
and high school students and 500 yen for elementary 
school students and younger. Proceeds wlil be used to help 
finance land mine removal projects in Cambodia, orga- 
nized by the Association to Aid Refugees and Halo Trust 
Moon, 35. who had hi.s right arm and right leg amputated 
in March 1995 when he stepped on a mine during a mine- 
sweeping operation in Mozambique, is also one of the final 
torch relay runners at the Olympic opening ceremony. 
Princess Diana made a trip m Bosnia and Angola shonly 
before her death in Paris at the end of August helping 
fbcus'world attention on landmine victims. The Nagano 
Olympic orgr^sing committee will also hold a similar 
charity walk in Nagano on February 1 and several other 
peace appeal events, including a daily auction of T-shirts 
and personal items donated by medallists. 

“Big George’ plans to fight at 50 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — George Foreman ended his latest 
retirement after only 16 days, saying he wants to fight one 
more lime here at age 50. The former world heavyweight 
boxing champion lost a controversial decision to Shannon 
Briggs on November 22 in Atlantic City but said he plans 
to right at least one more time before hanging up his 
^oves. ‘in 1 3 months from today. VW be 50 years old. I 
would like to have one last boxing match in Vegas — 
a 50-year-old man enters the ring with a top contender and 
then calls it quits." Foreman said. “But someone's really 
got to give me a good whoopin'. I don't want anyone to 
sl^ me around and abuse me. I want a whoopin'." Fore- 
man said bis career was over after losing to Briggs, the 
two-time champion's first bout in almost seven months. 
Foreman fell to 76-5 but his comeback after an idle decade 
will be forever remembered for a 1994 title-taking triumph 
over fellow American Michael Moorer. 

Stockton returns to Jazz 

SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) — John Stockton, a member of 
the 1992 and 1996 U.S. Olympic gold medal “Dream 
Team" squads, renimed to the Utah Jazz here Monday 
drier missing eight weeks following knee smgery. Stock- 
ton recovered in the minimum amount of time doctors said 
it would take for him to return to the National Basketball 
.Association club. More pessimistic predictions had him 
out for another month. The All-Star guard missed the first 
18 Jazz games arier left knee surgery October 13 to 
remove cartilage, ending a streak of 609 consecutive 
games for the.NQA all-iime leader in .assists , and steals, ; . 
Utah placed roolde point guard lYoy Hudson on the 
injured list to make room on the roster for Stockton. The 
Jazz lost four of their first six games but NBA Most Valu- 
able Player Karl Malone and guard Howard Eisley helped 
lift Utah to an 11-7 record, one game behind pace-setter 
Houston in the Midwest Division. Stockton averaged 14.4 
poinis and 10.5 assists last season as the Jazz reached the 
NBA finals for the first time. 

Russia signs Adidas deal 

MOSCOW (AFPi — Russia's National Olympic Commi- 
(ee President Vitaly Smirnov on Tuesday signed a contract 
with sports equipment firm Adidas to fit out tiie Russian 
team at the Winter Olympics in Japan next February. 
Under the agreement Adidas will equip more than 200 
members of the official Russian delegation to the Nagano 
games. 


Leverkusen’s Kirsten faces ban 

LEVERKUSEN (AH*) — Bayer Leverkusen .striker LHf 
Kirsten faces an eight-week ban after brutally elbowing 
Scbalke's Thomas Linke in last weekend’s 0-0 draw 
between the sides. German authorities are investigating 
whether Kirsten, named player of the month last month, 
should be hauled over the coals for “unsporting conduct”. 
Linke was at first thought to have suffered a fractured jaw 
but doctors diagnosed severe bruising and a split lip fol- 
lowing the incident which was missed by match officials. 
Schalke manager Rudi Assauer furiously rounded on 
Kirsten after the gome asking him if he had “gone mad". 
Leverkusen coach Christoph Daum then also got involved 
as tempers were lost. The German federation has used TV 
evidence in the past in disciplinary cases, following an 
altercation betw'een Frankfurt's Bruno Pezzey and burly 
Hamburg striker Horst Hnibesch back in 1979. 

Vieri resumed training 

MADRID I AFP) — Atletico Madrid striker Christian Vieri 
resumed training Monday after several w'eeks out wi^ a 
leg muscle strain. "I don't know whether I'll play against 
Tenerife next Sunday. It depends on how the leg feels. 
After a month out it lakes a while to get back to 100 per- 
cent,’’ fitness, said Vieri, who has hit eight goals this term. 

Bartolini to xnake Real debut 

MADRID (AFP) — Brazilian striker Savio Bartolini is set 
to make his debut for Spanish champions Real Madrid on 
December 17 against Zaragoza following successful med- 
ical tests Monday. "Playing in Europe is a challenge for ^ 
Brazilians, but it's not goodbye for ever (to Brazil) as 1 11 
go back one day," said Savio, 23, who has arrived ftom 
Flamengo. 

Hernandez moves to Compostela 

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA I'AFP) — Marseille 
defender Jean-Francois Hernandez is headed for a move to 
Spain's Santiago de Compostela, the club announced 
Monday. Compostela, struggling in 15th place in the 
league after Sunday's 4- 1 home thrashing by Bilbao, want 
the 28-year-old to fill the breach left by injured central 
defenders Goran Saula and Francisco Villena. Hernandez 
lost his place in the Marseille line-up following the sum- 
mer arrival of Laurent Blanc from Barcelona. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Anderlecht, struggling to recapture 
the glory days, on Monday appointed Dutchman Arie Haan 
as coach to succeed Rene Vandereycken. sacked last week 
follo^g a string of poor results. Anderlecht. 24 lime.s 
Belgian champions, are currently languishing in midtable 
in die Belgian league and were knocked out of this sea- 
son’s UEFA Cup in the second round by holders Schalke 
of Germany. Haan. 48, was previously in charge of the 
club from 1985 to 1987. He was sacked as Feyenoord 
coach in October. Vandereycken, 44, lasted barely four 
months after taking over from Dutchman Johan Boskamp. i 

Stevens extends contract until 2001 

COLOGNE (AFP) — The most successful coach in 
Schalke’s turbulent history, Dutchman Huub Stevens, has 
agreed to extend his contract for another three years until 
the middle of 2001. “Schalke and I suit one another, 1 feel 
happy here.'* Stevens said on Monday. “1 wasn't thinking 
about a move, although 1 do need to sort out my private sit- 
uation," said 44-year-old Stevens, who left Dutch side 
Roda JC Kerkrade in October last year and immediately 
coached Schalke to last season's UEFA Cup. the club's 
greatest success. His family remains in the Netherlands, 
however, and he only sees them when his commitments in 
Gelsenkirchen allow' him to get a few' days uway. “In a 
year's time my son will have finished his schooling. 
Maybe then my family will move to the Ruhr region or at 
least nearer to the border. But the one and a half hour drive 
home is not such a big problem.” Stevens added. Schalke 
manager Rudi Assauer said: “We are happy that Stevens is 
staying another three years with us and we hope that w'e 
will keep on improving step by step." Stevens' agreement 
is verbal rather than in black and white, but he says it has 
been shaken on and that his word is his bond. On Tuesday. 
Schalke play their second leg UEFA Cup match against 
Portugese club Sporting Braga. They drew the first leg 0- 
0 a fortnight ago. 

Everton let Southall go 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Everton agreed Tuesday to let vet- 
eran goalkeeper Neville Southall leave the Engli.sh Pre- 
miership club. The 39-year-old, who has played over 750 
times for the Merseyside giants, has been told by manager 
Howard Kendall he can leave immediately. Kendall said: 
“Neville has been in to see me and we have had a chat 
about the situation, and I have agreed to circulate all first 
division clubs that he is available on loan now." Southall 
had already been told he can leave Everton on a free trans- 
fer whenever Kendall found a replacement, and the new' 
decision brings closer the day that he ends his 16-year 
career with the club. Kendall decided to give new Norwe- 
gian Thomas Myhre lus debut at Leeds on Saturday, and 
the SOO.OOO pounds (S1.3 million) signing from Viking 
Stavanger was man of the match. Now, with former Eng- 
land Under-21 keeper Paul Cerrard fit, and due for a 
leserve comeback, Kendall is prepared' to let Southall go. 

China in Women’s soccer semis 

GUANGZHOU (AFP) — China stormed into the semi- 
finals of the 11th Asian Women's Soccer Championship.^ 
after destroying the Philippines 16-0 Tuesday. Five-time 
champions Cltina broke the Philippine defence after five 
minutes before closing out the first half at 5-0. They gath- 
ered momentum in the second half, doubling their score 
within 10 minutes of the re-siart and terrorising tiie hapless 
Philippine side for the rest of the game. The Philippines 
lost all their group matches and conceded 32 goals. 

S. Korea cuts delegates to Olympics 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Korea, trounced by a deepening 
economic crisis, will limit the number of athleie.s compet- 
ing in international sports events, including the Winter 
Ofympic Games in Japan, the culture and sports ministry 
said Tuesday. The ministry said only athletes with chances 
of securing a medal or producing impressive performances 
would be sent to the \\'Inter Game.s in Nagano and the 
Asian Games in Bangkok next year. The ministry save no 
details such as the number of athletes to be dispatched to 
the Winter Games in February. The Korea Amateur Sports 
Association followed suit with cost-saving plans, includ- 
ing a cut in national athletes drafted for state-funded train- 
ing. The association said the retrenchment program would 
help it shave at least 700 million won ($48.L000) ofif its 
annual budget, estimated at 5.7 billion won in 1997. South 
Korea is a major force in speed skating and hopes for sev- 
eral medals at Nagano. 

*^Le Tissier not for sale’ 

SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) — Southampton manager Dave 
Jones denied Tuesday that he is set to sell England star 
Matthew Le Tissier, who has been linked in media reports 
to a swap deal with Tottenham's David Ginola Saints were 
reported to be ready to sell Le Tissier as he battles to redis- 
cover the form w'hich has seen him score 1 89 league and 
cup goals for ifie club in his 13-year career. Le Ti.ssfer. 29, 
who was substimted after 55 minutes of the I-O English 
Premiership defeat oi Wimbledon on Sunday, is still not 
fully fit after breaking his elbow on a pre-season tour to 
Germany. But Saints insist they are not prepared to sell 
him. Director Andrew Cowen said Le Tissier had a long- 
term contract at the Dell. “He is not for sale. We do not 
want to sell our best players and the intention is to help 
Dave Jones strengthen his squad, not weal:en it." he said. 
Jones added: “Players thrive on confidence and at the 
moment Matt is a bit low, but ir's no use knocking him. W'e 
will try' to guide him and lift him to see him through this." 

No action against Pouget 

PARIS (AFP) — No action will be taken against former 
French international striker Cyril Pouget. who last month 
failed drug test for the anabolic steroid nandrolone. 
Pouget, w'ho plays for Le Hav're. returned a positive test 
for the drug, bm will nor be suspended because of doubts 
over urine samples that were tested. Jean-Jacques 
Bertrand* the lawyer representing Pouget. told a French 
Football Federation hearing that it was not pro\en that the 
samples tested had been provided by Pouget. Pouget said 
he was delighted by the “sensible" decision that no action 
be taken against him. The former Paris Saint Germain 
player was one of four French players to return recent pos- 
itive tests. The others are .Auxerre midfielder Antoine 
Sibierski, Toulouse player Dominique Arribage and Paris 
Saint Gerruain midfielder Vincent Guerin. 


2nd Arab Handball Champions Cup 


UAE’s, Egypt’s Ahli clubs qualify as 
power failure halts Group B decider 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMM.AN — Weather conditions 
caused a power failure In the final 
match of round one between Egypt's 
A! Olympi and Qatar’s Rayyan Tues- 
day at .the 2nd Arab Handball Cham- 
pions Cup currently under way in 
Amman with ten teams taking part. 

Following a late night meeting, the 
Jordan Handball Federation JHF 
announced that the match would 
resume Wednesday’s afternoon. 

The match was halted with a 12-7 
lead for Al Olympi five minutes into 
the second half. 

The result of the match will deter- 
mine Group B's final standings and 
the second qualifying team from the 
group after Saudi Arabia's Al Ahli 
clinched the first qualifying berth to 
the second round. 

The Saudi team now enjoy a tempo- 
rary lead after a 35-34 win over 
Kuwait's Al Qadissieh but they have 
ro wait for Wednesday's match to 
decide the final standings of the 
group. 

In Group Egypt's Al Ahli took 
the lead with 8 poinis followed by 
United Arab Emirates' .Al Ahli with 6 
points as both teams moved to the 
semifinals. 

UAE's Al Ahli overcame Jordan’s 
AJ Salt 25-20 (12-12) ending Al 
Salt's dream of qualifying to the sec- 
ond round. 

Al Salt had to .settle for playing for 
fifth and sixth places against Group 
B's still undecided third place team. 

Group B's fourth placed Kuwait's 
.Al Qadissieh will play Group A's 
fourth placed Qatar's Qatar Club for 
seventh and eighth places. 

The Qatari team had beaten 
Lebanon's Al Saduqah 27-26 (13-12) 
in Monday's late match. 

Meanwhile, Jordan’s Al Arabi came 
in last place in Group B with only one 
point from a 35-35 tie with Saudi 
Arabia's AJ Ahli and will now play 
Group A's last, Lebanoals A I 
Sadaqah, for ninth and tenth places. 

• UAE's Al Ahli 25 Jordan Al Salt 


Second round schedule of matches 


■ Semifinals 

Egypt's Al .Ahli vs. Group B runner-up 
Group B leader vs. UAE's Al Ahli 


E)ec. 1 1 3 p.m. 

Dec. 1 1 5 p.m. 


9-lOth places 

Lebanon's AJ Sadaqah vs. Jordan's Al Arabi Dec. 12 3 p.m. 

7-8th places 

Qatar's Qatar vs. Kuw'aii's Al Qadi.ssieh Dec. 12 5 p.m. 

5-6th places 

Jordan's Al Salt vs. Group B third Dec. 12 7 p.m. 


3rd and 4th places (semifinal losers) 
Final match (semifinal winners) 


Group A 


W T 


Egypt’s Al Ahli 
UAE’s Al Ahli 
Jordan’s Al Salt 
Qatar’s Qatar 
Leb.'s Al Sadaqah 


Dec, 13 3 p.m. 

Dec. 13 5 p.m. 


Gf Ga Pts 

140 91 8 

116 100 6 
91 101 2 

86 113 2 

105 133 2 


Group B 



P 

W 

T 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

Pts 

S. Arabia's Al Ahli 

4 

2 

T 

_ 

125 

121 

6 

Qatar's Al Rayyan 

3 

*> 

1 

- 

87 

74 

5 

Egypt’s Al Olympi 

3 


- 

1 

104 

83 

4 

Kuwait's Qadissieh 

4 

1 

- 

3 

111 

126 


Jordan’s Al Arabi 

4 

- 

1 

3 

124 

147 

T 


20: Both teams knew a win is W'hat 
they needed to qualily' for the second 
round. 

AJ Salt fought bravely during the 
first half giving their best depending 
on Mohammad Al Hindawi and Jihad 
Qtaishat. 

On the other hand, AJ Ahli faced 
tough resistance from Al Salt's 
defence and tried to move faster at 
least to secure the first half. 

Al Salt stood tall against their oppo- 
nent's deadly atta£|ts.i(D<l-U<?d the., 
match 12-12 at halftime. 

With the first half's result. Al Salt 


kept hoping for u win and pre.s.sured 
A] Ahli’.s defence while neglecting 
their own. Al Ahli were able to keep 
the lead and qualified for the second 
round. 

Held under the patronage of HRH 
Princess Sumayya. the 2nd Arab 
Handball Champions Cup kicked off 
Dec. 3 and concludes Dec. 13. 

The Jordan Handball Federation 
has allocated cash rewards for Jor- 
dan's two teams in the tourney — Al 
Sii]t_and Al Arabi: JD 2,(X)0 if they 
finish -third. JD 1.000 for fourth place 
and JD500 for fifth place. 


Charlton backs United for Euro glory 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Manchester United legend 
Bobby Charlton is confi- 
dent the English champions 
can beat Juvencus for a sec- 
ond lime when the two 
giants of European football 
clash in Turin on Wednes- 
day. 

Charlton, who skippered 
United to their last Euro- 
pean Cup success in 1968. 
says there is no reason why 
Alex Ferguson’s exciting. 


young side cannot repeat 
Ojtober's 3-2 success 
against the Italian champi- 
ons at Old Trafford. 

“We've beaten Juventus 
before so there's no reason 
why we can't beat them 
again." Charlton said. 

United have already qual- 
ified for the knock-out .stage 
of the Champions' League, 
and Charlton admits that the 
club find themselves in a 
“strange situation.” 


Jerusalem International Hotel 






As of 10 / 12 / 1997 


the telephone & Fax numbers 
win be changed as follows 10/12/97 : 


Old Tel. Numbers New Tel. Numbers 


696541 - 607121 1 5151541 - 5151121 


Old Fax Numbers New Fax Numbers 


5158882 - 5159328 


GOREN BRIDGE 


"We don't have to win. 
The more difficult games 
uill come later when we 
have to win. It's a smmge 
situation to be in for us." he 
added. 

Charlton is only too aware 
that Juve have got to win if 
they are to secure their own 
pas.sage into the second 
round, but he believes that 
the Turin crowd will not 
affect the vouns stars. 


SALE - mm UNPA^ 

1995 Range Rover Vogue SE 4.2 Ltr. 
Navy blue metallic. 

Limited use - Like new. 

Price JD24,500 (negoitiable). Must sell. 

> ' Plei^ oaik 07^^ ^3 



WITH OUAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


CONTBOL YOtJRSELFT 



Both vulnerable. South deala. 

NORTH 
«AR43 
^*876 
J 10 9 
*853 


WEST 
a963 
?’K542 
V A K 3 2 
AJ9 


EAST 
*10 8 7 
T3 

<0654 

AQ10G42 


SOUTH 
*QJ5 
TAQJI09 
0 8 7 
4. AK7 

The hiddinjr 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 r Paes 27 - peM 

2* Pan 3* Pass 
4T Pass Pass Pw 

Opening lejd: Kin|v of '■ - 

might he unly a.'i av-erage mark 
at school, but it ia s ke}- letter in 
declarer play it stands for count 
dnd control, two key ■.-iements i)ub 
dedarer needs to fulfill any coo- 
Iran. 

: lorih's raise to two heoru ie euv- 
uenlly correcL Shouid North elect 
to bid one spade instead, there 
would be all torts of problems no 
mailer w)iat rebid South made 
except a spade raise. South was a 
‘jrhii short of a lump to eaiue. £o bid 


a suit in which help was needed. 
North's raise showed at least four 
spades and three hearts, aod the 
heart gaine was reached in short 
Older. 

West cashed the king and ace of 
diamonds and continued with u 
third round, ruffed in the closed 
hand. How should South proceed? 

Outside of inimps, declarer cun 
count six fast iriclcs, so only four 
trump tricks an needed. Thejefore. 
declarer can aiford to lose s inck to 
the king of trumps. However, to 
keep control dt-clnrer must prulect 
aguinst the possibili^' oC a 4-1 spilt. 

irdecbrcr plays the ace of hearts 
followed by the queen. Wen holds 
up. Since the fourth spade cannot 
be ushed before extracting inimps, 
South must lead another trump. 
\Vc5i win.-! and reverts to diomomls, 
forciiii; declarer to ruff, and West's 
long trump beenmus the setting 
trick. 

The winning line is for declarer to 
lead the quk-en ofhiuns from hand, 
and follow with the jack if West 
holrl« up. If We.^l wins, dummy's 
trump guards against 3 diamond 
continuoiion If West holds off a 
second time, declarer cashes the ace 
of hearts nnd starts on spades. 
West can ruff the fourth spade as 
declarer discords the club loser, but 
that IS the third and lost trick for 
the defense. 


Antique Fumitiire 
&:PQrcelain 

Philadelphia - Radisson SAS Hotel 
on Sunday 14th December 1997 
at 6.00 pnL 


Viewing : Friday atid Saturday 12th and 13th 
Dec.1997. From: 10.00 am - 10.00 pm . 


JORDAN TIMES E-MAIL jotlmes@go.com.]o 
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Israel will not make speedy 
decision on W. Bank pullout 



TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
will decide on ihe scope of a 
limited West Bank troop 
pullback only alter it has 
sketched a map of final bor- 
ders with the Palestinians, 
the cabinet secretary said 
Tuesday, despite U.S. calls 
for quick action. 

A cabinet debate on final 
borders with the 
Palestinians is scheduled for 
Sunday, but agreement 
among the deeply divided 
ministers is improbable 
after only one session. 

As a result, Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is likely to go 
empty-handed into a meet- 
ing next week with U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright who is 
pressing for a quick and 
detailed Israeli offer on a 
limited troop pullback. 

Cabinet ^cretary Danny 
Naveh said Tuesday that 
Israel would not be pres- 


sured into making a quick 
decision on the next rede- 
ployment. 

“One cannot set a deadline 
for such important deci- 
sions." Mr. Naveh told 
Israel Radio. “We will first 
decide on our Interests for 
the final status, and only 
then will we be able to 
decide on the size of rede- 
ployment." 

In a meeting last week. 
Ms. Albright told Mr. 
Netanyahu she expected 
Israel to hand over at least 
12 per cent of the West 
Bank to Palestinian control 
in the next stage of with- 
drawal. the Haaretz and 
Maariv newspapers said 
Tuesday. 

The Israelis have been 
floating a proposal of a pull- 
back of between 6 per cent 
and 8 per cent, while the 
Palestmians expect closer to 
30 per cent. 

Mr. Netanyahu was eva- 


sive when asked by his cab- 
inet ministers Monday 
whether Ms. Albright had 
set a minimum. "I clearly 
asked Bibi whether the sec- 
retary of state dictated a cer- 
tain percentage, whether he 
had to come to the next 
meeting with certain per- 
centages," Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
told Israel Radio, referring 
to Mr. Netanyahu by his 
widely used nickname. 

“I did not understand his 
answer." Mr. Kahalani stud. 

Mr. Kahalani said he did- 
n't believe there was unlim- 
ited time. "I have no doubt 
that the Americaan pressure 
is growing." he said. 

As pan of a U.S.-brokered 
agreement. Israel bad 
agreed to pull back troops in 
the West Bank in three 
stages by mid- 1998. The 
Palestinians rejected the 
first pullback offer of 2 per 
cent in March as iosujfi- 


cient Mr. Netanyahu has 
said recently he was ready 
to withdraw troops from an 
as yet unspecified area in a 
second stage, on condition 
that (he I^estinians do 
more to fight Islamists. 

Israel has said it would 
skip stage three and go 
straight into talks on a per- 
manent peace agreement, 
which would address final 
borders. Jerusalem arKJ the 
future of Jewish settlements. 

However, the United 
States is siding with the 
Palestinians in their demand 
that Israel must carry out the 
third withdrawal. 

Mr. Naveh denied reports 
that Ms. Albright was get- 
ting increasingly impatient 
widi Mr. Netanyahu. “The 
talks between the prime 
minister and the secret^ of 
state were good, and the 
Americans saw how serious 
we-are about continuing the 
process." he said. 


Israel, Turkey under potential 
missile threat — Israeli minister 


ANKARA (AFP) — Israeli 
Defence Nfioister Yitzhak 
Mofdechai Tuesday implied 
that Israel and Turkey faced 
potential threats from wh^ be 
said were the missile and 
chemical wei^ns ct^btlities 
of Iran. Syria and Iraq. 

“The countries placing 
ballistic missfles. uring chenv 
ical weapons and supporting 
terrorism constiaite an eks 
ment of threat in the r^oii," 
Mr. Mordechai told i^rters 
during a two-day officid visit 

‘These states may io the 
future direct their threats 
against Israel and T\ukey." he 
said. 

Mr. Mordechai was refer- 
ring to Iraa Syria and Iraq 
which, according to the 
United States and Israel sup- 
port terrorism and are 
involved in efifrxis to binld 
ballistic missiles and chemical 
weapons. 

“In this connection, it is only 
natural that diese two strong 
countries [Israel and Turkey] 
help and support each other." 
Mr. Mordechai said, accord- 


ing to the Anatolia news 
agency. 

After decades of dormant 
relations, Turkey and Israel 
last year boosted their ties to a 
strategic level despite strong 
protests ffmn sev^ Arab 
states and Iran. 

A resolution was ark^ked by 
min^iers represeniing 55 
members of the Orgaitisation 
of the Islamic C^nfereiKe 
(OIO in Tehran Sunday con- 
demning Muslim stares with 
military ties with Israel. 

The resolution did not men- 
tion Turkey by name, but 
Syrian Foreign Minister Faniq 
Al Shara said the te.xt clearly 
taigered Ankara. 

However. Turidsb Defence 
Minister Ismet Sezgin dis- 
missed the resolution at a 
meeting with Mr. Mordediai 
Monday, saving: ‘That text is 
not binding for us." 

Israel has no relations widi 
Iran and Iraq, and its prelirm- 
nary peace talks wi^ Syria 
have failed as ties beomen 
Israel and the PsUestinians 
deteriorared. 


Turkey complains that Syria 
and Iru support separatist 
Turkish Kur^ operating in 
the country s troubled south- 
easL 

During Mordechai's visit, 
the first by an Israeli defence 
minister to Turkey, a predom- 
inandy Muslim but secular 
stare, the two countries 
pledged to deepen their mili- 
tary lies despite Arab oon- 
oems. 

“Our relationship is a strate- 
gic (Mie.... We are happy widi 
die pace of envelopment in 
our relations and we will do 
ev'erything we can to boost 
those ties in political, military 
and industrial fields." Mr. 
Mordechai said. 

He and Sezgin also dis- 
cussed controversial joint 
naval e.\ercises involving 
Israel Turkey and the United 
States which were twice post- 
poned and are now due to be 
held in January. Iran and the 
Arab states have denounced 
the planned manoeuvres. 

Under military cooperation 
deals signed last year, Israel 


Bombing suspect says Saudis paid 
$150,000 to kill Yemeni minister 


ADEN (AFP) — The Swdi 
authorities paid $150,000 to 
assassinate the Vemeni for- 
eign minister, the main 
defendant in a trial into a 
series of bombings here in 
July said Tuesday. 

Nabil Nanakli Kosebati 
said the Saudis gave him the 
money “for use in preparing 
the plans" for the attack on 
Abdul Karim Al Iiyani and 
told him they would pay him 
“a further sum for carrying 
out the operation." 

Kasebati. a Syrian who 
holds a Spanish passfrort is 
being tri^ along with 26 
Yemenis for allegj^ involve- 
ment in the bombings, which 
the Yemeni authorities blame 
on opposition groups who led 


an unsuccessful 1994 seces- 
sion bid in the formerly inde- 
pendent south. 

Yemen accused its Gulf 
neighbours of siding with the 
rebels in the 1994 ciril war 
and has criticised them for 
harbouring fugiiit’e leaders of 
the failed bre^way. 

Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz 
has deni^ that his govern- 
ment recruited agents to cany 
out attacks in Yemen. 

La.st Thursday Kasebati 
told the court he hod been 
recruited by the Saudi intelli- 
gence services and "b^n 
trained on two separate occa- 
sions in [the western Saudi 
city of] J^dah by Saudis and 
a ^estinian." 


Kasebati said the Saudis 
bod then sent him off to 
Yemen in 1996 as an active 
Saudi inrelligence agenL 
He .sold he was later 
ordered to prepare a car- 
bomb attack on the Yemeni 
foreign minister. He said it 
was only because of his anest 
in August that he had been 
unable to carry it out. The 
Yemeni authorities say they 
found weapons in ihm dif- 
ferent flats rented by 
Kasebati in Sanaa. 

The judge set the next hear- 
ing in the trial, w'hich opened 
Nov. 19. ffn* Satuiday. 

Another trial of around 30 
people suspected of bomb- 
ings in Yemen opened in 
Sanaa on Nov. 13. 


U.S. shrugs off Arab participation at OIC 


WASHINGTON (AFP.) — 
The United States dismissed as 
a comparison between “apples 
and manges'* Monday Iran's 
well-attended Islamic summit 
and Inst month's Middle East 
conference in Doha boycotted 
by most Arab governments. 

“I wouldn't read onytliing 
into the feet that this confer- 
ence is well attended." State 
Department spokesman James 


Foley said 

Around 30 presidents, prime 
ministers and crown princes, 
including some of Iran’s for- 
mer enemies and 
Washin^on's key dlics. 
arrived in Tehran to attend a 
three-day summit of the 
Oiganisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OlCl. which 
opens Tuesday. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 


Jordan limes Lottery Rules 

No. 9 Dec. W, 1997 

Clip 20 coupon.^ during the month of December, 1997 and fill 
in your name, address and telephone number on each, then 
mail lo: 

"Ctr Competitiod” 

AramoB 

Name: 

Address: 

i Ttel.: - ' 


Egypt dispatched represenia- 
dves to the sununil after boy- 
cotting last month's U.S.- 
backed economic conference 
in Qatar in what is widely seen 
as a sign of Arab frustration 
with Israel*.s policies in the 
Middle East peace process. 

Palesuiuan National 
Authority' president Yasser 
Ar^nt who also stayed awuy 
from (he Doha gaih^g. was 
among the cklcg;aics who 
arrived in Tehran Monday. 

Asked about (he contrast 
between the onendonces at the 
two gatherings, the State 
Depanment spokesman was 
dismissive. "VVe see it as com- 
paring apples and oiangK. 
They’re really completely dif- 
ferent lands of events." Mr. 
Foley said. 

He explained that in 
Washington's view, the OIC 
was a Icng-sanding interna- 
tional oiganisation that con 
expect lo draw attendance 
from all Muslim countries, 


trains Turkish pilots in return 
for the right to conduct train- 
ing exercises in Turidsh xr 
space. 

Israel also signed a $630 
million contract to modernise 
Turkey's F-4 Ggluns and 
agreed on joint pioductlof] of 
Israel's Pepeye g^uod-to-air 
missile for (Ik Turidsb am^ 
forces. 

Israel hopes to sell Its 
Merfcava HI tank. Arrow 
giound-to-air missiles. Python 
air-to-air missiles and Phalcon 
eariy warning planes. 

His visit *15 the latest in a 
series of official visits 
between the two counuics. 
with Chief of the Ttaidsh 
General Staff* Karadayi and 
former defence minisrer 
Ttffhan Tayan meeting their 
counterparts in Tel Aviv and 
Israeli Chief of Staff 
Lteuteoani General Amnon 
Shahak visiting Ankara eartier 
this year. 

Mr. Mofxlechai is due to 
return home on Wednesday. 

Israelis 
divided on 
withdrawal 
from Golan 
Heights 

TEL AVrV (AFP) — Israelis 
are split on whether their 
country should withdraw 
from the Golan Heights in 
exchange for peace with 
Syria, according to an cam- 
ion poll made public on 
IsracU television on Monday. 

Asked if they were in 
favour of a total withdrawal 
from the Golan u exchange 
for peace, provided there 
were arrangements for 
Israel's security. 49 per «rem 
said no and 32 per cent said 
ye.s. 

Another 16 per cent said 
they were in favour of a par- 
ti;d withdrawal from the 
Golan, which Israel occu- 
pied in 1967, while three per 
cent had no opiniort accord- 
ing to the survey of 500 pco- 
plc. 

Israel suspended peace 
talks with Syria in February 
19% following a spate of 
suicide bombings by 
Islamists and ahead of 
national elections which .saw 
rightwinger Benyamin 
Netanyahu take power. 

EfTorLs to revive the nego- 
tiations have faltered ovxt I 
Syria's insisteanoe that Mr. 
Netanyahu take up a rcpwt- | 
ed agreement in principle by I 
the former Lab^ ^vem- ; 
ment to return the Golan Ui j 
exchange for peace. 

Relations are in the .spot- { 
light once jgiun after rev’ela- ' 
tion.s that an Israeli intelti- 
gcnce agent neatly sparked a 
war with Syria by falsifying 
repexts to hU ,superi<xs ^>out 
President Assad’s true inten- 
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AHEAD OF SPICE GIRLS' NEW SINGLE: The Telehibbies, the four wide-eyed, 
bubble-bodied crea hires from a toddlers' television show, have soared to the top of 
British record sales charts with their song 'Eh-Ohl' British bookmakers are now mak- 
ing the colourful foursome the odds-on favourite for the much sought-after 
Christmas Number One slot, ahead of tite Spice Giris' new single Too much." Every 
morning over two million fans of all ages tune into the babytalk adventures of Tlnky 
X^Gnky, Dipsy, Laa Laa and Po, who hobble around spouting nonsensical sounds, 
dressed in colourful jumpsuits and nappies, with TV sets embedded in their tum- 
mies. The Teletubbies have achieved cult status in South Africa, United States and 
Denmark as well as several European countries (AFP photo) 

U.N. ehief calls for respect 
of Oslo peace agreements 


TEHRAN (AFF; — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
expressed grave concern for 
the Israeli-POlestinian peace 
process here Tuesday, and 
called on both sides lo respect 
(he Oslo interim peace 
accords. . 

'The intemadonai commu- 
nity cannot but view with 
de^ dismay the continuing 
stolemare in the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotia- 
dcHis." Mr. Annan told the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Ct^erence (OIO .summiu 

“In order to pii'^h the peace 
process forward it is essential 
ihai the terms of the Oslo 
accords arc respecied." Mr. 
Annan said. 

"Effective measures also 
need to be adopted in order to 
curb the violence that has 
arisen over the past ,<everal 
months. We uige both sides in 
fulfil their commitments." he 
said. 

Israel has balked ai handing 
o\^ a large pared of We^ 
Bank land lo the I^ilcsdnians, 
as foreseen in the interim 
acxrords. on the grounds ihal 
President Yasser Arafat is not 
doing enough lo clamp down 
on Islamist violence. 

President Arafat insists ihal 
under the interim peace agree- 
ments Isr^l should withdraw 
from an additional 70 per cent 
of the W'esi Bank, while 
Israeli media reports Tuesday 


said Mr. Netanyahu was offer- 
ing just lOpercent. 

!n his speech to the OIC del- 
egates. who include more than 
30 Muslim heads of state and 
prime ministers. Mr. Annan 
also strongly condemned the 
warring parties in 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Annan criticised the fac- 
tions for foiling to rise above 
"nanDw factic^ inierests." 
und unspecified foreign coun- 
tries for fuelling the contlict 
with supplies of anas and 
making diplomatic effoas 
"almost irrelevanL" 

'Too many groups in 
Afghanistan — war lords, ter- 
rorisis. drug dealers uixJ others 
— appear to have too much lo 
gain from war and too much 
to lose from peace," said the 
U.N. chief. 

Since the Soviet army 
pulled out of Afghanistan in 
1989. the country has been 
wracked by civil war. 

The SufUii Islamist Taliban 
militia, bucked by Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia, conuol 
two-thirds of the counuy 
where they have implemented 
a firndumentallst a^nda that 
han.s women from education 
and employinent. 

"Any genuine peace process 
must begin with a complete 
ceasefire and an cfl'cctivc 
arms embaigo." .said Mr. 
Annan. 

Shiiic Muslim Iran is 


strongly oppo!%d to the 
Tolib^. supping the north- 
ern opposition forces and 
recognising deposed leader 
Burhonuddin Rabbani u.% 
Afghanistan s legidmaie ruler 
although the country's .scat at 
the OIC has been left empty. 

The OIC leaders ore .set lo 
pass a re.solution during the 
three-day summit here calling 
for on end to violence in 
Afghunisum. but the text does 
not mention un arms cmhuiyo. 

Mr. Annan hailed the sign- 
ing of a Tajiksian peace 
accord in Moscow and the 
progress in Somali peace talks 
in Oiiro. 

He also called on the inter- 
national community to track 
down WOT criminal.s responsi- 
ble for "genoeijul policies" 
during the conflicLs in the 
Balkans and to back Ihe 
exicrcsion of the imemationu] 
military presence in Bosnia. 

Mr. Annan concluded hy 
puying tribute to the “univer- 
sal force" of Islam and iis con- 
tribution to world civilisation. 

He added: ‘This fact makes 
it oil the mote di.strcvs.sing to 
witness the increasing rc.sc>rt 
lo violence ;md terror by 
extremist groups in the name 
of Islam" 

Bodi Egypt, and in particu- 
lar Algeria, have been the 
sccnc-s of mas.sacres of civil- 
ians in recent momh.s hy 
armed Islamists. 


U.S. leader of Nation of 
Islam arrives in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD iR) -- U.S. 
black leader Louis Farraklion 
arrived in Iraq on Tuesday at 
the start of a visit which may 
include a meeting with 
Prc.sident Saddam Hus.scin. 

Mr. Farrakhan arrived in 
Baghdad from Jordan on 
bo^ a coach with un 
entourage of around SO peo- 
ple. He came by road 
becau.se of the U.N. .sanc- 
tions which prevent intemu- 
tiomd flighLs. 

The Nation of Islam leader 
was silent in the face of 
reporters' questions. 

Surrounded by hefty body- 
guards. he jiLSl ultervd the 


word “peace" when asked 
about (he purpose of his visit. 

Mr. Farrakhan visited 
Baghdad last yc:ir. Hu met 
President Hu.ssein and 
attacked the U.N. sanctions 
impo^ on Iraq for its 1990 
inva.sion of Kuwait u,s a 
"wicked policy which must 
be stopped immediately." 

He said then he would 
work "nights and day.s mar- 
shalling the moral force that 1 
believe is in all the American 
people to bring every pre.s- 
surc... on our 

govcmmcm...ihut the muss 
murder of the Injqi people 
muM cease." 


Mr. Farrakhan's trip fol- 
lows a number nf high-pro- 
file visiLs to l^ by vocal 
critics of Washington's poli- 
cy towards Invq? including 
Rus.sion ultni-nationuiist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky and 
U.S. anti-sanctions croup 
Voices in the Wilderness. 

Ii also comes just wtiuk.s 
afier Iraq's laicst standoff 
with Washington following 
its brief expulsion of 
American W’eapons inspec- 
tors. Iraq said it let the 
inspectors back in after win- 
ning a Russian pledge tu 
work harder lo lift the sane- 
linns. 



j Bond back in business 
I at ‘Tomorrow Never 
I Dies' premiere 

LONDON (AFP) ~ James 
I Bond. Spcciid Agent 007 
Licensed to Kill, heads ofT a 
I new Threat to the world onkr 
Tuesday with the premiere of 
his latest adventure. 

' “Tomorrow Never Dies." lo 
be attended by droves of 
London's glinemti. Suave as 
ever. Ian Reming's indefati- 
gable spy is cal led on to avert 
a tliinl wxirid u-ar which a 
demonic press baron — all 
resemblance with Rupen 
Murdoch being entirely coin- 
cidental — aims to set off in 
order lo enjoy exclusiw 
reporting rights. Incarnated 
for a second time by ihe 
dashing Pierce Brosnan. 
Bond struLs his stuff from 
.Afghanistan to Mexico, 
deriving Scud nii.s.siles. 
assault" helicopters, falls from 
30.000 feel — all In a day's 
worl: — and can be counied 
on VO get his girl. 

Herbal remedies are 
hot with Hollywood 
stars fighting the flu 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) _ 
What do Hollywood suuv 
take when they are feeling 
ill? Herbs and natural [enl^ 
die.s are hot — particularly 
with the annual flu season 
causing delays in movie and 
television production. Dustin 
Hoffman, who appeared 
most recently in “Mad City." 
depends on garlic. “It's a noi- 
ural antibiotic, good for the 
digestion and blood. I used to 
eat a clove a day w hen I was- 
n't working.” says Hoffman, 
who so overpowered fellow 
cast membe^ in the pirate 
movie “Hook" that they 
began nibbling garlic in 
defence. 

Ralph Fiennes* new movie 
role a natural Oscar 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
N\T»en Ralph Fiennes read 
the script for the movk 
“Oscar and Lucinda" and 
discovered its quirky male 
lead, he declai^ “I oin 
Oscar." “There is .soniething 
in Oscar 1 feel an empathy 
for." Rennes said. “It h 
something to Jo with faith 
and guilt :ind cnn.sderKV. 
uith the struggle between 
spiritual aspiration and tlu 
recogniliun ot the pleasure-' 
of being alive. "TTicre at« 
l)iing.s Dial ore ploasurabk 
that sivicty says are no! 
allowed. But ui what piim ' 
docs pleasure in life kvoiiii.' 
indulgence, a negative dime, 
an .'inti-spirirnal fnree s-iid 
Rennes. 

DR Congo's 
government steps in 
to heal pop group rifi 

KINSH.A.SA t.AFPj - 
Music groups .split up a-s 
quenlly as new- 
formed hut few find dietiv 
.selves the subject nf iritens.* 
government pressure u> bury 
their difference.^ and 
together for the sake of ifx' 
nation. “Wenge Miw« 
BCBG 4.\4” — one of ih- 
Democratic Republic 
Congos's most 
gnjups — were called in 
an interview- with Mjni.sii.T»>f 
Information and CultH*'-' 
Raphael Ghenda-followin?^ ' 
highly publicised 
between the band's two nwif i 
stars. Ghendu called on th-' 
grrtup to reconcile und a'*’!*' 
any permanent split. 

Hashimoto grumbles to 
Gates about pleasure lost 
by computers 

TOK’)’0 (AFP) — Japi”' 
Prime Minister Ryutan' 
Ha.shimoto gramhlcd u* 
iring Micinsol’i chaimuin Bil* 
Gates on Tuesday dwi 
advancement of L't'nipoi-*J 
technology had dimim'^ 
hi.s plea.sure in reading h*' 
ence fiction nox'cLs. “I 
him: 'You and peopfe/‘j 
lowing you have dcpri'‘-'| 
me of some pleasure in i''' 
life. You have turned 
fictions into classics'." 
premier was quoted as 
reporters after meeting ^ 
U.S. billicmaire. “Dien Wj 
said to me; 'I'm not w-odtf>’r 
lo diminish your dn»n* • 
Hashimoto was quoted Iv 
Jiji Press as siiying. 
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